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“When they came back from the tomb, they told all these thimgise Eleven and
to all the others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Maryribiher of James and
the others with them who told this to the apostles. But théynot believe the
women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. hBetever, got up
and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen byitlgemselves,
and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.”

Luke 24:9-12

Mary just finished offering her testimony. It was clear, coherent and camgin€hen
the opposing attorney proceeded with his cross examination. Evleautviising the
word, he called everything Mary saithnsense It should never be believed. However,
the evidence told a different story. Every detail supported Maryiegs.

“Nonsense.” That's what the apostles thought on Easter Sunday morfimy just
couldn’t believe the ladies’ testimony. The stone rolled awitye tomb empty. An an-
gel proclaiming Jesus has risen. Utter nonsense! The evjdewever, told a different
story. Eventually, every detail was proved true on Easter $undming. Even Peter’'s
wondering was resolved.

“Nonsense.” That's what the unbeliever says. How could anyerse lfoolish as to
believe the account of the resurrection? It's a fabdoat It's a collection of exaggera-
tions. It's pure fiction. Nothing like this could ever happen.ll, $tbw do you explain
away what the facts establish.

The facts are clear, and they can be trusted. | can believe that Jedusmothe dead.
The testimony of the Bible proves it. The eye-witness ad¢ocofumore than 500 people
proves it. The consistency of the historical account proveshe change brought about
in my life, and in the lives of all who hear it, proves it.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave is hardlyenses It is my confi-
dence. Itis my joy. Itis my peace. Itis my neveliffgiassurance. Everything | have,
and everything | anticipate for the future, is true and certain. WhyauBedesus lives

Jesus lives! | know full well nothing me from him shall sever,
Life nor death nor pow’rs of hell part me now from Christ forever.
God will be a sure defense; This shall be my confidence.



By Erle Pettus

church and state. This documentary presents considerable

Many public debates today touch on questions of trarbackground information on the beliefs and intentions of
tional morals. Should abortion be legal? Should the stithe men who first settled this country, and the men who

recognize gay marriages? Is there any reason to forbid framed the constitution to heIp us understand their intent.

use of fetal stem cells for research and medical tre
ments? In the battle for the hearts (and votes) of the un

The film approaches this issue from several directions,

cided middle, the left wing decries many arguments and itis helpful to view it as a set of five questions.

their opponents as attempts to try to impose a religic 1-

orthodoxy on our secular government.

They charge that reference to traditional morality 2-

just a cloaked attempt to impose a religious viewpoint
our country that is antithetical to the intentions of th

founders. Further, they claim that the founders were C 3

ists, and point out that the constitution does not menti

God. They rally around Thomas Jefferson’s famot 4

phrase of “a wall of separation” between church and sti ©
as the original intent of our founders, and the gold ste

What was the motivation of the earliest settlers, and
how did that influence the future development of our
nation?

What was the intellectual and spiritual atmosphere of
the country at the time of the revolution and the fram-
ing of the constitution?

Were the founders Deists who regarded God as unin-
volved in the world?

What can we infer from the constitution itself?

Where do we find the “wall of separation” that now
seems to guide public displays of religion?

dard that must not be abandoned. _ o _

This documentary, which is available through the

Is that an accurate description of the founders’ inte ORLC film library, does a good job of showing how

and of the original meaning of the constitution’s firs Strong the religious influences were. As the story
amendment? It is important for us to have factual answi Progresses through each of these questions we come to
to this question and the related claims, or we will find oiunderstand how deeply the founders relied on a biblical
views in the debate about church and state are dismis understanding of man and how important their faiths were
as “religious”, and therefore inappropriate. to the actions they took.

The movieOne Nation Under Gogshown on Presi- The next article addresses the first of these questions,
dents’ weekend in February) was produced by Coiand future articles iThe Reportemwill review the other
Ridge Ministries to provide a deeper understanding of t questions'in greater detail to provide a reference for our
background for the current debate over separation congregation.
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| had been teaching my three-year old We rejoice in the many blessings given the members of ouryfamil
daughter, Caitlin, the Lord's Prayer for sey- of faith. May the Lord continue to bless them richly.
eral evenings at bedtime. She would faith-

fully repeat after me the lines from the 2"—Bob L.
prayer. 4" —pat F.
_ _ _ 6" —Daniel G.
_Finally, she decided to go solo. | listendd Lance S.
with pride as she carefully enunciated each 13" __fjleen S,
word right up to the end of the prayer: —Pam S.
st
“And lead us not into temptation,” she thh —Anthony C.
rayed, “But deliver us from E-mail.” 24 —John F. HAVING
prayed, ' 25‘: —Penny G.
26" —lan S.
!
Thanks to Art B.! 30" Colleen P. BI R'I'H D aY'
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By Erle Pettus “In the name of God, Amen. We whose names are un-
derwritten, having undertaken for the glory of God and
The ongoing debate about where to draw the line badvancement of the Christian faith... a voyage to the
tween church and state has not diminished in the 60 yeaythern parts of Virginia, do by these presents solemnly
since the Supreme Court rendered its groundbreaking éexd mutually in the presence of God and one of another,
cision in 1947 redefining what constitutedcovenant and combine ourselves into a civil body politic”.
“establishment” of religion. In this decision the Court de- Clearly the early roots of our nation grew from deeply
termined that the proper relationship between Church areligious soil.
State was best characterized by Thomas Jefferson’s
phrase, “Wall of Separation”, a phrase that was intro- Besides being erroneous, the claim that the early set-
duced more than ten years after the drafting of the firsers were not especially religious is very much a distrac
amendment. tion. The essential point is not whether

HAPPY 1S THE NATION they were more religious than the aver-

age for the 1% century (although the
Pilgrims and Puritans clearly were), the
central issue is what effect their religious
views had on the structure of the society
that they founded, and how those views
affected the new nation that grew from
that beginning.

What is surprising, however, is th
extent to which some opponents ¢
public expressions of religion have
gone to claim that religion has neve
had a special place in the direction ¢
our country. InThe Godless Constitu-
tion, authors Kramnick and Moore as
sert that it is a myth that the earlies
settlers were more religious than othe [
of their time. In order that we may bt
better prepared as citizens to answ f§
some of the assertions made in this ¢ k
bate, it is worth reviewing some of th
history presented in the documental
film, One Nation Under Gad

The initial seeds were clearly founded in
faith, and they produced numerous fruits.
Harvard was founded in 1636 as a semi-
nary, and only became secular later. In-
deed, the original motto of Harvard was
Veritas ...Christo et Ecclesigdruth, ...
for Christ and the Church), setting
knowledge into its proper framework of

It is something of a surprise to thosc serving God, and recognizing that all
of us who learned™grade history from texts written in truth comes from Him alone. (The motto today has been
the BPC era (before Political Correctness) that anyoms@ortened to the single woideritas,alone, thereby saving
would claim religion was noan essential guide to the the administration and faculty from embarrassing remind-
lives of the first Europeans to come to this country. Thers of the limits of human knowledge.)
film puts that claim to rest by citing examples of strong
faith in all of the men and women who were part of the The quote above from the Mayflower compact not only
early discovery and settlement. Beginning with Christoshows the faith of the early settlers, but it reveals amor
pher Columbus, who gave glory to God for guiding himimportant link that is rarely recognized today. Their entire
in his voyages, and continuing through the settlements ration of a political structure grew out of the idea of a bib-
Jamestown and Plymouth, all of the first settlers weleal covenant—a solemn agreement with God as witness.
men of faith. The first act of the settlers at Jamestown wa$e significance of this structure was that it provided a
to plant a cross and to claim the continent in the name @firable bond that held the early colonists together through
Jesus Christ. troubles that are almost unimaginable in the plenty we en-

joy today. Moreover, these covenants formed the intellec-

The Pilgrims at Plymouth left the old world and werdual background for later government documents—first for
willing leave all of its comforts to settle in the wildesse the constitutions of the colonies, and over a century and a
of the new world. They were seeking freedom to practidealf later for the constitution of the United States, which
religion in the way they felt called by God, and theiborrowed much of its wording and ideas from those early
original Mayflower compact began: state constitutions.

WHOJSE GOD
If THE LORD....

PINM 33:12

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

Can we say then that religion was important to the firdiesgtbf America? Absolutely. To the settlers in New Eng-
land it was the sole motivation for coming; to the setileigirginia, whose first act was to give glory to God, awa
major thread in the fabric of the community. The foundations teat \id at the beginnings of our country would be
challenged by the developments of the enlightenment, but theirrioBueas crucial for shaping the character of the
documents and of the men that guided the founding of our new nation more than 150 years late

This is the legacy that they bequeathed to us: a commitmeiskteverything to have a society in which they could
practice their faith freely, and the covenant as a framevaortheir constitutions. It is for us to decide how those can
best be used in a society that is much more diverse religithasiyit was at the founding of our country. As Christians
and thinking citizens, we can and should enter this discussion ofsepatation of church and state meant to the foun-
ders and should mean today. We can do so with solid facts about the founding and its documents.

Next month we will discuss how this legacy influenced the founders attbef the Declaration of Independence

Holy Week

Palm SundgaWorshp

“Hosanna to the Son of David,
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord!”

Sunday, April 1st @ 9:30 am
with the Lord’ Supper

Maundy Thursdg Worshp

“This cup is the new covenant in
my blood; do this, whenever you
drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Thursday, April 5th @ 7:00 pm
with the Lord’s Supper

Good Fridg Worshp

“Did not the Christ have to suffer
these things and then enter
his glory?

Friday, April 6th @ 7:00 pm
The Seven Words of the Cross

Festival of the Resurrection

7 1

Know ye, then, -- sin, death, devil, and everything that assails me
that you are missing the mark. | am not one of those who aié afrg

7! '

you. For Christ, my dear Lord, has presented to me that triumph|and

victory of His by which you were laid low. And from thisryeyift of
His | derive my name and am called a Christian. There istimer

reason. My sin and death hung about His neck on Good Friday| but

on the day of Easter they had completely disappeared. Thisyvic
He has bestowed on me. This is why | do not worry about you.

—

or

“What Luther Says”
Page 1218, Paragraph 3881

Easter SundawWorshp

“Why are you looking for the living
among the dead? He is not here;
he has risen!”

Sunday, April 8th @ 6:30 am
in Tucker’'s Gove Park
A Light breakfast will follow

Sunday, April 8th @ 9:30 am
at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
Brunch will be served after

the service
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By Sonja Todd

| always look forward to the last week in June becat
that is when my daughter Cindy and | go to the LWN
(Lutheran Women'’s Missionary Society) Annual Conve
tion. This year marks the"eyear we will have attendec
this convention. Of the 7 Bible studies being offered t . :
year, we picked “Serving Those Who Serve Our CoUSSSSESE=S S =s
try” (presented by Missionary Paul Ziemer, Civilian Cha s
lain to the Military) and “Hands Permanently Engraviiies
With Our Names” (presented by Pastor Lyle Sonnt#s
LWMS Pastoral Advisor). Cindy and | are delegates 10 : : —
our respective congregations (Cindy representing Cross of Tacoma, WA. Site of last year's LWMS Conventlon.
Christ in Boise) so we will also be attending the LWMg o
business meeting. Besides being spiritually fed for :
days, we have the opportunity to visit Detroit, Michiga
Motor City, USA.

If anyone is interested in attending please see m
will help you with all the information you need. You c
also go to the LWMS website www.lwms.org to find
more information.

If you want to get to know what our LWMS Gold
West Circuit (primarily Southern California) is currentESi:
doing and our future plans as well, please plan to ride
me to the LWMS Spring Rally in Torrance on Saturde
April 21. | have found these rallies ($5 registration whi
includes lunch) to be very rewarding.

. Detraoit, MI Renalssance Center Slte of thls year’'s
LWMS Sprlng. Ra_-”y 2007 LWMS Convention (June 2007)
Golden West Circuit

Saturday, April 21st
(Registration @ 8:15 am)

Featured Speaker:
Ruth Schaller :
She serves as the medical advisor, secretary, m? '
coordinator of the Saric / Cerro Prietto areas of g
WELS Mission to the Children in Northern Mexicp

Host Congregation:
Zion Lutheran Church

1001 West 223rd Street
Torrance, California

Phone: (310) 329-1771 Cindy and Sonja at the 2006 LWMS Tacoma Convention
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By Carl Schueler

Saturday 17 March was not only St. Patrick’s Day, it was &lsalate of a special event at Our Redeemer: The Pro-
gressive Dinner! Not quite an annual event, but close! Fdraps the fifth time in the past decade, ORLC “diners”
gathered for fellowship not once, not twice, but thrice atetinnember homes to “break bread” and enjoy a festive eve-
ning.

We started at the Proeber’s at 5PM with a fine “pot-lutidrd to believe this was not planned considering the vari-
ety and high quality of both presentation and substance) array ofadééeappetizers. These ranged from fresh shrimp
with cocktail sauce to hot artichoke dip with crackers amddh Along with wine or non-alcoholic refreshments, this
was a great way to initiate the evening.

About 6PM we shuttled by carpool to the Schueler’'s where several fireent
and side dishes were provided through a pre-planned “pot-luck” appra#ith, w
a fine sliced ham, corned beef & cabbage, stuffed potatoesea bean casse-
role, rolls, various wines and other beverages. Special porkhackko curry
dishes were prepared by Jim Everson for the occasion. Thia siadown din-
ner, and it was great to be able to host twenty diners for such a tegéic m

With conversation extending to nearly 7:30PM, it was time to noov® the
final course: Desserts! Shuttling to the Todd’s, we entdredhouse and there
on the central table was a special treat provided courtesswf Wetter: a sheet
cake with delectable strawberry filling, but we almost didietermine the com-
position because the icing was decorated with our own ORLC Sanstaared
glass window in full color!

In this era of digital photography, it is possible for a vemyall fee—compared to twenty years ago—to ice a cake
with any color image you like. Dave took advantage of thigdate a cake that would draw everyone’s attention to the
reason we gathered: Christ’s cross, and just as it is emblazonedSamtttaary window facing Cathedral Oaks Road!

Well, after a little discussion we finally convinced Davédo the honors” and cut that cake, exposing the delectable
interior we proceeded to enjoy. And there was enough left over to share wigkttbéthe Congregation the next morn-
ing at our regular post-service refreshment break!

Next time you hear about an ORLC Progressive Dinner, think about participatingl be glad you did!

“Let us not give up
meeting together, a:
some are in the habit of
doing, but let us en
courage one another
and all the more as yOrlll_
see the Day approac

Ing.”

A\~

Hebrews 10:25 NIV
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Prepared to Answer:
Telling the Greatest Story Ever Told
by Mark A. Paustian
(Northwestern Publishing House, 222 pp., $14.99)
Reviewed by Alan Todd

Just when | thought I'd read about pretty much ever Paustian is obviously very well read. He provides quotes
“method” to sharing my faith with unbelievers, along from Luther (of course), C.S. Lewis, Josh McDowell,
comes a book that presents a unique approach: Story t¢ Paul Little, G. K. Chesterton, and Larry Crabb (well
ing. known Christian psychologist who provides, among many

others, this insight: “Life itself is not about a plan to-fol

Paustian points out that for virtually every objection tc low, that is a plan to fix whatever is wrong here. It's
Christianity (or even to a belief in God) that unbelieversabout a person to trust.”). Readers get the benefit of these

may promulgate, there is a Bible story that provides aand other insights sprinkled throughout the stories that
answer. And, let's face it, we all love, and get caught u paustian tells.

in, a great story. Especially when it promises to speak

our hearts. How much more so the “greatest story ev This is the first book of a two book series, the second of
told.” In fact, Paustian reminds his readers that Jesiwhich is entitled: More Prepared to Answer — Telling the
rarely said anything to the crowds following him without Greatest Story Ever ToldMore on that in a later review
using a parable — a story — that taught about what forgiv: Allow yourself to get caught up in these stories. Your
ness, wisdom, faith, and love was all about. faith will be strengthened and you will be more confident

when sharing that faith.
And, wow, are there a lot of stories to tell! In this

book, Paustian relates over 30 stories. Each is in respomse
to some of the usual (and some unusual) questions of 1|he A ‘Good Story’ to Share
doubters and unbelievers. What are some examplgs?

“But | am pro-choice”; “There are no moral absolutes”
“With so many interpretations and denominations, wh
can say who is right"?; “I want to feel good about my-
self”; “How do | know | am Christian”?; and my favorite:
“Christians have to look more saved if | am to believe i
their Savior”.

I am such a bad person, could God ever forgive me?
A good place to start would be the thief on the crops.
Here was a man who was sentenced to the worst death
ever imagined. Jesus not only reached out to hinj in
love, he also assured him a place in heaven.

J

=)

The stories are written in a narrative format as if! Was once faithful, will God take me back?

Paustian is actually talking one on one to an unbeliever. Ime Parablr(]e of thg Prgdiga:c Son is very r%azsuﬂng.
found it initially difficult to identify with this € son who wandered so far was received back by

his father. As a matter of fact, the father went out|of
his way to welcome his lost son back into the family.
God has promised to do the same for every sinner, an
for you.

“unbeliever”; i.e., to put myself in his or her place and s
really understand why Paustian took this or that twist
turn in the story he was relating (couldn’t he just com
out and say it? Short answer: No). In addition, Paustign
often uses a stream of consciousness technique wheni|re- . ,

lating to his audience (the unbeliever) to provide somd Will gét to heaven because I'm better than a lot
insight into what is going on in his own (Paustian’s) ming©f really bad people. .

while he is telling the story. At first this seemed quirky The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector|re-
but after a while (I read this book over a two month pg- minds us that God looks at the tleart,”not at the qut-
riod using each of the stories as an evening devotion) Iward appearances, or how much “good” we do.
felt as if | really understood where Paustian was comin
from on a very personal level. A very satisfying experi
ence.

=0

_gf’m too busy to worry about spiritual matters.
The Parable of the Rich Fool is a sobering reminder to
always be ready for the return of the Lord.




Reporter’s Wanted!

Book review?
Personal Story of Faith?
Event Reports?
(Potluck, gathering, party, field trip?)

- Half-page to two pages
- Reviewed for scriptural consistency and readability
- Submit by 25th of month to appear in next issue

Hard-copy to Carl Schueler, or email to Carl Schue
(cfs_home@cox.net) & Pastor Proeber
(Pastor@orlc.net)
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A simple and rewarding way to serv

From the Editor

Thanks to Erle Pettus, Alan and Sonja Todd for articlesg

e

0

After Easter we have one new study starting, and one
getting started after a 6 week break.

The New Class starts April 22ndit will be a 4 week
discussion on the video presentation: “Islam, What the
West Needs to Know.” The series will offer us practical
insights into the teachings of Islam, and it will also pro-
vide us with practical understanding of how we can share
the “Truth” with these precious, blood bought souls.
Watch the bulletin for more information.

On April 18th we will restart the class on the Apoca-
lypse of Jesus Christ (Revelation).When the class
| ended, we had covered about half of the visions of judg-
ment the Lord revealed to the early church. What lies
ahead is the victory Christ has promised his Church, and
all who believe in him. Plan to start coming - 7:00 pm
beginning Wednesday, April 18th.

in

this month’s newsletter.The Reporteenefits from a
variety of writing styles and perspectives, and we hg
that the April issue represents a continuing trend w
articles by volunteer “reporters.”

Please consider theeporterto be a continuing opportu
nity to provide your insights into various ORLC events
which you participated, a book you read, Bible study t
was beneficial, Fellowship you enjoyed, or a plann
event that needs advertising among ORLC.

The open invitation to provide material for future issu
has resulted in a fine response. We pray that mem
will continue to think about possible articles. If you ha
an idea, and you are not sure whether to act on it, pl
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In advance of our Holy Week and Easter services, |
would like to express my gratitude and appreciation for all
those who will serve to make the celebration of our Sav-

inior's resurrection so special.

The handbell choir

The adult choir

The musicians

Those who provided flowers

Those who prepared breakfast
Those who prepared worship folders
Those who ushered

ed

es

don't hesitate to speak to Pastor Proeber or Carl Schd
for advice. Thanks!
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Handbell Choir Monday @ 7:00 pm
Bible Class Wednesday @ 7:00 pm
Adult Choir Thursday @ 7:00 pm
Church Council April 3rd @ 7:30 pm
Bd of Education April 10th @ 7:00 pm

Outreach meeting April 14th @ 9:30 am
VOTERS MEETING April 15th @ 10:45 am
Bd of Elders April 17th @ 7:00 pm
Bd of Trustees April 24th @ 7:30 pm




