FROM

The Right Direction

Cleopas and his friend were lost. They found themselves on a rdaatedhto
disappointment and despair. What brought them there were incexpettations
concerning Jesus. In his own words, Cleopas said, “We had hoped thas lilee one
who was going to redeem Israel.” He had everything turnathdrolnstead of looking
at Jesus for whom he was, he wanted him to be something eddee thaveled down this
road, he wandered further and further from the truth. This journsylemaling only to
dejection and sadness.

What transpires from that point is a lesson each of us rieadwderstand, and upon
which we need to rely. Look at how Jesus simply, yet carefiihgnoses their plight.
“What are you discussing together as you walk along?” Jeswgedllthe two disciples
to air their concerns. He does the same thing with us. lmWitation to pray, he wants
to hear our soul's desire and concern. Our Savior is nkinfagn understanding or
compassion. He doesn't cut us off with a “like it or lump ituate.” Even when we are
lost, uncertain, or just confused, he says, “let’s reason together.”

In listening to our concerns, he provides an opportunity for us &veebtur burdens.
Just like the Emmaus disciples, we can “let it all ouRight or wrong, correct or
incorrect, Jesus gives us the opportunity to share our concerns and evegepiigre.

What follows shows the love of our Savior and the incredible ba provides. We
know from Luke, Jesus gently corrected the disciples, “How fogih are, and how
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spokklehad to stop them dead in
their tracks, before he could correct their path. In a simaitarof love, Jesus does the
same for us. Whether he chooses the words, “How foolish you are argldvowf heart
to believe,” or “be still and know that | am,” the results stitt the same. He stops us in
our tracks. Purely and simply this is love. He doesn’t assuenaill figure it out on our
own. Nor does he allow us to wander aimlessly. Our path of disapmEmt and despair
need to be corrected. So, not only does he stop us from traveling dowrotite path,
he also provides the right direction.

For the Emmaus disciples this correction came in a revietieoSScriptures. Luke
records, “and beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he megltd them what was
said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.” Jesus’ solwtias so simple, yet it was
exactly what they needed. The Scriptures, together with tlakibgeof bread, opened
their eyes and rekindled the flame of joy in their hearts.

Continued on page 9



By Carl Schueler

Our Maundy Thursday service was conducted
March 20th as part of our Holy Week remembrang
During this special service we also celebrated the Lo
Supper, or Last Supper which has been illustrated
many famous paintings and graphics.

As the firstborn of the Jews were spared the de
meted out to the rest of Egypt based upon the sacrific
lambs without defect, so are we spared the “second
death” based upon the ultimate sacrifice of God’s own
Son on the cross: St. Paul writes to the Corinthians:

For | received from the Lord what | also passed on

“When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclinedo you: The Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was
at the table. And he said to them, ‘I have eagerly desiredbetrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks,
to eat this Passover with you before | suffer.” Luke he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for
22:14-15, NIV you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way,

after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is

Pastor Proeber reviewed the traditional elements of thethe new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you
Jewish Passover meal including the sacrificial Lamb, drink it in remembrance of me.” For whenever you
unleavened bread, and bitter herbs that reminded the Jewsat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the
of their bitter oppression in Egypt. He also directed our Lord’s death until he comes.
attention to the Lord’s instructions that the meal should Therefore. whoever eats the bread or drinks the cu
be eaten in haste, with each diner fully dressed and ready ’ P

to leave the table at a moment’s notice for the exodusgifnmﬁgl‘gégi:]ntﬁg Eg&oggg t;rllc?ggi; mg Egrgwky rr?;n
from their Egyptian captivity to the promised land. ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread

and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks

The purpose of the service was not to focus on the . o :
traditional Jewish Passover celebration. Nor was it to W'thOUt recognizing the body of the Lord at and drinks

simply remember Israel's Egyptian Exodus and the judgment on himself.

anticipation of an earthly kingdom. Our Maundy

Thursday service used the image of the Passover as an

illustration of the salvation provided by Jesus from our—

and the Jews of Old Testament times—true enemies:

Satan and our sin. The death of Jesus Christ, our Lord,

We celebrate with one accord;

Indeed, as demonstrated by the quote from Luke Itis our comfort in distress,

above, Jesus directed the disciples’ attention to hisOur heart’s sweet joy and happiness.

approaching suffering during the Passover supper for the

same purpose. It is therefore fitting to remember and His Word proclaims and we believe

even reenact the Passover—for the right reason. Praisd hat in this supper we receive
the Lord! His very body, as he said,
' His very blood for sinners shed.

1 Corinthians 11:23-29

Help us sincerely to believe
That we may worthily receive
Your supper and in you find rest.
Amen! They who believe are blest.
Christian Worship 135st. 1,2 &9




By Carl Schueler. is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no
resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has
On the culmination of Holy Week, Good Friday, we  been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our
experienced a semblance of the bitter cup of suffering our preaching is useless and so is your faith. If Christ
Savior endured when he went to the cross, and endured was not resurrected, we are dead in our sins.”
death and the grave. 1 Corinthians 15:12-14

Our experience was, however, not one of physical Indeed, the entire Bible is replete with “impossible”
suffering, nor of separation from God. Rather, westatements—impossible within the context of the physical
recounted the humiliating, excruciatingly exhausting ancand temporal universe and its laws established by
painful journey of the celebrated healer and leader to desbservation over the last several centuries. As “universal”
spised and rejected criminal. The journey was more thags those laws are that govern the stars and the solar
just a tragedy or travesty of justice. In Jesus’ cruadifixi system, as fixed as they are—“Tremble before Him, all
he bore the sins of all humanity, slowly dying and beinghe earth; the world also is established that it cannot be
entirely separated from the Father. In the end, he wasoved.” 1 Chronicles 16:30.
buried in a tomb illustrated by our altar diorama shown
on the following page. The natural scientist might interpret that verse as

stating that the earth is fixed and does not rotate on its

A bad dream if it weren’t the truth, a nightmare if it axis, which is obviously not the case. But the laws
weren't followed by a happy ending—the open tomb ofgoverning the world are fixed and provide a solid
Easter. Some believe that this is the only part of theeference frame for our use. This is clearly the case and
Bible that is true. I've spoken to a number of members odmazingly so, that it is more fantastic to believe that our
Catholic and Protestant churches who accept this story @forld with intertwining laws of mathematical complexity
the God-Man who died for our sins and rose again, whand beauty was not designed by a master intelligence.
ascended into Heaven and sits at the right hand of thehe Bible notes “The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no
Father. God.’ " Psalms 14:1 and 15:1

Yet these same folks refuse to accept many of the So when asked by a “believer in Christ” whether |
other fantastic stories in the Bible: the creation story iselieve the rest of the Bible, | say that where the Bible
believed to be an allegory for billions of years ofclearly states something—no matter how outrageous it
evolution, the flood did not occur, men did not live manymay seem— “as a fact,” | accept it as the Word of God.
centuries, the story of Jonah is a fable, Jesus did not raigghen asked my “rationale” for that belief, | say that it is
the dead, or feed the five-thousand, nor turn water taot “I” who believe so much as it is God who knows and
wine, and so forth. After all, they say, none of these ishat | trust him. Like a child? Exactly.
necessary to believe for salvation—and they are too
“outrageous” to be true. So we who preach “Christ crucified” also preach that

the Bible is the Word of God. We accept what is written

Yet, this Good Friday story, including the fantasticas truth to be true regardless of the consequences to our
(outrageous?) divine character of the hero, his deathyorldly reputations as “thinking” adults.
resurrection and ascension, his payment for all our sins—
this can be accepted while the other miracles are too We accept, most of all, that Christ is both God and
fantastic to believe? man, both fully divine and fully human, was tempted yet

without original sin and lived perfectly (and still does as

And if the other stories are fiction, why not this? If he retains his human body even in Heaven), that he did
God did not create the universe in six days, nor bring theie, that he did rise, that he did ascend, and finally, that he
flood, nor was Noah 600 years old and more, nor wasill return. The closed tomb - the horrible truth that the
Lazarus raised from the dead, then why believe indisciples faced on Good Friday - was indeed opened and
Christ's death and resurrection? As Paul noted: the buried Jesus did walk out Sunday morning.

“But if it is preached that Christ has been raised
from the dead, how can some of you say that there
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By Carl Schueler

On Sunday, March 23rd, the members of Our
Redeemer, together with friends and visitors, gathered in
Tucker's Grove Park at 6:30AM to celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus Christ as often represented by an
open tomb—and, in fact our altar tomb was open as
illustrated in the photo.

It is always a special service. There were the joyous
songs of praise, the Scripture lessons that proclaimed the
resurrection, and an uplifting song by the choir. The
morning was made complete with juice, shacks, and
especially some good hot coffee because the early
morning was downright cold—just several degrees above
freezing! (Editor's note: Leaving our house it was
warmer, and | wore a short-sleeved shirt. Thanks to
Wilma who—without asking—wrapped me in a cardigan;
indeed | was cold and shivering.)

Yet those who were present relished the early morning
experience, and eagerly look forward to the next
opportunity to meet outside—but hope it will be warmer.
Even more important, there was the joy in knowing Jesus
Christ rose from the dead.

Next year, plan on making the trip to Tucker's Grove,
and enjoy the brightness of the “Son” that shatters the
darkness of sin and death.

Easter Sunday continued with the Festival Service
back at the church. The ringing of handbells, the mixed
voices of the choir, and the swelling sound of the
congregation singing, “I Know that My Redeemer Lives,”
all of these added to the memorable nature of the service.

After the service members and guests enjoyed a
terrific brunch—though “pot-luck” it was excellent with a
wide variety of both hot and cold selections. Truly, it was
a day filled with blessings. Today, the celebration of
Easter is past. Still, the blessings of that day continue to
be with us, and help us every day as we remember that
Jesus was raised that day three days after he died, and did
not die but ascended alive and well to be with his Father.

And we know that he has prepared a place for each of
his believers to join him there! And that day will be here
very quickly—not one of us knows when. So we also
know we must keep watch in faith!
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index and that was Jefferson’s objectidmsChristianity).
John Adams Adams’, and many of his New England cohorts, attended

the Congregational Church which dated back to the

Pilgrim fathers (c.1620). The Congregational Church had

. by no binding creed and was more interested in promoting
David McCullough the social gospel (good deeds using Christ as the
Simon & Schuster behavioral model) than Jesus’ true gospel of salvation by

Paperbacks, 751 pp., grace alone with works flowing naturally out of love for
$11.49 what He accomplished for us on the cross; namely, our

eternal salvation.

Reviewed by Al Todd Most all acknowledged th :
existence of God (the “diviné 1he highest

One of the most effective ways to engage people i Workman”, etc.), but believed story of the
the study of history is through biography. Most of us(remember, we were foundefl American
have read history (full disclosure: the reviewer was :during the period of the so-called p o\ o1 tion is
History major in college) in what can be spectacularh ‘Enlightenment”) in the power o -
boring books full of dry facts written in an academic human reason to improve upon the this: It_Con'
framework more effective than AmbienCR™ for religious, political, and educationgl nected in one
inducing sleep. But most of us are interested in peop doctrines of the “former times.| indissoluble
and how they lived, loved, and worked compared to oL There is constant reference to the bond the

own lives. importance of “good character and -
reputation” (especially from principles of
Much has been written and said about this book (it is Adams to his sons) and of the civil

Pulitzer prize winner and the author has been awarded t para‘r‘nount |mpf)rtance of integrity government
Presidential Medal of Freedom for this and his other nor @nd “hard work”. All this with the ith th
fiction books) so | will just say that it is one of the besia@pparent hope that God would W/t INE
non-fiction works | have read for many years and onc @pprove this behavior and reward principles of
began, | could not put it down. Along the way the reade individuals —accordingly.  There Christianity.”
also learns about the crucial events that led to thSeems to be very litle un}
founding of this country and about the people who riske derstanding of original sin and the  John Adams
all for the “American experiment” — most especially Johr reality of the total depravity of man
Adams who also became the nation’s second President. SO it is little wonder that many did not dwell on Jesus as
Savior, especially the Jesus who was so horribly crucified
The author, David McCullough, includes whole @ a result of our sins. Not surprisingly, by 1800, most
sections of letters written from not just Adams (althougt Congregational churches had further degenerated into
he was probably the most prolific letter writer in America Unitarianism, and in recent years to modernism
at the time) but from other important people as well amounting to outright atheism.
Adams’ letters, both personal to his wife Abigail and the . _
other members of his family, and political, to his fellow  This book can truly be called an epic because of the
Federalists and Republicans, provide a penetrating insig Sweep of its narrative covering everything from the way
into his thinking about a wide variety of topics. | found People dressed and traveled to the major political events
especially interesting the religious views and theolog Of our nation’s founding. Highly recommended, even if
(or, as John Adams and his contemporaries would saYOU are not a history major.
“philosophy”) of Adams and some of his friends
(Jefferson, Washington, Franklin to name just a few).

In not one of Adams’ letters quoted by McCullough
was Jesus Christ mentioned by name (and only one entry
regarding Christianity is in McCullough’'s extensive
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You Ask About...Lifey Tim Pauls
(Concordia Publishing House, 160 pp., $9.99;
#0L-124880 from WELS Northwestern Publishing)

Reviewed by Al Todd

This book is authored by a conservative, confessiong
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS) pastor now af
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Boise, Idaho.

I met Rev. Tim Pauls (and wife Teresa — a Boise Higf
School Math teacher) through my son-in-law John ang
daughter Cindy who sent their children (our grand-kids
Danielle and David, to Good Shepherd’s school (Daniellg
K-5th Grade; David K-3rd grade) before it closed in 2007

Reporter’s Wanted!

Book review?
Personal Story of Faith?
Event Reports (Potluck, gathering, party, field trip?

Half-page to Three pages
Reviewed for scriptural consistency and readabilit
Due by the 25th of month to appear in next issue

Hard-copy to Carl S., or email to Carl S.
(cfs_home@cox.net) & Pastor Proeber
(Pastor@orlcsb.net)

A simple and rewarding way to serve!

for lack of funding. Rev. Pauls, in addition to pastoral
duties, was also the school principal, and sent his twc
boys there as well.

It became obvious, while visiting with Rev. Pauls, tha
both he and his wife have a love for, and interest in your]

¢
people, as well as a love for the Lord. Therefore, it digl

Thanks to Alan T. for two book reviews and to
Carl S. for his articles on Holy Week and Easter.
The Reportecontinues to benefit from a variety
of perspectives, and this issue is a continuing
series with articles by volunteer “reporters.”

in

not surprise me that he wrote this book with teenagers

mind.

The style is informal, conversational, and generously
laced with humor and self-effacement (e.g., “..don’
believe everything in this book just because | said so..").
| found it interesting and informativdu{l disclosure: |
haven't been a teenager, or lived with teenagers, in mg
years than | care to recall).

Initially, | found it curious that our WELS
Northwestern Publishing House (NPH) would offer thig
LCMS Concordia Publishing House (CPH) book for sal
in the WELS NPH catalog. The doctrinal positions
however, are in conformity with WELS so that, ever
though WELS is not in fellowship with LCMS, NPH
stocks some LCMS CPH publications provided they were
properly vetted as was done for this book.

1%

Here are the chapter headings: 1) Why Should Ydu
Spend Part of Your Life Reading this Book?; 2
Witnesses; 3) Creator and Creation; 4) Matters of Lif
and Death 5) Church and State 6) One Final Answ
One More Time.

D

=

This is a good book for teenagers that adults will also
find interesting.

re

We rejoice in the many blessings given th¢
members of our family of faith. May the Lord
continue to bless them richly.

4" - PatF.

6" - Daniel G.
Lance S.

13" - Pam S.
Eileen S.

21 - Anthony C.

239 - pastor Tom F.

24" - John F.

25" - Penny G.

26" -lan S.

30" - Colleen P.
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By Carl Schueler

'S

The three parking spaces directly across from

+1 5) 677

Board of Trustees Report

he On Saturday, March 8th, the Trustees scheduled a

Sanctuary entrance set aside for visitors (“Visiforwork day to clean up the property and buildings prior to

Parking—Welcome to ORLC!,"Reporter November
2007) have occasionally been used by ORLC memb

We believe this is probably inadvertent. Those spa

were marked “Visitor,” but only on the parking spa

tire-blocks. These are difficult to read from the drivel

seat of a car as one pulls into a space.

Therefore, we have placed more obvious visitor sig

Easter. An ambitious schedule was planned for both
erindoors and outdoors, and thanks be to God, we had a
cegreat crew that accomplished just about everything.

,g Ten members showed up ready to work, and at the end
of the morning, everything looked great. Thanks to all

those who helped on Saturday, as well as earlier on

NS hursday and Friday.

in front of each space on white posts so that one camfnot

avoid seeing the visitor marking on each of the spq
Additionally, a visitor parking sign has also been plac
at the parking lot entrance off Vala drive to infor
visitors that parking is available for their convenience.

We pray that our efforts to remove “obstacles”
visitation might serve as encouragement for prospec
visitors to indeed park and step into the Sanctuary!

Meetings for April 2008

Church Council
Board of Education
Board of Elders

Board of Trustees

April 8th at 7:00 pm
April 15th at 7:00 pm
April 22nd at 7:00 pm
April 29th at 7:00 pm
Outreach Committee May 3rd at 9:30 am
Congregational Meeting April 13th

8

As we look back over Holy Week and Easter, there
many people who served to make our celebration
worship a special time of blessing. In thanks to God

this service, it is good to commend everyone who gave

their time and efforts to proclaim the death a
resurrection of the Savior.

All of our visitors left with a lasting impression o
what was done in the name of Christ our Risen Savior.

Thank You again for your service!

tsThis is just a partial list of what was done:
ed Church windows cleaned

M Fellowship hall windows cleaned
Mini blinds dusted

o Planting areas weeded

ive Ditch trimmed

Visitor Parking posts set

Removed old posts in field

Tree stumps removed

Rock / concrete pile moved

Cobwebs removed

Weeds knocked down by entry side walk
Fields mowed

Some work does remain undone. If you have a little free
time, stop by to lend a hand. Also, you may speak with
one of the Trustees.

Clean grout on entry / kitchen

Reset stones in wall

Power wash back patio

General weeding / mowing

Installing sprinkler system

Paint / repair flag pole

0, the following projects are scheduled:
Finish parsonage fence
Addition to storage building
Front landscaping around church
Mulch planting beds
Replacement fire exit doors

prep / hang / paint

Als
are

hnd
for
p Of
nd

f

The Trustees want to thank everyone for their help in
keeping the property and buildings in good repairs




learn more about our faith in Jesus Christ.
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Through the course of 2008 there are a number
activities planned that will give us the opportunity
invite our friends, neighbors and relatives to come
Some of
information is still tentative, but the dates are set.
keep them open, and keep others informed.

pu

g

Dinner & a Movie—April 26th at 5:30 pm
In anticipation of the release of “Prince Caspian,”
We will have a free showing of the “The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe.” This will allow us to
catch the flow of the two movies that are part
of C.S. Lewis’ extraordinary work—the Chronicles
of Narnia. Make sure your friends and neighbors
find out about this opportunity.

Ladies Tea—May 17th at 2:00 pm
Most of the planning is well underway for our
Fourth Annual Tea. This year’'s speaker will
focus out attention on mission / charitable
work that can be done among the children
of Mexico. Ruth Schaller will share her
passion and her experiences. If possible, please
start thinking about how many people you
will be inviting.

Family Night at the Movies — Late May
In May, Prince Caspian will be released at the
theaters. The Outreach Committee is planning an
outing to the theater and dinner at the church.
We did this a couple of years ago, and it was well
received. As more details come together, they
will be announced.

Friday, July 4th at 4:30 pm
Tri-tip barbeque, fellowship & fireworks
Once again we will gather to enjoy the blessings
that are ours as citizens of a nation that is “one
nation under God.” A movie is planned.
After a great dinner, we will make the trip over to
Girsch Park for fireworks.

Sunday, September 21st at 10:30 am
Festival of Friendship & Worship under the Oaks
The outdoor service will be followed by a barbeque.
Once again this is a great opportunity to invite peopld

to a more informal worship service.

)
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of With a new month we return to the regular monthly
0 schedule of activities and classes. Please contact those
ndisted for more information.

the
SHandbell Choir

Practices will resume this Monday, April 7th, at 7:00
pm. Preparations will begin for Pentecost, Trinity,
Confirmation and the Sunday after Independence Day. If
you would like join, please speak with Debbie A.
Experience is not necessary.

Choir

Like the Handbell Choir, after a short break, practices
will start Thursday, April 10th. Practices begin at 7:00
pm and usually last about an hour. If you would like to
sing praises to the Lord, just come! You may speak to
Pastor Proeber for more information.

Wednesday Bible Study

After enjoying the blessings of Lent and Holy Week, a
new Bible Class will start Wednesday evening, April 16th
at 7:00 pm. The class will focus on 2 Corinthians and
Paul's struggle with the “super apostles.” Not only will
we consider the qualifications for the ministry, we will
also address the question: “How Does Your Pastor
Measure Up?”

Sunday Morning

As always there will be a class after the worship
service. These classes will cover a number of topics and
utilize a number of different presentation formats -
general studies, DVD’s, and topical studies. In May we
will return to Luther's Large Catechism, particularly the
sections of the Lord’s Prayer, the Lord’'s Supper and
Baptism.

Suggestions for studies are always welcome. Please
share them with Pastor Proeber, or one of the members of
the Board of Education - John F., Art B., or Carl S.

“Let us not give up meeting together, as
some are in the habit of doing, but let yis
encourage one another—and all the mqgre

as you see the Day approaching.”
Hebrews 10:25 NIV




Continued from page 1

The Savior's answer is one we need to remember. Often thamsers that are offered when disappointment and
despair arise are: “Do this,” “Do more,” or “Try harder.'nfortunately, when we rely on what we do, or the evidence
of works in our lives, it is like telling a drowning person, swim harder.

It may sound helpful, but it doesn’t accomplish anything. RememberJbeus redirected the Emmaus disciples to
Moses and the Prophets. Later he added the unique visible assufrimedreaking of bread. Jesus directed them to
the same place he directs us - Word and Sacrament. Thebe aféective means to not only provide a good direction
for our lives, but to relieve our hearts from despair.

What makes Word and Sacrament so effective is the proctamatit's done.” These echo Jesus’ words from the
cross. They proclaim the power of Jesus’ life and work. Ty us every reason to put our trust in him. And this is
not a misplaced trust, because, “those who put their trust in the Lord willbeyert to shame.”

Certainly good works are an important result of our life €. But if we are searching for peace, or if we need
answers, or if understanding is illusive, or if despair is overshadowingleaoé, there is only one place to look. Itis to
our Savior and what he has done. This message of confidefreely offered in Word and Sacrament. This is where
we need to look for the right direction.

When we travel we can rely on any number of resources - ghmlsiioning systems, compasses, maps, internet
searches, or even personal experience. Still, all of these thair limitations. None can provide 100% reliable
information 100% of the time. As we travel through this,ldve can rely on many things as well. What we do, our
attitude to others, good advice, our ingenuity and even our experience. Stillha®htave their limitations. None can
provide 100% reliable direction 100% of the time. There is onlyptaxee where we can turn. One person upon whom
we can always depend. That is our Lord and his Word. Here veedear direction. Here we have a Savior who is
always there for us. What better place to turn than to the one who saljew‘fme!”
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“Jesus said, ‘| am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.
John 10:9

“‘One Way”

One Way, the sign is clear. The print is bold. The wordéatee middle of a large red circle. It can’t be
missed, or can it? All too often the newspaper reports of somguménored the sign. The end result might
be as simple as the embarrassment of a ticket, or as tragic as a hellidion.c

One way, it is an important sign. It is there to keep yoe aafl going in the right direction. The sign is
important in another special way. One way, it is the sign posted on the pathdn.hea

Certainly there are those who believe, there are many pathsdt@it heaven. Nothing could be further
from the truth, and Jesus’ own words testify to that truth.

Jesus presents a clear picture of how a person entermgfu®ik of heaven, or as John records, the sheep
pen. There is only one way, and that is through Jesus.

The words are clear: “Whoever enters through me.” Entrytsbased upon good works. Nor is it
dependant upon good intentions. Nor does it come through changing Godéaddancdcenter. Yes, God loves
all, but God is also just and will deny entry to all who disobey him. Consequéatiyeaves only one way.

Jesus said clearly: “I am the gate.” No one can entboutithim. His role as the gate is further clarified
through his words to the disciples (John 14:6): “I am the way, the truth and the life, rmeto the Father
except through me.” In addition, Jesus’ prayer in the Garddbetfisemane can not be ignored (Matthew
26:42): “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be takeay unless | drink it, may your will be done.”
God the Father's answer and Jesus’ suffering and death on tee@veal the significance of the words: ‘I
am the gate.” God has provided no other way into the kingdom ofheaxcept through Jesus and his
precious work.

This was the point of Jesus’ illustration. It is a poinauh not deny. | need Jesus to rescue me from death
and the devil's power. | need Jesus to be my source of forgivandgseace. | need Jesus to make me one of
his sheep. In simple words, | need Jesus to be the gate through which | can entgdtre &f heaven and be
saved.

Prayer Thoughts

O dearest Jesus, you have died to bring me into your kingdom.n@itke faith to look to you as the gate
through which I can enter in joy. Amen.



