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You've probably heard the expression, “old habits are hard to brd'ak.’seen that my-
self every time | get into a car and reach for the trasson shift stick. In my most recent
vehicle, the shift stick is located on the dash board. In another it isdawatee center con-
sole between the two front seats. The third, on the forntelr wsed to drive, was on the
steering wheel column. Since this was the car | had thedgngsu can probably guess
what my hand usually reaches to grasp. Nothing! Neitherltavd today has a shift stick
in that place. Old habits are hard to break! They arelierduse they are an engrained ac-
tion, and can be done without even thinking about it.

That's the problem! And that is why old habits need to be broRéow I'm not talking
about shift sticks, the way one scrubs the floor, the way one dleamgndows, or even the
way one cuts the grass. The old habits that need to be brok#rearres that have their
source in the sinful self.

You and | are familiar with these old habits - selfishnessfference, apathy, false con-
tentment, greed, lack of humility, quickness to criticizedimess to give up, unwillingness
to consider change, and reluctance to offer true forgiveness.ndt an attractive list. The
results of these old habits are just as unattractive. h@te part to explain is, how do | jus-
tify these old habits when | consider the new life God has given us throughmleSasior?

This is why you and | need to remember some of the New Meatamperatives: “put
off, get rid of, flee from.” These reveal a different wahylife, a better way of life. Namely
the life Jesus died and rose again to secure. The lifevhe fyeely through the working of
the Gospel and the Holy Spirit.

This new way of life means change is always happening. \Midér time for this
change to begin than in the New Year! Now, | am not advocatioggalist of resolutions.
These rarely work and usually provide no motivation. What ldrocating is a life built
on the undeserved love God has shown to us in Jesus. Here is thégualeange. Here is
the never failing source of motivation. Here is the meaningful rewardollavs change.

Certainly this kind of change won’t happen over night. Neithéritthappen if | don’t
commit to it completely. Old habits are hard to changék first step must always be to
begin the process. Herein lies the greatest challenge.

(Continued on page 3)



This We BelievéQuestions and Answers)
Richard L. Gurgel
(Northwestern Publishing House, 280 pp., $15.99)
A Book Review by Alan Todd

More specifically, why are you a member of Our ReJustification By Grace Through Faith; Section V: Good
deemer Evangelical Lutheran Church (ORLC) that in tu Works and Prayer; Section VI: The Means of Grace; Sec-
is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Luthertion VII: Church and Ministry; Section VIII: Church and
Synod (WELS)? | hope you became a member beca State, and Section IX: Jesus’ Return and the Judgment) and
first and foremost you believe that we are committed (\the doctrinal statements contained in each of those sec-
believe, teach, and confess) to the full trafhScripture tions. The book also includes a subject index.
as explained in the Lutheran Confessions.

Let's look at a couple of examples (from the over 300

If your baby pictures are in black and white (anquestions and answers) from Professor Gurgel’s insightful
maybe even if they aren't), it has been a long time sir book.
your confirmation. Are you still able to explain what yo
believe and why you believe it? Are you “...always pre  The first example is from Section Ill: Christ and Re-
pared to give an answer to everyone who asks you...” demption. Doctrinal state-
Peter 3:15)? When Pastor Proeber states that the Wi ment 6 reads as follows: “6
is Christ-centered, confessional, and consistent, do yWe reject the views thal
really understand what that means? consider the Gospel ac

counts to be pious fiction "\ /

Most of us need to be instructed and reminded fideveloped by early Chris- ;,ﬁ
quently about the answers to these and other importtians to express their idea \§
questions. The WELS recognized this and published a about Jesus Christ rathe
page booklet “This We Believe,” in 1967. Since then, ttthan a true account of wha N
WELS has revised the booklet twice (1980 and 199‘actually happened in his-
Both revisions attempted to make the document mctory. We reject all attempts
readable. Neither revision was undertaken as a resul to make the historical accuracy of events in Christ's-life
any doctrinal changes. That said, the booklet “This V such as his virgin birth, his miracles, or his bodily resurrec-
Believe” was primarily written as a basis for doctrinz tion — appear unimportant or even doubtful. We reject the
discussions with other church bodies, not for the gene attempts to stress a “present encounter with the living
reader. Christ” in such a way that Jesus’ redemptive work recorded

in Scripture loses its importance”.

In “This We Believe - Questions and AnswerBrb-
fessor Richard Gurgel has provided concrete explar  Professor Gurgel follows that doctrinal statement with
tions, geared toward the layperson and for use in ev two key questions: 1) How do we know that the Scriptures
day life, of the WELS doctrines contained in the bookl are more than pious fiction developed by the early church?
“This We Believe.” Written in &uestion and Answer 2) What does a “present encounter with the living Christ”
format, he does an excellent job of explaining in practic mean, and what is the danger of such an emphasis? (Note:
terms what each of the doctrinal statements mean. you can get the answers on pages 80 and 81 of the book).

Professor Gurgel uses the “This We Believe” bookl A second example is from Section IX: Jesus’ Return
as an outline and the doctrinal statements contair and the Judgment. Doctrinal statement 4 reads as follows:
therein as section headings with questions and answ “4. We believe that when Jesus returns and his voice is
following each doctrinal statement. So, the book contai heard throughout the earth, all the dead will rise, that is,
all of the original “This We Believe” sections (Sectioi their souls will be reunited with their bodies (John
I:God and His Revelation; Section II: Creation, Mankin(5:28,29). Together with those still living, the resurrected

and Sin; Section llI: Christ and Redemption; Section I\
(Continued on page 3)



(Lutheran, continued from page 2)

will appear before his throne of judgment. The unk
lievers will be condemned to an eternity in he)
Those who by faith have been cleansed in the bl
of Christ will be glorified and will live with Jesus
forever in the blessed presence of God in hea
(Philippians 3:21).”

Professor Gurgel follows that doctrinal stateme
with several key questions. Here are a couple:
How will God raise all the dead when many who di
long ago have returned to dust? 2) Since the soul
those who died before the Last Day have alred
gone to heaven or hell, what is the purpose of hav
all stand before God on judgment day? (Note: V
can get the answers on pages 255 and 256 of
book).

| hope that gives you a flavor for the book. Ag
mentioned earlier, there are over 300 questions
answers. Many, if not most of those questions &
accompanying answers undoubtedly came from re
ers of ‘Forward in Christ” (the official magazine of
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod).

As many of you probably know, Professor Gurg
is a contributing editor to Forward In Christ an
writes a popular monthly article entitled “Q&A at th
foot of the cross” where readers are able to sub

guestions about the Bible and WELS doctrine and

receive answers and commentary based on G
Word.

Professor Gurgel currently serves as a professg
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (Mequon, WI) whe
he teaches Systematic Theology, Education,
Homiletics (the art of preaching). He also serves

the Worship department chairman. Professor Gurget

is a member at Calvary, Thiensville, WI.

For those of us who were raised in another L
theran Synod and witnessed what happens when
full truth of the Scripture is no longer preached a
taught, this book reminds us again of how blessed
are to be members of the WELS where the full try
of Scripture as explained in the Lutheran Confessit
is believed, taught, and confessed. More importan
this book will help you “...grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ..
Peter 3:18).

To God alone belongs all the glory!

DOGven be a painful at times.

(Old Habits, continued from page 1)

€- No one likes to change. It takes you out of your comfort

l. zone. It makes you think about what you are doing. It may
Remember the last pair of new
shoes you broke in? But change is what the Christian’s life is

verall about! Constantly growing. Continually serving. Daily

rejoicing. Always being refreshed, regenerated and renewed.

There is nothing old or burdensome about this life. Nor does
ntit allow any opportunity for the old habits to take control
l)again. There are imperatives in the New Testament that p

2d mote this kind of life: Put on, take hold, and pursue.
S of

\[dy 2007 is a new year.

In a way, it provides a fresh start.
ingviake it your goal to break away from the old habits of the
Ouflesh. Put on the new life God has prepared for you. Grow in
thevery good work. Pursue the grace God has provided for you
in Christ Jesus your Savior. Then, rejoice as you see the

change God will bring about in you.
I

and
ind
ad-

And may this year to me be holy;
Your grace to fill my every thought
That all my life be pure and lowly
And truthful as a Christian’s ought.
So make me while I'm living here

el Your faithful servant through the year.

d
e
mit

Jesus, be with me and direct me;

Jesus, my plans and hopes inspire;
Jesus, from tempting thoughts protect me;
Jesus, be all my heart’s desire;

Jesus, be in my thoughts all day.

And never let me fall away.
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We rejoice in the many
blessings given to the
members of our family of
faith. May the Lord con-
tinue to bless them richly.

th 3¢ -Linda W.
DNS HAVING A - M|dge E
,uy, L4 11" - David C.
BI R'I'H DAY' 14" - Karolyn H.
16" - Jim E.
21% - Tiera S.
24" -Art B.,

Nicole K.
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By Carl Schueler

Sunday 17 December from 3-5 PM members of At 6PM, we boarded carpools and headed for the Wood
ORLC gathered to decorate the Sanctuary with tradslen Hall dining room to join the residents as they finished
tional wreaths, poinsettias, and of course a brightly Bupper. We sang a number of favorites such as “Joy to the
Christmas tree next to the altar, followed by the annudlorld” and “Hark the Heavenly Angels Sing” to Pastor
Chili supper, caroling field trip, and post-caroling party’roeber’s piano accompaniment.
at Karolyn Hanna's.

This visit is always so well received, and one of our own

With garlands along both sides of the Sanctuary, angembers, Irene Eggert (Pam Schueler's mom)—a resident
a joyful and large “Glad Tidings” banner centered ovetf Wood Glen— was seated at her dining table with three
the altar reaching to the ceiling, ORLC was readied féther residents. She received a hug from Pastor Proeber just

the Christmas and New Year services on 24 and 31 Oxefore we left for Mission Terrace to visit Ted Manille; r
cember. covering from a fall and awaiting return to his home at

Maravilla in Goleta.

The task was made easy this year with a good turn-
out of helping hands, and all the decorations were re- We gathered around Ted’s room, and sang a set of carols
moved from the attic, unboxed, assembled, and box@gt only to him, but also to the patients on either side of Ted
returned to the attic in record time. This allowed time t80 that this became a form of outreach as well. Our third and
introduce a novel and attractive new decorating idéast stop was at the home of Elvira and Carolyn Rangel, who
conceived by Art Battson to decorate the exterior of th@avited us all into her living room to sing. It was clear they
Sanctuary and draw attention to ORLC every evenir@pth were anticipating this visit with joy and it was a fitting
from the street. close to our brief sojourn around town on a quiet and beauti-

ful late Fall evening.

This clever idea is simple yet impressive. Art sug-
gested it at the previous Council meeting and everyone But the evening was not over! We were all invited to a
agreed it sounded like a good plan. Art had noticed tHgstive gathering at the home of Karolyn Hanna to share in a
the flagpole outside the Sanctuary is unused overnigigriety of hors d’oeuvres and chitchat by a cheery, warm
and could provide support for several strands of Chridire and lovely Christmas tree.
mas lights reaching from the ground to the top. This
would create the effect at night of a large Christmas Thanks to all who participated in making the annual
“tree” as tall as the flagpole, with just watts of powePRLC pre-Christmas decorating party, supper, caroling field
and less than 20 pounds of lights! trip and post-caroling gathering a great success!

So in addition to the traditional interior decorations And thanks most of all to our Lord who guarantees
this year, the exterior was also decorated. The outddbrough his sacrifice a joyful future, even on earth but most
Christmas “tree,” installed through the ingenuity aniémportantly in eternity!
thoughtfulness of Art Battson, Board of Education
member, provides our first-ever outdoor lighting. We
pray that this attractive addition to the decorations drew
favorable attention to ORLC as community members
drove by each evening.

Following decorating, and the excitement of seeing
the new Christmas “tree” take shape and light the out-
door Fellowship area, some twenty-five members and
friends of Our Redeemer gathered at 5:30PM for the
annual Chili supper in the Fellowship Hall. This enjoy-
able repast, with salads and desserts to accompany three
fine chili recipes, preceded the annual caroling field trip.

Eiangelism
Rejorte
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By Sonja Todd

Our annual cookie and gift exchange was held on the
evening of Tuesday, December 19th. Pam Schueler hosted
the event in her lovely home. Thirteen ladies were present.

It is always a pleasure to visit the Schueler's. Pam has
such beautiful decorations and the Christmas tree has cro-
cheted snow flakes and angels which were all made by
Carl's mother. What beautiful memories they must bring
each year.

We never lack for plenty to eat at our gatherings and this
time was no exception as we stood around Pam'’s kitc Christmas is a special time to enjoy friendship, food, and
island and ate hors d’oeuvres while enjoying each oth festivities. Most important, it is a time to rejoice in the
company. blessing God gave all of us in Christ Jesus!

Pam made a spinach dip “to die for.” There was b
humus, tortilla rolls with cream cheese, eggplant dip (
Gilda Coussa), hot cider, tea, coffee, wine, and of cou
cookies of every shape and size. We had a special trez
Pat Florez who made individual mini bunt cakes. Mmm

And if that wasn’'t enough, we also filled our containg
with delicious cookies that we exchanged with one anot
— which was the ostensible reason for the event.

After our tummies were full, we retired to the livin
room for our gift exchange. We all ended up with so
very nice gifts. Although some of us had our g
“stolen” (however, we didn’t violate the Seventh Co
mandment since it was all part of the “game”), it wasrall
good fun.

Pam surprised us with an opportunity to take home
other gift by drawing three names from our group all
whom received special gifts. So, thank you to everyd

so welcome.

“Let us not give up meeting together, 2
some are in the habit of doing, but let us gn
courage one another—and all the more ps ™%
you see the Day approaching.” g

Heb. 10:25 NIV
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By Carl Schueler

24 December fell on Sunday in 2006, and ORLC pro-
vided both a 9:30AM Sunday service observing the Lord’s
supper and a 7PM Christmas eve service followed by re-
freshments and fellowship.

The opportunity to observe Christmas eve on Sunday
occurs every several years as the calendar rotates date
through the week. It was uplifting to have my faith revi-
talized through the Lord’'s supper Sunday morning and
then later that day again to celebrate the Lord’s birth wit
a special candle-light service.

Pastor Proeber developed an educational and dramatic
twist to this year’'s celebration with a “diorama” depicting
the manger scene in Bethlehem, mounted on a table in
front of the altar in full view of the Sanctuary. Starting
with an empty “barn,” he described the story of Christ's
birth as told in the Book of Luke from Joseph and Mary’s
arrival in Bethlehem where they were directed to a stable:
“While they were there, the time came for the baby to be
born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, be-
cause there was no room for them in the inn.” Luke 2:6-7
NIV

Pastor added figurines representing Joseph and Mary to
the stable diorama. With superb Choir songs accompanied
by piano and flute played by Janelle Schueler, Pastor
placed a figurine of Jesus into the cloth-lined manger in
which Jesus lay as a baby boy his first night in Bethlehem.

Yet, the message was further proclaimed as one which
we are not to rejoice in alone or only with fellow Christian
believers, but one which we are to take to the world. This

: .~ was underscored by our traditional candle-light vigil, start-
brants at the manger, completing the story of our Savio

humble start of his sinl h li bstit ing with a single candle held by Pastor, used to light two
umble start of is Siniess numan 1€ as our SULSUU .o gles held by ushers. Those two candles then lit candles

Knowing how smfgl and undese_rvmg | 'am of sglvatlo held by those at the aisles, and theirs lit the neighboring
planned from eternity, | found enlightenment and joy on candles in sequence, one candle lighting the next until the
more. Sanctuary was lit entirely by candles, one held by each
celebrant.

Describing the shepherds who, through the appeara
of the Lord’s angel and his angelic choir, learned of Jesi
birth, Pastor then added figurines representing those ct

Each candle represented the miracle of Christ’s light in
each believer's heart, a qift of the Holy Spirit through
Christian witness. May we remember under all circum-
stances to give thanks to him who gave us eternal life and
salvation, and may we rejoice in every opportunity to ex-
press the Christmas message of peace with God through
Jesus.
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By Carl Schueler Study, field trip, cookout, special service?), or a church

The first issue ofThe Reportedebuted May 2003. related social gathering (progressive dinner, potluck eve-
The purpose of the newsletter includes contribution NNg meal, or outdoor activity?), or read a good WELS
the overall ORLC mission to “Grow, Encourage, an POOK?

Proclaim” by providing monthly articles containing spiri- _ _
tual encouragement for our members as well as notew  |f You have an idea for a story, simply let me or Pastor

thy news items and other information about the status Proeber know, and give us a draft by the 20th of the month
our congregation and membership. to make the next month’s issue. If you draft your article on

your home computer, just email to: cfs_home@-cox.net and
Routine items include the monthly Birthday remind pastor@orlcsb.net. It's simple and rewarding! Our editing
ers, monthly calendar of events, and a financial stat ensuresThe Reporter'sontent is consistent with scripture
report from the Treasurer with a reminder regarding o @nd grammatically smooth.

stewardship responsibilities as members of ORLC.
We pray thatThe Reportethas been of value to you,

The newsletter begins with Pastor's monthly messa and _With your help that this means of comm_unication \_/viII
of spiritual encouragement, and ends with the WEL continue to encourage everyone and proclaim the majesty
news of the month. In betweefhe Reporteprovides ©Of our Lord!
news about events of the past month, about plans ¢ To God be the Glory!
future events, and occasionally articles of spiritual en-
couragement, or reports on beneficial sources of spiritual
guidance. The article on page 2 of this issue by Alan
Todd is a good example.

Many articles have been authored by ORLC members:
Debbie Aitkins (Jan ‘04)
Art Battson (Oct ‘06)
Ray Coussa (Jan/Feb/Aug/Dec ‘04, Jan/Feb ‘06)
John Favuzzi (Sept/Nov ‘06)
Erle Pettus (Oct ‘03)
Pastor Proeber (All issues)
Elvira Rangel (May ‘05)

Pam Schueler (Oct/Dec ‘03, Nov ‘04) I
Sonja Todd (April/May ‘06, Jan ‘07) Reporters \_Nanted-
Alan Todd (Oct/Dec ‘06, Jan ‘07) Book review?

Linda Williams (April ‘06) Personal Story of Faith?

i ?
We thank them for their contributions, and reque Event Report or Pictures:

every reader - young and oldthink about writing an | . Half-page to Two pages
article for a future issue. . Reviewed for scriptural consistency and readability|
- Draft by 20th of the month to appear in next issue
Articles can be less than half a page to two pages
we have no editorial restrictions other than fila¢ Re- | Send hard-copy to Carl Schueler. You may also enpail
porter focuses on ORLC or WELS events or stories. A| 0 Carl Schueler (cfs_home@cox.net), or Pastor Prpe-
ticles can be of a spiritual nature, personal stories &f f§ Per (pastor@orlcsb.ne)
or reports of potential interest to the Congregation. D)

you participate in a recent activity (Ladies Tea, Bibl A simple and rewarding way to sefve
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On December 17th we made our regular trip
Wood Glen Hall to carol for the residents. T
reception was warm and greatly appreciated

0
0O 3 38

to On Sunday, January 21st a three week Bible Class and discus-
hesion series will begin. It is based on the DVD, “The Casdlfe
ségeator.” The video features interviews with Lee Strobkbw

%

previous article). Since that meeting plans havénade the journey from spiritual skepticism to a profound faith in

been in the works to start a regular worship / sty
opportunity with the residents.

God has opened the door, and on January
at 4:00 pm, there will be the first meeting in t
Library.

Initially, Pastor Proeber will conduct a blendg

idpe God who has etched his indelible signature upon every galaxy
and living cell.”

P1st This class will begin at 10:50 am, following the worship ser-
hevice. Plan to attend and learn how science itself provides evi
dence that points toward God’s creation of all things.

bd

As

For more information , please speak with Art Battson.

worship service and Bible study once a month.
time goes on, and as interest grows, this may g
to twice a month, and possibly even more.

As you approach your Lord in prayer, keep tl
new opportunity for ministry in your prayers. Ad
the Lord to bless the seed of his Word be
planted in the hearts of these people. Also

0%, # 4 &

his On behalf of everyone who attended our Christmas services, |
kwould like to express the gratitude and appreciation that was
n&hared with me. Many of our visitors felt they were tiilgssed

bdpy the message they heard in Word and song at the evening ser-

him to draw them into a closer relationship withvice, as well as at the morning service. There wese alany

him and give them the joy and peace that th
Savior can only provide.

In the future, there may even be additional ¢
portunities for service. Keep your eyes open!

effomments regarding the decoration of the church and the time for
friendship following both services.
Thanks to everyone who helped, your service made the cele-
ppbration of our Savior's birth special --

The handbell choir
The adult choir
The readers

9 $38

Handbell Choir Monday @ 7:00 pm

Adult Choir Thursday @ 7:00 pm

The musicians

Those who decorated

Those who prepared refreshments
Those who prepared worship folders
Those who ushered

Youth Instruction Monday @ 3:15 pm
(January 1st and 29th No Class)

Church Council
Outreach meeting
Bd of Elders

Bd of Trustees
Bd of Education

January 9th @ 7:00 pr]

January 23rd @ 7:00 pn
January 30th @ 7:30 pf
To be determined

Congregation Voters’ Meeting
Sunday, January 14th
(This will be the Annual Ministry and Budget
meeting for 2007)

4 . H&

n  Sue, Emily and | would like to express our thanks for all the

January 20th @ 9:30 amexpressions of good will, tokens of appreciation, and prayers that

N we received not only at the celebration of our Savior’'s birth, but
mthroughout the year. Your prayers and encouragement are most
appreciated.

May our gracious Lord continue to bless all of us as we grow
together in his love and in his faithful service.

In Christ,
Sue, Emily and Pastor




