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For a moment, say you had the opportunity to open your home to someone from an-
other country.  This person would be with you throughout the holiday season.  What 
would that person say about your celebration?  What insights would be taken back to 
their home regarding this time of year? 

 
I’m sure if such a guest would walk into any of our homes, it would be quite an ex-

perience.  There would be the sights, the sounds and the aromas.  All of them would 
leave the senses excited.  The sight of the decorations would be inspiring.  Old and pre-
cious, new and unique, simple and ornate - it would be a feast for the eyes.  Next would 
be the aroma of pine, savory feasts, fresh baked cookies and treats.  There might be a hint 
of spiced cider mulling on the stove.  There might even be the warmth and glow from a 
crackling fire.  If this were not enough to excite the senses, there would also the sounds 
of the special songs of the season. 

 
Needles to say, a celebration like this would make an indelible impression upon any-

one.  But would this be the only memory of Christmas a visitor would have in your 
home? 

 
For many of us, Christmas is a high point.  We look forward to the wonder and beauty 

of the season.  We enjoy decorating our homes.  We are excited by the search for the per-
fect tree.  We look forward to the time with family and friends.  We can even handle the 
crowds while shopping for the just the right gift.  Still, is this Christmas?   

 
How would you fill in the blank:  Christmas is __________________.   Is it the lights, 

the decorations, the presents, the food, the songs, the family gatherings?  I’m sure most 
of us would say there is more to Christmas than just the outward celebration.  There has 
to be more!  If Christmas is only ornaments, lights, trees, presents and the like, then we 
shouldn’t be surprised when we feel let down after Christmas comes and goes.  Christ-
mas can only bring us joy and lasting happiness when we remember what it is all about. 

 
From experience we can see the world has over-commercialized Christmas.  The true 

meaning is lost in the blaze of colored and flashing lights.  Can we say without hesitation 
we have not been affected?  Why do we celebrate Christmas?  The quick answer might 
be, that was the day Jesus was born.  Unfortunately, as quickly as we give that answer, 
we go on with our business as usual.  What does it mean that Jesus was came into this 
world and was born of a virgin?  Think about it for a moment! 

 
Continued on page 5 
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By Carl Schueler 
 

From 5:30-7:30 pm, on Sunday November 18th, the 
Fellowship Hall at Our Redeemer became a “home away 
from home,” decorated with the family-style dining at-
mosphere that has developed over the past ten years. 
Decorations were this year provided by Gilda C., Sonja T. 
and Karolyn H. in the form of creative table center-pieces, 
table cloths, candles, and other appropriate items.  It was a 
perfect Fall evening during which we could celebrate the 
Lord’s grace and freedoms still enjoyed by all citizens of 
these United States of America. 

 
There were 32 in attendance.  In addition to 25 ORLC 

members, relatives from out of town and some friends 
joined the festivities.  Excellent seasonal dishes of various 
types including lamb and chicken as well as traditional 
white and dark turkey with stuffing, yams, and cranberry 
sauce complemented salads, potatoes and various bever-
ages including both red and white wines to provide a plen-
tiful repast.   

 
Topped off with desserts including pumpkin pie and 

several other sweet surprises, coffee and tea, the dinner 
was a fine success. Combined with pleasant conversation 
around several tables, the evening passed quickly. 

 
Following the meal, Karolyn led a discussion of vari-

ous reminiscences of family gatherings around Thanksgiv-
ing tables in years gone by, and then she led a humorous 
“quiz” based on clever Bible related questions with sur-
prise answers.  For example, the first question was: 

 
“What kind of man was Boaz before he married Ruth?”  

Erle P., who had not been pre-briefed on the quiz nor 
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had seen the questions before the rest of us, quickly re-
sponded with the correct answer—to everyone’s amaze-
ment. (See bottom of page 7 if you, like the rest of us that 
evening, are unable to perceive the answer—hint: It may 
seem obvious once you discover it.) 

 
The rest of the questions were even more cleverly asked 

and answered, requiring both knowledge of the Bible as 
well as a sharp comic turn of mind.   

 
We’ll be posting more of Karolyn’s Thanksgiving Bible 

questions and answers in upcoming issues of the Reporter. 
Look for them in the “Humor-Aside” column in the next 
several issues. 

 
Finally, after the laughter subsided Pastor closed the 

evening with a brief prayer of final thanks. Then, many 
hands made relatively light work of clean-up, clearing ta-
blecloths, moving tables and chairs, and vacuuming the 
carpets.   

 
Thanks to those who prepared dishes to share, set up 

the Fellowship Hall, and organized the annual Thanksgiv-
ing dinner potluck! And, thanks most of all to Him who 
makes our thanksgivings possible—praise the Lord! 

“Let us not give up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing, but let us encour-
age one another–and all the more as you see 
the Day approaching.”  

Hebrews 10:25 

Good fun, good fellowship and good food! 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!  His love endures forever! 



By Alan Todd 
 

Every three (3) years in October, Church Mutual In-
surance Company reviews and renews our church “multi-
peril” insurance policy.  This policy is termed multi-peril 
because it covers more than just the church property and 
buildings.   

 
The policy covers such things as, for example, theft of 

money and securities, professional liability with respect 
to any counseling our pastor performs, in addition to 
other types of coverage including fire and weather-related 
property damage. That said, by far the most costly por-
tion of the policy is for damage to the church property 
and the three major buildings (Sanctuary, Fellowship 
Hall, and Parsonage).  

 
During this most recent renewal period, Church Mu-

tual sent out their representative, Mark Dahlberg, to reas-
sess our building replacement costs. To no one’s surprise 
who owns a home, or is hoping to buy a home, in Santa 
Barbara, Mark found that our replacement costs were 
substantially understated since they were based on 2004 
replacement costs.  As a result, the assessment of replace-
ment costs needed significant upgrading.  

 
The result was an increase in our coverage costs from 

a 2007 budgeted amount of $1,800 to $2,425.  This 
amounts to a 35% increase in costs which roughly paral-
lels the increase in building replacement costs since 2004 
for our area of Santa Barbara.   

 
The Board of Trustees will be looking at ways to 

eliminate budgeted costs in other areas, unless General 
Fund offerings increase accordingly, to meet the 2007 
approved budgeted costs. 
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  1st —Alan T 
11th —Isaac R 
12th —Bill W 
23rd —Barbara G 
 
And, of course: 
25th—Jesus Christ  

our new-born Savior! 

Meetings for December 
 

Church Council December   4th  at 7:30 pm 
 
Outreach  December   8th  at 9:30 am 
 
Board of Elders December 11th at  7:00 pm 
 
Board of Education December 12th at  7:00 pm 
 
Board of Trustees December 18th at  7:30 pm 
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By Alan Todd 
 

November was a relatively “quiet” month for the B & 
G Committee. 

 
We obtained a bid from John Shamel (Eileen’s son) 

for blinds for the church windows that would make dark-
ening the church easier for viewing videos and other 
presentations on the big screen.  The bid was $3,200.  
Since this is substantially over the maintenance budget 
for 2007, this may have to be postponed until 2008.  
Thanks to Jim E., Dave V., and Pastor we hardwired the 
speaker in the Fellowship Hall to the amplifier in the 
church.  This will enable people who are in the Fellow-
ship Hall (e.g. quieting a small child) to hear the church 
service. 

 
The parsonage is starting to show its age.  Crocker 

Heating and Air Conditioning was called out to adjust the 
furnace fan switch.  The technician said that we should 
plan on replacing the heater in the next couple of years as 
this original heater (25+ years old!) is very inefficient.   
In addition, the water softener broke down and we ob-
tained bids to replace it (this will be accomplished next 
week). 

 
Another busy month is planned for December.  Just 

this past week the carpet in the fellowship hall was 
cleaned, and some organizing was done in the kitchen.  
Next is our annual pre-Christmas work-day on Saturday, 
December 15 from 0900 until 1200.  Please keep this date 
in mind as you make plans in December so you can come 
by and help beautify the grounds for Christmas.  Work 
will include cleaning the windows and blinds, weeding, 
brush and rock removal, tree trimming and debris haul-
ing. 
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By Carl Schueler 
 

As noted previously in the Reporter (e.g., September p. 
10 “Building and Grounds Report”), the Sanctuary is now 
over 30 years old with no major interior maintenance or 
repairs since new.  The carpet and pews are original, and 
are both showing their age and use, like a well-worn pair 
of comfortable old shoes.  

 
“Baby” needs a new pair of shoes! The entry area car-

pet in particular is quite worn and faded, and several pews 
have worn past the point where minor repairs will bring 
them back to respectable condition. 

 
Three options have been identified by the Trustees to 

restore the Sanctuary to a proper condition: 
 
1. Repair or replace the carpet and pews to refurbish the 

Sanctuary to its original design. 
2. Perform “spot” repairs to the carpet and pews and 

wait a few more years to either refurbish or redesign. 
3. Redesign the Sanctuary floor-covering and seating to 

provide more flexible utility as well as an excellent 
worship space. 

 
These options cover the range of possible options other 

than doing nothing.  Doing nothing, however inexpensive 
as that may be, seems (based on a casual look around the 
Sanctuary—see the accompanying photos showing worn 
carpet and deteriorating furnishings) irresponsible stew-
ardship. 

 
Therefore, the Trustees have done research on the 

costs of the three options noted above to address the Sanc-
tuary maintenance issue before the Congregation. 

 
An experienced church pew refinisher in Los Angeles 

estimated approximately $45/linear foot of pew bench to 
refurbish.  A full-length pew would cost about $450 to 
restore or about $10,000 to restore all the pews.  Carpet 
area is about 200 square yards, so at a typical cost of 
about $20/yard, replacing the carpet would cost about 
$4000. Therefore, the total cost of simply restoring the 
Sanctuary to original condition would be about $14,000 
(fourteen thousand dollars).  This is somewhat less than 
repaving the parking lot which we perform about every 
five years. 
 

Option 2 costs depend upon how many pews must be 
fully restored and how much carpet should be replaced.  
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The downside of option 2, however, is the risk that re-
stored pews and carpet will contrast with unrestored pews 
and carpet to yield an “uneven” look that may be a step 
backwards from doing nothing at all. For this reason, the 
Trustees have decided not to pursue option #2. 

 
Turning to option 3, the Trustees have researched 

available pew and flooring options to replace the three-
decades old design we have.  The bottom line is that the 
cost would be about double the cost of simply refurbish-
ing our pews and replacing the carpet, but there may be 
substantial advantages worth considering. 

 
One approach to option 3 being suggested to the Coun-

cil by the Board of Trustees is to consider “flexible” pews. 
These are pews assembled of individual seats each capa-
ble of standing alone like chairs, yet when connected to-
gether in a row, provide bench-like seating very similar in 
look and feel to a traditional pew bench such as we now 
use in our Sanctuary.  These are used elsewhere by the 
WELS in newer Sanctuaries, and in particular, are used in 
the Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (WLS) chapel. 

 
Advantages of the flexible pews include: 

· Light and portable, easily rearranged for smaller, 
more intimate worship settings, or special events. 

· Comfortable, safe design providing long wear and 
traditional appearance. 

· Easily moved to storage when floor-space is needed. 
 
The only disadvantage of the flexible pews is that they 

are not the same pews we have and will take some 
“getting used to.” This is an issue of style and tradition 
which the Trustees are aware may be a concern for some 
in the Congregation. 

 
Pastor Proeber notes, however, that at least one pew 

immediately needs repair or replacement: the Pastor’s pew 
by the lectern. One leg of this pew has literally collapsed! 
Therefore, the Church Council approved obtaining a two-
piece sample of the “flexible” pew to temporarily replace 
Pastor’s pew and give the Congregation a chance to exam-
ine the Trustees’ option 3 recommendation. 

 
The cost of this sample is about $250 and will give us 

all an opportunity to view option 3, actually sit down and 
experience this option, and participate knowledgeably in 
discussions leading to the most effective way to restore 
our Sanctuary to a respectable physical condition.   
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This is Christmas, from page 1 
 

Jesus’ birth is one of the greatest miracles ever recorded in the Bible.  Jesus, the true Son of God from all eternity, 
took on our flesh and blood.  It’s almost unbelievable.  Now consider this as well.  Jesus was born of a virgin.  His birth 
was not routine in any respect.  In addition, consider the reason why he gave up the full use of his power as God.  He did 
it to live under the law he originally established for all people.  Couple this with the knowledge he came to serve, suffer 
and die, it’s simply amazing.  Who would ever think this tiny, helpless infant would accomplish all this?  Who would 
ever think such a humble birth would result in such great blessing?  This is Christmas!  It is not the lights, the food, the 
tree, people, or the presents.  It’s all about the birth of the Savior, our Savior.  It’s all about God’s Son coming to earth to 
be Emmanuel - God with us.  It’s all about peace, the true and lasting peace established between us and God by this 
child.  It’s all about us and our rescue from death and damnation.  It’s all about the praise this Savior deserves for his 
undeserved love.  This is Christmas! 
 

This is what we need to remember as we approach December 24th and 25th. It is also what we want to keep as the 
central focus of our celebration.  If we miss this, or lose sight of our Savior, Christmas will mean nothing.  We will also 
find ourselves tired, depressed, without joy, and lacking peace and contentment.  All this will become painfully apparent 
when we finish the meal, say good-bye to our guests, pack away the presents, and take down the decorations.  On the 
other hand, if we cherish Christmas for what it is, we will see the joy of Jesus’ birth every day of our life.  We will find 
ourselves energized by a Savior’s love.  We will realize life has significant meaning and an extraordinary purpose.  We 
will even experience a joy-filled peace that can not fade.  This is what the true celebration of Christmas can provide. 

 
In a world of growing problems, pressures, commercialization and self-centeredness,  we need something solid upon 

which we can depend.  If we accept what the world offers we may have great expectations, but they will never material-
ize.  This is why we need to know what Christmas is. 

 
Christmas is more than a once a year celebration.  It is something to which we can turn 365 days a year.  A day 

should never go by without considering what God the Father did for us through the birth of his Son.  This is Christmas.  
If this memory becomes dull or diminished in any way, return to the stable.  Make the journey back to Bethlehem.  
Kneel beside the humble manger with the shepherds.  Gaze upon the infant King with a faith-filled heart.   Join in the 
chorus with the heavenly hosts.  Here you will see God’s gift of love to a sinful world.  Here you will see your Savior.  
Here you will see joy, hope, comfort and peace.  This is Christmas! 

O Jesus Christ, your manger is 
 My paradise where my soul is reclining. 
For there, O Lord, 
 We find the Word 
Made flesh for us -- 
 Your grace is brightly shining. 
 
Dear Christian friend, on him depend; 
 Be of good cheer and let no sorrow move you. 
For God’s own child 
 In mercy mild 
Joins you to him -- 
 How greatly God must love you! 
 
The world may hold her wealth and gold; 
 But you, my heart, keep Christ as your true treasure. 
To him hold fast 
 Until at last 
A crown is yours and honor in full measure. 

 
Christian Worship 40 st. 1,3 & 5 
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December is a month with many special activities and 
opportunities to worship and praise our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Take a look at them, then plan to come and “see 
this thing that the Lord has told us about.” 
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On Wednesday, December 5th and 19th, we will come 

together to consider the significance of Jesus’ coming.  
As Scripture clearly teaches, Jesus came first in humilia-
tion to be our Savior.  The second coming is when Jesus 
will come again in glory to bring all believers from this 
world into his kingdom. 

In a time when the world attempts to draw us away 
from what is truly important, we need to make sure we 
never lose sight of God’s Word.  Come, worship your 
coming Savior! 
 

“A Savior who Rescues Us by His Birth” 
December 5th 

 
“A Savior who Rescues Us by His Return” 

December 19th 
 

Both services begin at 7:00 pm 
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“And it came to pass in those days.”  Each of us can 
recall those words with great joy and delight.  We know 
what they mean, and we know what God did when the 
time was right.  On December 24th we will gather to re-
member “the great news of great joy” that God an-
nounced when his Son came into this world. 

 
The worship service will start at 7:00 pm.  It will fol-

low the theme:  “A Cradle, A Cross and A Crown.”  The 
service will feature congregational readers, the handbell 
choir and adult choir.  Following the candle light service, 
we will meet in the fellowship hall for some light refresh-
ments. 

 
Plan to make this service a part of your Christmas 

celebration.  In addition to you and your family, make 
plans to invite your friends and neighbors to join you in 
praising God for the birth of his Son. 

 
If you need an invitation, there will be a good supply 

on the table outside.  Pick up several and share the good 
news - Christ Jesus is born! 
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On December 25th, we will gather for worship, but it 
will be more than a typical Tuesday morning.  We will 
meet to worship and praise our gracious God for the gift 
of his Son, our new-born Savior.  Our Christmas Day ser-
vice of praise will focus on the songs of love and thanks 
we sing in worship of our God and Lord. 
 

The service begins at 9:30 am.   
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On Sunday, December 16th everyone - young and old 
- is invited to meet at 2:30 pm to decorate the church.  
After a couple of hours of “light work,” we will break for 
a chili dinner at 4:45 pm.  Everyone is encouraged to 
bring along chili and dessert.  Bread, salad, and cheese 
are good staples to round out the menu. 

 
After dinner we will do some Christmas caroling.  The 

plan in the works currently is to see Irene E. and sing at 
Wood Glen Hall.  From there we will go to see Ted M. at 
Maravilla.  We have a couple of other requests as well.  
The evening will come to a grand conclusion at Karolyn 
H’s home. 

 
If you would like more information, please speak with 

Pastor Proeber.  Maps and song books will be available, 
along with more specific information. 
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On Tuesday, December 18th the ladies of Our Re-
deemer will get together for their annual Christmas fellow-
ship.  At 7:00 pm everyone will meet at the home of Gilda 
C. to enjoy an evening of readings, songs, fellowship and 
fun.  If you are planning to come, please think about car 
pooling since parking is somewhat limited. 

Please bring along 3-4 dozen cookies, plus a gift for the 
gift exchange. 

If you would like more information, please call Gilda. 
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Thanks to Alan and Sonja T. for their articles in this 

month’s newsletter.  (As always thanks to Carl S. for his 
articles and the initial formatting).  The Reporter continues 
to benefit from a variety of perspectives, and we hope that 
this issue represents a continuing trend with articles by vol-
unteer “reporters.” 

 
Please consider the Reporter to be a continuing opportu-

nity to provide your insights into various ORLC events in 
which you participated, a book you read, Bible study that 
was beneficial, Fellowship you enjoyed, or a planned event 
that needs advertising among ORLC. 

 
The open invitation to provide material for future issues 

has resulted in a fine response. We pray that members will 
continue to think about possible articles.  If you have an 
idea, please don’t hesitate to speak to Pastor Proeber or 
Carl S. for advice.  Thanks 

Reporter’s Wanted! 
Book review? 

Personal Story of Faith? 
Event Reports? (Potluck, gathering, party, field trip?) 

 
Half-page to two pages 

Reviewed for scriptural consistency and readability 
by 25th of month to appear in next issue 

 
Hard-copy to Carl Schueler, or email to Carl Schueler 

(cfs_home@cox.net) & Pastor (pastor@orlcsb.net) 
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We welcome Maria F., Sonja T’s mother, to our congregation.  After the death of her 
husband Jim earlier this year, Maria decided to move to Santa Barbara to be near her 
daughter, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.  She will be living in Friendship 
Manor which is near the University. 
 
Maria was born and raised in Belgium and experienced the Nazi occupation of Belgium 
as a young woman.  She immigrated to the United States, with Sonja, in 1952.   She 
lived in Long Beach, California (where Sonja was raised) and then moved to New Jersey 
and finally to Oneida, New York where she has lived for the past 20 years.  Oneida is in 
central New York (between Syracuse and Albany).   Although she leaves many friends 

in Oneida, she is looking forward to making new friends here in Santa Barbara. 
 
Maria will be taking instruction from the Pastor on our Christian faith and we hope she will decide to become a member 
of our congregation in the very near future. 

 

STORY OF ELIJAH   
 

   The Sunday school teacher was carefully explaining the 
story of Elijah the Prophet and the false prophets of Baal. 
She explained how Elijah built the altar, put wood upon 
it, cut the steer in pieces, and laid it upon the altar.  And 
then, Elijah commanded the people of God to fill four 
barrels of water and pour it over the altar. He had them 
do this four times “Now,” said the teacher, “can anyone 
in the class tell me why the Lord would have Elijah pour 
water over the steer on the altar?” 

A little girl in the back of the room started waving her 
hand, “I know! I know!” she said, “To make the gravy!” 

  
 

LOT’S WIFE   
   The Sunday School teacher was describing how Lot’s 
wife looked back and turned into a pillar of salt, when 
little Jason interrupted, “My Mummy looked back once, 
while she was driving,” he announced triumphantly, “and 
she turned into a telephone pole!” 
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Answer to the Thanksgiving Question 
 

What kind of man was Boaz before he married Ruth? 
 

Ruthless 
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Matthew 24:42 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.” 
 

“Keep Watch” 
 

Tommy knew his grandparents were coming.  They had sent him a special note on his birthday.  In it they 
said they would see him on Saturday.   To say Tommy was excited would have been an understatement.  Two 
hours before his usual wake up time, he was dressed.  Soon he was in his parent’s room asking them, “When 
are Grandma and Grandpa going to arrive?”  Tommy’s mom and dad knew they were in for a challenging day. 

 
Before they finished breakfast Tommy looked out the front door twice and the kitchen window three times.  

Throughout the morning his parents tried to interest him in a game, a walk, and even his favorite movie.  Still, 
he would not be distracted.  Finally, they put chair by the front window and said, “Keep watch, then let us 
know when Grandma and Grandpa show up.” 

 
Tommy sat in his chair like a statue.  His undivided attention was directed to the driveway.  Absolutely 

nothing was going to keep him from missing his grandparent’s arrival. 
 
Tommy’s actions may seem excessive, but I can learn something from them.  My Savior has promised me, 

“I will come again.”  He has also forewarned me, “Keep watch, because you do not know on what day your 
Lord will come.”  But do I really take what he says seriously? 

 
Tommy teaches me a valuable lesson.  In the same way he focused on his grandparent’s arrival, I need to 

focus on Jesus’ arrival.  Nothing should be able to distract me from being ready to welcome him.  But this is 
not always the case.  I let the world distract me.  I allow problems to shift my focus.  I can even see how I have 
permitted Satan to make me lose my concentration.  No wonder I find myself unprepared. 

 
My Savior is coming, and he is coming for me.  This is his promise.  I need to be ready for that day.  I need 

to keep watch so I will be ready to greet him.  This calls for due diligence on my part.  First, I need to resist all 
the distractions that are present.  Then I need to focus on the words and promises of my Savior.  Here I find 
everything I need to prepare myself. 

 
Jesus wants me to keep watch for his return.  On that day he will receive me to himself and into his heav-

enly kingdom.  This is a day for which I long and want to be prepared, because it will be a day of great joy and 
blessing. 

 
As soon as Tommy’s grandparents pulled into the driveway, he was out of his chair and out of the door like 

a shot.  He couldn’t wait to welcome them.  It is the same anticipation I want to have in view of my Savior’s 
return.  I want to be ready.  I want to welcome Jesus as my Lord and as my Savior.  I want to keep watch. 
 
 

Prayer 
O dearest Jesus, your have encouraged me to keep watch for the day of your return.  Keep me ready at all times 
to welcome you, and to be ready to stand before you.  In this way I can look forward to life in heaven with you, 
the Father, and the Spirit.  Hear me and strengthen me, all according to your undeserved love and compassion.  
Amen! 
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