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Milestones

by Pastor Proeber
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This led to a frugal, yet well conceived ministry and funding plan. The council put a hold on some iten
activities from previous years. It also asked the members to personally underwrite their subscription tq
OForward in Christ. o Whil e we began the year

s and
the
wi t

opened the hearts of his people. The year ended on a very upbeat note. This was an important milestope for

the congregation.

Along with the cautious expansion of the ministry plan during 2014, we also made the final loan paj

ment

to Thrivent Financial services. As of July the buildings and property were ours. This provided us with two
unique opportunitieB both of which were milestones for the congregation. The first was to be debt frge
from all ooutsidedé financial obligations. Thel se
the loan, the Council made the decision to keep withdrawing the amount of the building payment fronf the
Gener al Fund, and pay it to ourselves. These |fun
mil estone in our congregationds history. We HRHave
expenses which in the past required special appeals.

2014 also arrived at some milestones in orel aunc
drends Sunday School , the Board of Education dei z

dedicated teachers, we were able to offer Christian education to the young children of our congregdtion.

Another milestone was the reconfiguration of our Sunday School class time. The decision was made t(

offer

classes beginning with the sermon hymn and concluding around the time of the prayers for the day.

ile it

is a definite departure from the traditional schedule, it has been well received by the families, who now gnjoy
getting a little more out of the sermon without juggling children. In connection with the restart of Sunfay

School, the congregation was also able to hear the children sing for a recent Sunday morning worship

rvice.

This was a very special milestone for the congregation. It is also one for which the Lord needs to be thahked.

2014 also saw another milestone with our 0Jol
were assembled at one ti me, and in one place.
provide background information for each set. This was significant because it brings us to the final st

devel oping otactil efdboth English aodhSpanishnd an audi o toulf

There were other milestones in the lives of the people of Our Redeemer. We witnessed births, dea
marriages, and people in Adult Instruction / Membership Classes. While it could be easy to conclude
just nor mal congregational i f e, it is so much
and rich blessing. It is also evidence that his Word will accomplish what it is sent to do.

So what does 2015 have in store? No one can say with complete certainty what it will bring, but weI are

prayerfully making plans and anticipating some new milestones. As in the past these will be realis
achievable. They will also be completely adaptable given the uncertainty of life in this world. There

rne
I n
hge of

ths,
his is
mo

ic and
5 one

thing, though, we do know for certain. The Lord will continue to be with us through his Word and Sagra-

ments. He will continue to bless us as we faithfully serve him. He will even bring us to new and more
ing milestones. At the end of 2015, we will be able to look back and see with joy and gratitude that the
has led us and has richly blessed us.

Lord of all, of Church and Kingdom in an age of change and doubt,
Keep us faithful to the gospel; help us work your purpose out.
Her e, in this dayds dedicati on, al | wi
We who cannot live without you, we adore you! We believe!

Christian Worship 532 st. 4

EXCit-
| ord



The Reporter January 2015

N O A .

From left to right, top to bottom
Sunday School children; Sonja and Linda enjoying the cookie exchante;
the sanctuary decorated for special services; Al, Dave and Debbie hangifg
ornaments; the treé@ a symbol of the light and life brought by Jesus; the
fellowship hall prepared for Christmas Eve snacks; and a visual remindgr
of the meaning of Christmas.




