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In concept, cars are fairly simple and straight forward.  You need an engine, suspension, 
tires, steering wheel, and, of course, fuel.  No matter how cars change in design, technol-
ogy, or price, the basics must always be there.  Eliminate even one, and the results would 
be the same.  No engine, no drive.  No suspension, no support.  No tires, no movement.  
No steering wheel, no direction.  No fuel, no power.   

 
There is still one element missing.  Again it is pretty basic, yet it plays an integral part.  

It is the driver.  The driver initiates activity.  The driver maintains safe operation.  The 
driver establishes direction.  Without someone at the wheel, a car can not accomplish 
much. 

 
Experience shows how critical the driver is.  It doesn’t make any difference how safe, 

or sound, or technologically advanced a car is, it is the driver that makes the difference.  
It’s no wonder the remark is often heard in amazement: “Who’s driving that car?” 

 
There is an interesting comparison that can be made between a car and my life.  Like a 

car there needs to be an engine, suspension, tires, steering wheel and fuel.  The engine is 
the drive to make me accomplish tasks and challenges.  The suspension is what holds me 
and my life together.  The tires keep me moving forward on a steady course.  The steering 
wheel is what establishes my direction.  The fuel is what keeps me going.  Like a car, 
eliminate even one of these elements, and there are problems. 

 
From young on, I have been taught God’s Word provides everything I need for life.  It 

is my drive, my endurance, my foundation, my motivation and my direction.  Still, like a 
car, it is the driver who plays a critical role. 

 
As the New Year begins, it is important to ask, “who’s at the wheel?”  It is easy to 

think, “I am in perfect control.”  For the most part I can set a pretty good course.  But what 
happens when challenges or problems confront me?  It is easy to lose control and start ca-
reening wildly.  I can also convince myself I am in perfect control, but I don’t realize I 
have allowed myself to be distracted from my real destination.  I may be able to avoid 
some obstacles, yet I end up getting into a crash because I didn’t pay attention to what was 
really happening.  I may try to convince myself I am in control by being hyper-cautious.  
Even this doesn’t guarantee everything will work out.  As I go through life at a snail’s 
pace, I soon find myself being overwhelmed by everything that has overtaken me. 

 
Continued on page 8 
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By Carl Schueler 
 

Christmas eve is perhaps the highlight of the year 
because it draws not only the members of Our Redeemer, 
but many friends, family, and visitors to an evening with 
Christ!  2007 was no exception. 

 
Key preparations started two weeks in advance with 

two half-days of work.  Saturday 15 December was the 
first day (see “Building & Grounds—Volunteers 
Needed!,” this issue p. 6). The B&G committee and a 
few volunteers performed many cleanup tasks around 
and in the Sanctuary to ready the property for Christmas 
visits.   

 
The second day, Sunday 16 December, was decora-

tion day. ORLC members gathered mid-afternoon to as-
semble the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall decorations 
for Christmas.  Following the decorating, those who par-
ticipated joined in a chili supper, a delicious way to cele-
brate the completion of an afternoon’s work for the 
Lord! If you have not yet participated, you are not miss-
ing a “chore,” you are missing a fun time helping cele-
brate Christmas at ORLC.  Plan to decorate Christmas 
2008! 

 
After the chili supper, caroling!  All who joined in the 

decorating and chili supper, as well as those not able to 
decorate, were invited to join in a car-pool to various 
locations around town to sing for those who were not 
able to get out for Christmas.  This is always a treat!  
Again, plan to join the “Caroling troupe” Christmas 
2008. 

 
Wednesday Advent services led to the Christmas Eve 

service Monday 24 December! A great turnout of family 
and friends!  Pastor Proeber provided a wonderful series 
of messages of faith in the special redeeming work of our 
Savior.  

 
Pastor began with Jesus’ transition from eternity into 

earthly time and space via miraculous human birth 
through the Holy Spirit and Virgin Mary. Pastor led us 
through Jesus’ sinless human life and many miraculous 
signs demonstrating he is not only the “King of the 
Jews,” but King of kings and Lord of lord.” 

 
Finally, Pastor described Jesus’ humiliation on the 

cross and triumphant visit to Hell capping his (and our!) 
victory over death and Hades, leading him back to earth 
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in miraculous physical resurrection and finally to ascension 
and eternal living glory in Heaven at the right hand of the 
Father—continuing to serve his believers! Wow! This is 
Christianity—absolutely unique among all religions! 

 
These messages were introduced with readings by Erle 

and Walter P., organ, piano, and flute by Janelle S., hand-
bell choir renditions of Silent Night and Away in the Man-
ger, and voice choir songs filling the Sanctuary with praise 
to the Lord! 

 
Capped with the traditional candlelight “vigil” touched 

off by a single altar candle spread through the Congrega-
tion to signify the spread of the Gospel starting with the 
light of our Lord, this was a Christmas Eve service to re-
member! 

 
And following the service, everyone was invited to par-

take of Christian fellowship with a fine assortment of 
healthful appetizers as well as perhaps less healthful, but 
certainly delightful, dessert items.  With a sparkling and 
refreshing punch as well as coffee and hot cider, the eve-
ning was enjoyed by all. 

 
Thanks to all those who gave of their time and talents to 

help decorate, provide refreshments and foods, to sing, to 
play handbells; and of course, most of all, thanks to Him 
who gave us all our abilities and makes us children of God 
instead of Satan!  Praise to the Lord! 
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We rejoice in the many blessings given the members of our family of faith. May 
the Lord continue to bless them richly and daily through the New Year! 
 
 3rd —Linda W. 
 4th —Midge E. 
11th – David C. 
14th —Karolyn H. 
16th —Jim E. 
21st —Tiera S. 
24th —Art B.,  
           Sunday C.,  
           Nicole K. 

Photographs by Debbie Aitkins 
 

The ladies annual cookie and gift exchange was held 
Tuesday evening, December 18th.  Around 26 hearty 
souls braved the heavy rain to gather at Gilda’s home.  It 
is a genuine pleasure to visit her home.  Not only is 
Gilda a wonderful and attentive hostess, but the house is 
always beautifully decorated for the holidays. 

 
There is never a lack for plenty to eat at any of these 

gatherings, and this time was no exception.  We stood 
around Gilda’s kitchen island and gathered throughout 
the living room and family room, enjoying  hors d’oeu-
vres and each other’s company. 

 
After savoring the delicious repast, we took a break 

from the snacks and conversation to sing some Christ-
mas carols.  This was followed by personal introductions 
and sharing how each person knew Gilda. 

 
   Now it was time to get on to the real excitement.  Numbers were drawn and we 
retreated to the living room for the gift exchange.  Everyone had an opportunity to 
choose a nice gift, although some of our gifts were later “stolen” (we didn’t violate 
the Seventh Commandment as it was all part of the “game”).   It was all in good 
fun.  In the end, everyone had one of the many very nice gifts, and had a good story 
to tell of “the one that got away.” 
 
   The evening closed with the cookie exchange.  We filled our containers with a 
wonderful assortment of holiday cookies and candies.  Even though it was cold and 
rainy, everyone went home with warm feelings and fond memories.  It makes one 
look forward to next year.  By the way, make sure you keep the evening open and 
plan to be there! 
 
   Thanks to everyone who attended, and especially Gilda for making all of us feel 
so welcome. 
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By Carl Schueler 
 

The Our Redeemer Outreach committee meets at least 
monthly on Saturday morning to discuss upcoming ac-
tivities to foster both Christian fellowship among each 
other, as well as to offer opportunities to reach out to 
non-members in our community.   

 
Late in 2007, we enhanced our efforts through the 

publication of a prospect newsletter, The Messenger.  It 
is sent to interested visitors and acquaintances that have 
asked to have their names place on a mailing list.  These 
names have been gathered through visits to our worship 
services, as well as through a drawing at the Lemon Fes-
tival.   Currently, The Messenger is being distributed to 
about 30 prospect families. 

 
If you know of a family member or friend who may 

be interested in receiving this free periodical about Our 
Redeemer, simply provide the name and address to Pas-
tor Proeber.   Your contact will start receiving regular 
news about our Congregation and invitations to events 
and activities! What a simple no-obligation means to 
keep people informed.  In June / July personal follow up 
visits will be made to each of these families. 

 
Several activities have become regular events, and 

planning comprises details or slight modifications to pre-
vious efforts:  

 
· February President’s Day dinner & movie 
· Bi-annual Maundy Thursday Passover Seder 
       March 20th at 7:00 pm 
· Easter Sunday Sunrise and Festival Worship 
              March 23rd at 6:30 am & 9:30 am 
· Ladies’ Tea and Presentation 
       May 10th at 2:00 pm 
· BBQ - Movie & Fireworks at Girsch Park 
       July 4th at 3:00 pm 
· Festival of Friendship / Outdoor service & BBQ 
       September 14th at 10:30 am 
· Booth at the Goleta Lemon Festival  
       October 18th - 20th 
· Thanksgiving Fellowship & Potluck 
       November 23rd at 5:30 pm 
· Christmas Eve service & Fellowship 
              December 24th at 7:00 pm 
 
That’s nine scheduled Fellowship & Outreach events 

on the calendar!  Plan to participate in all of them, and 
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make it a point to invite someone you know! 

 
Plus, the regular Wednesday evening Bible study is 

conducted in the Fellowship Hall with the exception of 
Advent and Lent.  All including family, friends, and visi-
tors are welcome to attend any Wednesday. You don’t 
have to attend regularly to benefit from these studies! 

 
This year we are hoping to add one or two special 

events in April or June.  We hope to sponsor a special 
presentation by a WELS member who left Islam for 
Christianity under dangerous circumstances described in 
“From Crescent to Cross: One Man’s Journey from Islam 
to Christ.”   We also hope to invite New Orleans WELS 
member and musician Chris Dreisbach to present his mu-
sical program which includes testifying to his faith and 
sharing experiences during and after the 2005 Hurricane 
Katrina disaster.  Of particular interest is the fact, this 
storm completely destroyed his home congregation’s 
(WELS Crown of Life) facilities in East New Orleans.  

 
2008 promises to emphasize member outreach from 

Our Redeemer. Continued and effective efforts depend on 
everyone’s support and participation! 
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As members of Our Redeemer, we are  
  
· GROWING in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 

Peter 3:18); 
  
· ENCOURAGING each other through Word and 

Sacrament (Hebrews 10:25); and 
  
· PROCLAIMING the love of our Redeemer to all 

who need it (1 John 1:3). 
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By  Alan Todd 
 
Sanctuary Pews Need Renewal or Replacement 
 

As noted in previous issues (Sept. 2007, p.10 - 
“Building & Grounds Report,” and last month, p. 4, “The 
Time Has Come for Sanctuary Refurbishment—How?”), 
the pews are aging and beginning to break down. This is 
becoming not only an aesthetic concern, but also could 
become a safety issue if we do not soon take action to 
replace or refurbish the pews. 

 
Specifically, the pew that was taken from the back of 

the Sanctuary some years ago and moved to the fellow-
ship hall has had to be “cannibalized” for parts to fix bro-
ken pews in the Sanctuary.  The Building and Grounds 
committee will do its best to maintain the existing pews in 
“as is” condition until a decision is made whether or not 
to replace the pews with sanctuary chairs as explained in 
last month’s issue.  
 
December Workday: Mixed Blessings   
 

A workday was held on Saturday, December 15, 2007, 
to conduct general maintenance and to prepare the 
grounds and buildings for the Christmas programs.  There 
was an ambitious list of  tasks planned, but a number re-
mained unaccomplished because only 6 people had com-
mitted to help.  The following jobs were completed: 

 
· Took out dead tree on South side of property 
· Hauled away debris (3 loads) 
· Picked up rocks on hill adjacent to Cathedral Oaks 
· Cleaned windows in Sanctuary & fellowship hall 
· Trimmed pyracantha (firethorn) bushes under Sanc-

tuary stained glass window 
· Picked up branches by sycamore and hauled away 

 
There is some disappointment on the part of the com-

mittee in the turn-out for scheduled workdays. It is diffi-
cult to understand why more people are not able to spend 
3 hours, just 3 times per year to help out on church work 
days.  Because of the lack of participation, the committee 
members will have to complete the remaining tasks on an 
ad hoc basis.  This means taking more time away from 
their families than would be the case if all the planned 
work were completed on scheduled workdays. 

 
If you cannot make the Saturday workday, please let 

the committee know (Jim Everson, Tom Pentecost, or 

Justin Schroeder).  Then the members can contact you 
with a list of tasks still requiring attention, and you can 
perform any of those at a more convenient time.  This 
would be a great assistance to the Trustees. 
 

Just a thought to keep in mind.  Congregation members 
who help keep the property in good shape are serving the 
Lord in two ways:  first, as good stewards of the property 
with which the Lord has blessed us; and second, as good 
stewards of the offerings His people give to the ministry 
of the congregation.  Ultimately,  if we had no volunteers, 
then we would have to use more resources for hired labor 
to complete these tasks.  As a result, there would be less 
to use for core ministry needs - outreach, spiritual growth 
and education. 

 
The committee is grateful to those who did help and 

we look forward to even more service in the future. 

Opportunities to Serve! 
 

Building & Grounds Tasks You Can Do! 
 
Anytime of the Year: 
 Regular church cleaning on scheduled date 
 Mowing of property 
 Weeding of beds 
 Raking of leaves (Fall) 
 Trimming shrubs (Seasonal) 
 General repairs 
 
As weather improves: 
 Filling parsonage fence posts with concrete 
 Placing mulch around plants 
 Tree trimming / pruning 
 Fallen branch pick up / stump removal 
 

There are other “skilled” projects that can be done as 
time and opportunity permits.  Please contact one of the 
Trustees for more information.  You may also speak with 
Pastor Proeber to arrange for tools, supplies or specific 
instructions. 
 
Thank you in advance for your service! 
 Tom P. 
 Jim E. 
 Justin S. 
 Al T. (outgoing member) 
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Thanks to Alan T. for his article in this month’s news-

letter and for pictures from Debbie A,.  Thanks also to 
Sue P. for “checking the facts” on the Ladies Christmas 
Cookie Exchange.  The Reporter continues to draw from 
a variety of perspectives, and every issue always benefits 
from numerous “volunteer” writers and contributors. 

 
As noted in the January 2007 issue, the Reporter was 

reintroduced with the May 2003 issue, so we are ap-
proaching the fifth anniversary this Spring.  We have re-
ceived numerous compliments from Sister WELS congre-
gations, as well as people in the community, for the ar-
rangement and content over the years.  The Reporter is 
available to anyone from our www.orlcsb.net website. 
Currently, this issue and back-issues to early 2007 can be 
viewed on-line or downloaded to print. 

 
Since the initial publication of the Reporter, many 

articles have been authored by volunteer “Reporters” 
from Our Redeemer members.  In addition to regular arti-
cles by the Editor and Pastor Proeber, articles have ap-
peared by: 
 
Debbie A. (Jan ‘04, March ‘07) 
Art B. (Oct ‘06, Feb/June’07) 
Gregory C. (Sept. ‘07) 
Ray C. (Jan/Feb/Aug/Dec ‘04, Jan/Feb ‘06, July’07) 
John F. (Sept/Nov ‘06, May-June/Sept/Nov’07) 
Erle P. (Oct ‘03, March-July‘07) 
Elvira R. (May ‘05, March ‘07) 
Pam S. (Oct/Dec ‘03, Nov ‘04) 
Sonja T. (April/May ‘06, Jan/April-June/Sept/Nov ‘07) 
Alan T, (Oct/Dec ‘06, Jan-June/Sept-Dec‘07, Jan ‘08) 
Linda W. (April ‘06) 
 

Please consider the Reporter a monthly opportunity to 
provide your perspective on an ORLC event in which you 
participated, a book you read, Bible study that was bene-
ficial, Fellowship you enjoyed, or a planned event that 
needs advertising among ORLC. 

 
The open invitation early last year to provide material 

for the Reporter resulted in a fine response. Nine mem-
bers (listed above) authored some 35 articles in 2007 
which really “made” the 2007 volume. These included 
articles on a wide variety of subjects: ORLC news, past 
and planned events, thought-provoking instructional arti-
cles on WELS history and other religions, and articles 
relating to personal perspectives on our faith in Jesus.  

 

Reporter’s Wanted! 
Book review? 

Personal Story of Faith? 
Event Reports? (Potluck, gathering, party, field trip?) 

 
Half-page to three pages 

Reviewed for scriptural consistency and readability 
by 25th of month to appear in next issue 

 
Hard-copy to Carl S., or email to Carl  
(cfs_home@cox.net) & Pastor Proeber 

(pastor@orlcsb.net) 
 

A simple and rewarding way to serve! 

We pray that more members will continue to think 
about possible articles for 2008.  If you have an idea, and 
you are not sure whether to act on it, please don’t hesitate 
to speak to Pastor Proeber or Carl S. for advice.   

 
Thank you in advance for your contribution! 
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Meetings for January 2008 
 

Church Council January   8th  at 7:30 pm 
 
Quarterly Meeting January 13th at 10:45 am 
 
Board of Elders January 15th at  7:00 pm 
 
Outreach  January 19th at  9:30 am 
 
Board of Trustees January 22nd at 7:00 pm 
 
Board of Education TBD 
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“With hurricanes, tornados, fires out of control, 
mud slides, flooding, sever thunderstorms tearing 
up the country from one end to the other, and with 
the threat of bird flu and terrorist attacks, are we 
sure this is a good to time take “God” out of the 
“Pledge of Allegiance?” 

 
Jay Leno 
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Just this past week a couple of our members were fea-
tured in the News-Press.  They were Chris M. and Chris-
tina F., as well as Carl S. 

 
Christina and Chris were part of the San Marcos High 

School Marching Band that went to Florida for the Or-
ange Bowl.  The band won numerous awards and was 
able to perform during half time.  If you happened to 
watch the Orange Bowl, you probably missed the half 
time festivities because they were interrupted by a series 
of meaningless commercials.  Still, congratulations to 
both of them for their hard work and dedication.  The arti-
cle from the News-Press is in the glass case by the fel-
lowship hall. 

 
Carl had a letter to the editor printed this past week.  It 

was in response to an editorial that questioned Christmas. 
Carl did a fine job of answering the criticism and pro-
claiming the truth.  Both editorials are in the bulletin 
board. 

 
If you know of something special happening in the life 

of one of our members - award, recognition, special ser-
vice, or whatever - please share that information with 
Carl or Pastor Proeber.  It is always interesting to hear 
what is happening in the lives of our people.   
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Starting Soon This Month 
 
After a short Christmas break, we will get our standing 
music groups up and going again.  We thank all those 
who have served in the past, and have given of their time.   
 
The Handbell Choir will begin their Monday practices 
again on January 7th.  Practices start at 7:00 pm and usu-
ally last an hour and one half.  Plans and preparations will 
be made for Lent, Palm Sunday, Easter and Trinity. 
Experience is not needed.  Please speak with Debbie A. 
for more information, or just come and give it a try. 
 
Choir  practices are scheduled to start on Thursday, Janu-
ary 10th.  Like the handbell choir, practices start at 7:00 
pm and conclude around 8:00 pm.  The choir will also be 
working on Lent, Palm Sunday, Easter and Trinity music.  
Contrary to popular belief, experience is not required, just 
a desire to sing praises to the Lord.   You may speak to 
Pastor Proeber for more information. 

Bible Class 
 

“ Your statutes are wonderful; therefore I obey 
them.  The entrance of your word gives light;  

it gives understanding to the simple.   
I open my mouth and pant,  

longing for your commands.” 
 
As a congregation we are blessed with a variety of Bible 
Classes throughout the week.  As the psalmist reminds us, 
we want to make the wonderful Word of God our joy and 
delight, and the one thing for which we long. 
 

Sunday Morning - Christian Basics 
Following the Sunday worship service we will take 

two Sundays to look at the historical context of the Apos-
tles Creed.  Just before Christmas we studied Luther’s 
explanation of it from the Large Catechism.  This follow-
up study will prove helpful.  We will view the DVD on 
Sunday, January 6th and January 20th.  After completion 
of the Creed, we will continue with the remaining parts of 
the Large Catechism which include the Lord’s Prayers, 
and the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 
  

Wednesday Evenings at 7:00 pm 
Before we begin our mid-week Lenten services we 

will have time to go through an intriguing video series.  It 
is entitled: “Affectionately Yours, Screwtape.”  Some of 
topics that will be covered are free will, Satan, temptation 
and good vs. evil.  Make time to attend this class. 

.
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Through the course of January this helpful booklet 
will be printed up.  Not only does it include addresses and 
telephone numbers of all our members, it also contains 
our “mission statement,” our ministry plan and budget, a 
summary of what we believe and confess, as well as gen-
eral church information. 

 
Your help will be needed in 2 ways.  The first is, 

please make sure your / your family’s information is cor-
rect.  A proof copy will be on the table throughout Janu-
ary.  The second is, once you get your copy, read it.  
Look at the information, then prayerfully act upon it, par-
ticularly when it comes to the use of our God given gifts 
and abilities. 



Continued from page 1 
 
So, who needs to be at the wheel of my life?  There is only one correct answer.  It must be Jesus.  There is no one who 

is better equipped to be there. 
 

It is important to remember that Jesus came as my “substitute.”  Not only did he take my place “under law” to redeem 
me, he also experienced everything I did, yet “without sin.”  It is this experience that makes him the perfect driver for my 
life.  He has experienced the full force of Satan’s temptations.  He has endured the deception of the world’s offer to take 
the broad and easy road.  He has seen faithless friends, bitterness, animosity, even hatred and rejection.  He has known 
loss, witnessed sickness, and experienced the painful emptiness of death.  There is nothing I could ever experience in life 
that my Savior has not first endured.  He has even died the death I should have died.  Not only does this make him the 
perfect substitute to rescue me, it make makes him the perfect one to be in control of my life. 

 
There is no one who is more faithful, more loving, more committed to my well-being than Jesus.  There is no one who 

is closer, stronger, or better equipped to provide help.  There is no one who is more reliable, more knowledgeable or 
more capable to direct all the affairs of my life.  So, who is at the wheel?   

 
A number of years ago I saw an interesting video clip on the news.  It was a “driverless” car.  Somehow the driver got 

out of the car, but left it running and in gear.  Without anyone in control the car set off on its own course.  Fortunately, it 
only went around in circles in the middle of an intersection.  There was no damage and no one was hurt.  The conse-
quences could have been much worse, except the car continued on its driverless circular path until it ran out of gas. 

 
Without the right driver at the wheel of my life, the results would be pretty much the same - continuous circles, no 

direction, no purpose, no solutions, and no hope until I ran out of fuel.  This is why I need Jesus.  He provides the direc-
tion, the purpose, the solutions, the hope, and the fuel I need.  With him at the wheel of my life, I know where I am go-
ing.  I also know that I will get there! 
 

Lord, take my hand and lead me upon life’s way; 
Direct, protect, and feed me from day to day. 
Without your grace and favor I go astray; 
So take my hand, O Savior, and lead the way. 
 
Lord, when the tempest rages, I need not fear; 
For you, the Rock of Ages, are always near. 
Close by your side abiding, I fear no foe, 
For when your hand is guiding, in peace I go. 
 
Lord, when the shadows lengthen and night has come, 
I know that you will strengthen my steps toward home, 
And nothing can impede me, O blessed Friend! 
So take my hand and lead me unto the end. 
 
Christian Worship 439 
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A Prayer for Peace 
 
O God of peace, I turn aside from an unquiet world, seeking rest for my spirit and light for my thoughts.  I bring 
my work to be sanctified, my wounds to be healed, my sins to be forgiven, my hopes to be renewed.  In you there 
is perfect harmony.  Draw me to yourself, and silence the discords of my wasteful life.  Your greatness is beyond 
my highest praise.  Take me out of the loneliness of self, and fill me with the fullness of your peace - all through 
Christ my Savior.  Amen! 
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John 1:16 

“From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another.” 
 

“Every Day is Christmas” 
 

Christmas is slowly becoming a faded memory.  The tree is looking a little tired.  The lights aren’t turned 
on as much.  The presents have disappeared.  Even the refrigerator is looking bare. 

 
It’s always a little disappointing when life moves on.  Christmas breaks come to an end.  Vacation time is 

spent.  Reality begins to set in.  Certainly the suggestion is always there: “Why not make every day Christ-
mas!”  This noble thought, unfortunately, is often lost in practicality. 

 
It would be nice to make every day Christmas.  It would be thrilling to see the glow in the eyes of the chil-

dren.  It would be exciting to see regular expressions of love and appreciation between people.  It would be a 
relief to be free from the mundane routine of the challenges, schedules and stress.  Why couldn’t every day be 
Christmas! 

 
In reality, every day is Christmas – at least from God’s perspective.  John proclaims this simple, clear truth:  

“From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another.”  It is a truth I need to take to 
heart.  I need to realize God is the source of everything I have and need. 

 
Not a day goes by when the Lord does not fill my life with his blessings.  These come as a result of his un-

deserved love for me.  I don’t deserve them.  I can’t earn or merit them.  Still they come.  Everything I need for 
this life is a gift from the Lord.  Nothing is excluded.  Not one detail is missing.  Even when difficulties, chal-
lenges, sickness or worse come into my life, the Lord provides me what I need to deal with it. 

 
I can’t begin to comprehend the greatness of the Lord’s love.  Nor can I ever keep track of the rich and 

daily blessings he provides.  What is even more amazing is the gift of his Son. 
 
Here is the one blessing I desperately need.  Here is the one gift that always works, always fits, and always 

brings joy.  Here is the one gift that truly displays the overwhelming richness of his love.  Through Jesus, God 
has blessed me with hope, joy, peace and encouragement.   

 
This is a most precious gift.  It is the gift that finally makes every day Christmas.  As I focus on Jesus and 

the rich blessings he brings from the Father, I will never be disappointed.  Even if nothing else works out in my 
life, nothing can rob me of the love God has given me in Jesus. 

 
In a few months, it will be hard to remember what was received for Christmas.  Life and time have a way of 

making me forget.  One thing I can never afford to forget, and that is what God has given me.  In Jesus I have 
the assurance I have received, and will always receive, one blessing after another.  This makes every day 
Christmas. 
 
 
Prayer Thoughts: 
O gracious Lord, give me the faith I need to see the blessings you provide daily and richly.  In addition, give 
me a  growing appreciation for the gift of my Savior and the lasting blessings he brings.  Amen! 
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There are a number of  things for which the Lord deserves our 
thanks.  These are just a few of them . . . 
 

For those who served during our Christmas Eve services: 
· Janelle S. for her accompaniment on the organ, piano 

and flute; 
· the handbell choir members - the regulars who weekly 

commit to practicing and playing; and Pam S. who 
graciously jumped in at the last minute; 

· the members of the choir - again, the regulars who 
practice faithfully every week, and Walter and Erle P. 
for helping while they were home during their Christ-
mas break; 

 
For those who decorated the church, and provided and 
served refreshments for the fellowship time on Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day; 
 
For those who gave of their time to visit and sing for the 
people at Wood Glen Hall and Maravilla;  and  
 
Personally, as well as on behalf of our family, I would like 
to thank each of you for your prayers, your encourage-
ment, your service in the Lord, and your expressions of 
love during 2007, as well as during this precious time of 
the year.  My prayer is that the Lord will continue to pour 
out his blessings on all of us throughout 2008, so that we 
may rejoice in his love and goodness, and serve him with 
faithfulness and thanksgiving. 
 
In Christ, our new-born Savior, 
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