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This past week while | was camping with my family a spetdde came and went. For
the most part | don’t think about it very often, but this year aveéferent. In a way, it was
a milestone. On June 27th, | was reminded of my 25th Anniveo$amy Ordination into
the Ministry.

As | gazed across a fire pit of glowing coals and crackling flames | thobgtat a num-
ber of things. One was fairly significant. It was tlofitial day” | became a pastor. In a
special worship service, in a small congregation in Eastefor&lo, | was received into
the public ministry. The significance of the day was mesakur the question | answered,
and the promise | subsequently made:

“Will you give faithful witness to Christ in the world, thab@s love may be known
in all that you do and say?”

Throughout the course of 25 years | have regularly recalled thasks, and reflected on
what they have meant, and continue to mean as | carry out my day to day ministry.

The words of this promise call for faithfulness. Over itheetl have served, | have be-
come more and more sensitive about that concept. What meéaitinéulness? A simple
guideline might be carrying out the basic duties. Conducting woeati heralding the
Gospel on Sunday morning. Certainly teaching a variety o$e$asnd visiting the sick
and shut-in. There are probably many other duties that fall uhideconcept of faithful-
ness. Another good measure would be the qualifications spelled Btisrand Timothy.
These became part of the “Table of Duties” in Luther’'s SmallcDétm.

“A pastor must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, teenpeshit
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given towinehnot violent
but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must marsagevhifamily
well and see that his children obey him with proper respeetmtist not be a recent
convert. He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message hadtbeen taught, so
that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.”

No one can argue the importance of these qualifications, apdatk the best measures
of faithfulness. The reason these are the best critahatishey are more reliable than bas-
ing faithfulness on specific gifts and the use of the thenmsinBafaithfulness on one pas-
tor’s abilities is not a fair measure of another man or his faittgalne

Continued on page 6
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By Erle Pettus

Does the Constitution prescribe a
“Wall of Separation” between Church and State?
An on-going series on Church and State

power beyond the grasp of individuals or partisan groups.
Where did the founders get a view of man as fallen?
While the answer would be obvious to any of our catechu-

mens, the movie tellingly contrasts the U.S. Constitution,

In our previous articles reviewing the material in Onewhich has produced a government that has endured for
Nation Under Godve have looked at the religious roots over 200 years, and the French Revolution, which was
of our country’s first settlers and also the views of thefounded on “Reason”. The framers of the U.S. Constitu-
founders on how religion was to be expressed in publition, basing their views on the teachings of the Bible and
life. It is important for us to be familiar with their views their experience with England chose to create a govern-
in order to participate in the ongoing debate about churclnent that limited the powers of men and government it-
and state. Among the questions we care about are wheths#lf. The leaders of the French Revolution, basing their
local governments and communities should be required tphilosophy of government on the teachings of Rousseau

remove religious symbols from the public buildings andand a belief of the perfectibility of man, created the Reign
to what extent schools and other public gatherings shouldf Terror, demonstrating the problem of power which our

limit religious expression.

founders feared.

Were the founders all Christian? Nc¢
but unlike many modern secularist:
they recognized the debt our nation hi
to God, and their own personal live
were so shaped by a Christian wor
view that when faced with a crisis, the
turned to that God in public prayer. Th
Declaration of Independence shows i
understanding that God guides our &
fairs explicitly, but interestingly there is
no direct reference to God in the Cons [
tution, and the First Amendment fa
mously forbids “establishment” of relig- §
ion. Is this evidence that religion was t §
be excluded from public life? In this
article we will look at that question, an
also examine the origin of the phras
“wall of separation” that is now used t

HAPPY If THE NATION

Moreover, in writing the constitution the
framers referred to existing state consti-
tutions. As noted in the April article of
this series, many of these can be traced
back to the early covenants of our un-
questionably Christian New England
colonies. One of the most prominent of
these, the Fundamental Orders of Con-
necticut, was particularly important
since George Washington directed that it
be copied and that a copy be given to
each delegation for reference. It begins

We enter into combination and confed-

WHOJSE GOD eration together to maintain and preserve
If THE LORD,... the liberty and purity of the Gospel of
PIMM 3342 our Lord Jesus, which we now profess.

limit public displays of religion.

The Philosophical Structure of the Constitution Itself;

Clearly it was not an offense to refer to
Christian principles at the time of the founding, or to seek
God’s guidance in a public meeting. His power was ac-
knowledged in other places as well. One instance that the

If we agree that the understanding of the basis for gownovie offers as an example is the Treaty of Paris (1783),
ernment comes from the Declaration of Independencayhich formally ended the war with England and was
which assumes that God has ordained rules by which me&signed four years before the drafting of the constitution.
must live, what can we infer about government from theThis document illustrates the extent to which a religious
constitution? Perhaps the single most important feature afiewpoint infused all thought in America at that time. The

our government is the system of checks and balances tha¢aty begins with the phrase “In the name of the most
were introduced to prevent a return of tyranny. This strucHoly Trinity...”. The leaders of the two countries ac-
ture grew out of a view of man’s nature as fallen—theycepted the treaty of peace as a chance to glorify the Chris-
recognized that the temptation of power would be irretian God.

sistible if there were not some mechanism to keep that :
Continued on page 3



Church and State, from page 2

Repeatedly the film demonstrates that the founders used tleeaBila guide, even when individuals had more Deist
views, and that they turned to prayer and Bible study even icotitse of framing the documents on which our govern-
ment is based. Did they create a nation only for Christians2hidagonstitution does not mention God, and the first
amendment does not allow the national government to institutata™shurch as there is in England. Nevertheless, the
founders made public proclamations that went far beyond what we dg todhthey viewed religious training as essen-
tial to the moral foundations of citizenship. Indeed, many of thesmlled Deists were better educated in the Bible than
many of today’s Christians.

What, then, is the origin of the “wall of separation”, and wha does it reveal about the intent of the framers of the
constitution?

Given the strong religious influences that attended our cosnfioynding, how did the phrase “wall of separation”
enter our political vocabulary? This phrase first appeared in H8@2 than twelve years after the drafting of the consti-
tution, when Thomas Jefferson was president. He was responding torcoateome of his political supporters in Dan-
bury, Connecticut, and used the phrase to indicate to them his coemnitiot to allow that group to be outlawed. It
must be noted that at that time nothing in the Constitution coulel been construed as preventing Connecticut from
setting up a state church; Massachusetts itself did daat@te church, supported by tax revenues. Nevertheless, Mr. Jef-
ferson was expressing his personal views, which reflectegensonal commitment to prevent religious tyranny. Given
his comment cited in an earlier article on his personal vaesit the value of religion as a support to government, it is
clear that he did not envision anything as drastic as we demrefrom the Supreme Court in the last 60 years. Jefferson
wanted to avoid giving one religion or sect special statupdnsonally encouraged religion in general because it led to
more moral behavior.

The phrase used by Mr. Jefferson languished as an interestitmgptie until 1947, when it reappeared in an ACLU
brief to the Supreme Court. At that time an activist couzeseupon Mr. Jefferson’s phrase as the touchstone for under-
standing Church/State relations. The results of that aressktt in the Fox news film, Church and Sthevertheless,
it is appropriate to note the irony of basing so much recenpnetation on Mr. Jefferson’s view: at the time the first
amendment was written he was in Paris as the ministEraloce and not participating in drafting or discussing the
amendment. James Madison, who was the author of the fiestdmn@nt, took several actions during his presidency that
would probably invite an ACLU lawsuit: he called for a national day of prayer; k&t called for another national day of
prayer; and finally he called for a day of prayer and fastigce Mr. Madison was the author of the First Amendment,
it is interesting that he did not think that national days of prayer atidg@®nstituted an undue support of religion.

Conclusion

The film demonstrated clearly that the founders envisioned no ov&kdp religious symbols or expression out of
public life, but were comfortable with a much freer expreseio@hristian values by local (and even the national) gov-
ernment than the Supreme Court has permitted since 1947. While we recbgriredamental importance of Christian-
ity in shaping the worldview of the founders, at the same time welmusvare of the growing pluralism of our society.
We must avoid establishing the principle that a local ritgjoan institute a tyranny that threatens freedom to worship
and to speak freely. The difficulty that we face as aiszehen, is to achieve a balance in which there is a leaghpl
field where religious freedom is granted to all, but wheeediding principles of our country are honored both as his-
tory and as guides to citizens.
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By Carl Schueler

darkness, with the light called “day,” and the darkness

called “night,” to be inconsistent with the Bible's state-
The People’s Bibleis now in the Our Redeemer ment that the sun and stars were created during the fourth

Church Library.
scribes the series in this way:

“The entire 41-volume set ofhe People's Bible
series is a Bible commentary for everyone. The
authors of the series have served as parish pas-
tors, college teachers, or seminary professors,
many in more than one role. Each author began
with the original Hebrew or Greek text and then
worked to bring the message of God's Word to
Christians who face the stress and temptations of
everyday life. Two important truths guide all the
commentaries. First, the Bible is God's inspired
Word and therefore is true and reliable. Second,
the central message of the entire Bible is Jesus
Christ.”

So, the library continues to grow! In addition to a
complete set of Martin Luther's works in dozens of vol-

umes, we have this recently added valuable set of refdight.
Edited by Roland Cap Elke, each volungsources, such as firelight from burning wood or gas, firefly

ence books.

Northwestern Publishing House deday. Turning to page 13 of the first volumeTdfe Peo-
ple’s Bible we find Genesis 1:3-5 quoted, and then dis-
cussed. And in this discussion, the author of the Genesis
commentary, John C. Jeske, notes:

“The question has been asked: “How could there
have been light on the first day if the sun and the
stars weren't created until the fourth day?” The
Hebrew language distinguishes between the sub-
stance of light (energy in the form of particles, or
waves, or a combination of the two) and the heav-
enly lightbearers, jushs we distinguish between
the light produced by a reading lamp and the light-
ing fixture itself. Light itself was created on the first
day; the bodies which regulate light were not cre-
ated until three days later.”

Indeed, the sun and stars are not the only sources of
We have all seen light from numerous other

dissects a book (or more) of the NIV. Clearly written folight, sparks from friction between surfaces, and many
the layperson in modern English, these commentari@her sources of genuine light, useful today and centuries
“walk the reader through” each book of the Bible, withago during the night or in a dark cave or closed room

brief commentary on short sets of verses.

where the sun and stars won'’t shine.

For example, consider Genesis 1:3 which states “And The People’s Biblgrovides a terrific combination of

God said,
there be
and there was
light.” Right

‘Let
light,’

professional Biblical scholarship with natural English.
This means two things which 1 find attractive: accuracy
and clarity. As | read the Bible, | find passages | don't
understand — even passages | thought | understood before.

here, in the third
verse of the Bi-
ble, the natural
rationalist finds
reason to doubt
that Genesis
chapter 1 is a
literal description
of the creation.
He considers the
chronology of the
chapter, noting
that this first day
in which light
was introduced
and light was
separated from

It's helpful to know that there is a trustworthy commen-
tary available to assistThe People’s Biblseries was ini-
tiated by the WELS Commission on Christian Literature.
This provides comfort as | look to these commentaries to
help me understand the meaning of difficult verses or to
provide context and historical background to enrich my
appreciation of God's Word.

The People’s Bible can be found on the shelf in the
Northeast corner of the Fellowship Hall. So while enjoy-
ing a cup of coffee next Sunday morning after service, we
invite you to browse the library. Why, you may find
something you'd like to read! And if you do, check out a
volume and read it at leisure at home in a comfortable
chair, accompanied perhaps by some soft music and a
prayer. God’'s blessings on your prayerful review of The
People’s Bible!
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Coming in September
“Welcoming Worship”

Our Arizona-California
District Commission on
Evangelism will offer a one
day seminar that looks a
making visitors feel wel-
come, and at how importan
“rite” worship is in the
process.

The workshop is tenta-
tively set for September

29th at Prince of Peace Lu}
theran Church in Thousand

Oaks. Starting time, car-
pooling and other details
will be coming shortly.

Through the course of 2007 there are a number of activitiaagdiethat will give
us the opportunity to invite our friends, neighbors and relativeomee and learn
more about faith in Jesus Christ. Some of the informatiatiligentative, but the
dates are set. So keep them open, and keep others informed.

Tuesday, July 4th at 4:30 pm
Tri-tip barbeque, fellowship & fireworks
The movie this year will be: “Saints and Strangers.”
The film looks at the “spiritual roots of the Colonies and
ur founding fathers - an appropriate theme for our
Independence Day celebration.
After a great dinner, we will make the trip over to
Girsch Park for fireworks.

Saturday, August 11th at 9:30 am
Outreach Planning meeting
We will finalize preparations for the Lemon Festival -
schedule for helping in the booth, give aways,
strategy, and follow up procedure.
John Favuzzi will also give a presentation regarding
the concept of a “Virtual Bethlehem.”

Sunday, September 16th at 10:30 am
Festival of Friendship & Worship under the Oaks
The outdoor service will be followed by a barbeque.
Once again this is a great opportunity to invite people
to a more informal worship service.

Saturday / Sunday, October 13th-14th
Booth at the California Lemon Festival in Goleta

We rejoice in the many blessings given the members of outyfan
faith. May the Lord continue to bless them richly.

Birthdays for July

2nd - Walter P.
4th - Alice G.
7th - Emily P.
9th - Jessica B.
10th - Mark G.
Emily B.

Birthdays for August

14th - Kristine C.
18th - Brittany G.
21st - Joel S.

HAVING

BIRTH DAY'

“Give thanks to the Lord,
call on his name;
Make known among the nations
what he has done.
Sing to him, sing praise to him;
Tell of all his wonderful acts.
Glory in his holy name;
Let the hears of those who seek th
Lord rejoice.”
Psalm 105:1-3

13th - Janessa S.
18th - Sally K.
20th - Barbara F.

Glen K.

21st - Michael F.

31st-SusanT.
Justin S.

23rd - Pat S.
24th - Jane F.
24th - Gregory C

1)




Reflections, from page 1

I have found another fairly good resource in Luther's “SacristydPra It has been a constant companion and re-
minder in my office since day one. These words pretty much say it all:

“O Lord God, Thou hast made me a pastor and teacher in the Church.sddgi how unfit | am to administer
rightly this great and responsible Office, and had | been withioyigid and counsel | would surely have ruined it
all long ago. Therefore | invoke Thee. How gladly do | dasingeld and consecrate my heart and mouth to this
ministry. | desire to teach the congregation. 1, too desireteMearn and to keep Thy Word my constant com-
panion and to meditate thereupon earnestly. Use me as Thy instiambgtservice. Only do not Thou forsake
me, for if | am left to myself, | will certainly bring it all to destruti”

There are elements that stand out. Foremost is recognizinthéhhord has made me a pastor and teacher in the
church. Certainly there was training and a prayerful decisiived, but it was completely through the grace and in-
tervention of God that | am in a congregation. It is a humbling titoughe Lord has put me where he wanted me to
be, and then he uses me - complete with strengths and weaknesaesomplish his will. | can concur with Luther's
conclusion, “you see how unfit | am to administer rightly this gaea responsible office, and had | been without your
aid and counsel | would surely have ruined it all long ago.”

| could be wrong, but from Scripture and Luther’s perspectivihfédiness is measured in the humility of the man to
bow before the will and Word of the Lord. No pastor should stand in a guigitfeels that he has deserved it. No call
should be seen as compensation for service offered, or a promotisihdtheight of folly to believe one is where he is
because he has worked for that position. Resumes should not be written to promote onglfstovanysoffice. This is
not consistent with faithfulness. Faithfulness goes back to Rdudtwrote to the Corinthians. In the closing chapters
he writes: “Always give yourselves fully to the work of therd because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in
vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58). Consequently, as | looked over thedird over the years, | had to ask myself, “have |
always given myself fully to the work of the Lord?”

It is a sobering question, because | recognize the power of tkfish. This is the same sinful flesh with which
every Christian struggles. This flesh will usually sagost assuredly.” But can | consider that opinion valid? Even
outward signs of 25 years of service may not always thentessture. | can rejoice that the Lord has used me talheral
his Word, to baptize, to instruct, to comfort, to encourage, to correctrtg amal to bury. | can see where the Lord has
used me to bring blood bought souls to the comfort and peacerobtivior. But can | say, | have always “given my-
self fully to the work of the Lord?” In complete honesty and humility, | have to pegh&bly not.”

As | look back over 25 years | can see work left incompletan see where | could have said more. | can see some
conflicts unresolved. The consequences of my sinful flestl hawe to bear. At the same time, | also have to look to
the cross of my Savior. There | find the peace that asswed my forgiveness, even when | have been unfaithful. It
is also at the cross that | find the new power and motivatioediedicate myself to the work of serving the Lord and his
Church. 1t is the cross that provides the courage to speakth# tross that provides the energy to serve. It is the cross
that provides the devotion needed to persevere. It is the ttratsprovides the example of faithfulness in all things. It
is the cross that makes me pray: “Use me as your ingttimgour service. Only do not forsake me, for if | am left to
myself, | will certainly bring it all to destruction.”

It sounds cliché, but 25 years has flown by. Yes, there were tufmexs the ministry was trying and tiring. There
were times when | questioned whether | should continue to be a pastor or resigh rByilgat doesn’t seem like it has
been a quarter of a century. In the end, this might be one bfab&ings the Lord graciously gives to those who serve.
I can only rejoice in the blessings | have seen through theecofitsne. | can only pray that the Lord will continue to
use me as an instrument in his hand, and to give me the joy and energy tgsgifdutly to his service.

Thank you for your prayers, your encouragement, your service to tdedrat your friendship. These too are bless-
ings from a good and gracious God to those who serve. Thed#easings that have renewed and refreshed me
throughout the years.
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By the Outreach Committee

On June 17th conventional wisdom was thrown
aside and we moved our worship service outside. If
you have lived in Santa Barbara for any amount of
time you are familiar with the saying: “gray May and
June gloom.” So conventional wisdom dictated we
should stay indoors where it was nice and warm and
dry. But that was ignored. In the end, we were
blessed with a beautiful day. Although the sun was
not radiating excessive heat, it did warm the air and
keep everyone comfortable under the ceiling of oak
trees.

At the end of the worship service which turned our
attention to our heavenly Father and his love, we set
up the tables in the sun and basked in its warmth.

Friendship, conversation, and good food all added™o - - -
the special nature of the day. Praise to the Lord!

Christian Worship 234

Eventually the meal of grilled hamburgers apd
chicken was consumed. So, the tables taken dqWwhaise to the Lord, the Almighty the King of creation!
and clean-up was completed. Everyone had an erj@ymy soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation!
able day. There was even a note of anticipation|{g¢t all who hear now to his temple draw near,
the 4th of July tri-tip barbeque and movie, as well{d9ining in glad adoration.
the Festival of Friendship in September - another ¢

t- . .
door service E’ralse to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you;

Surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.
‘_g;nder anew what the Almighty can do

We would like to thank everyone who broug dwith his love he befriends you.

food - salads and desserts, those who cooked,

those who helped with the set up and clean up. \Wgyise to the Lord! Oh. let all that is in me adore him!

would also like to thank our gracious God for giVim_ﬁll that has life and breath, come now with praises before H
us this wonderful opportunity to enjoy so many of hisat the Amen, sound from his people again:

rich blessings! Gladly forever adore him!

m!




" ((

Transitions Class Because of vacation schedules the monthly Financial

This is for Junior High to High School, High School toReport will be not be included in this issue of “The Re-
College and beyond. Art Battson and Erle Pettus wilporter.” However, it will be presented at the Quarterly
lead these short, information classes on Sunday morning&oters’ meeting on July 15th following the worship ser-
Please speak with Art or Erle. vice.

Sunday Mornings

Every Sunday there are Christian Education classes for
the adults. On July 1st we will conclude a comparative Now that the Summer is quickly approaching, some
study of Christianity and Islam. On July 8th there will bevork has been put on hold. Since heat adds stress to a
a video and discussion of the “Spiritual Roots” of oulant during the transplanting process, this work will be
forefathers and our country. The rest of July will focugut aside until the end of September. Then, the landscap-
on the Large Catechism. We are familiar with the Smaing process around the front of the church will resume.
Catechism as part of the training and instruction for CorPuring this down-time the fence will be completed - fill-
firmation. The Large Catechism offers additional insight$"g the poles with concrete and installing panels. Plans

and information. will also be made to secure the materials for the east side
For the month August we will renew our “Across theOf the yard. It will also be during this time the drip sys-
Generations” studies. tem will be installed and timer programmed. Other work
includes some sanding and painting, weeding and grad-
Wednesday Evenings ing, and trimming of trees and shrubs.

Unless otherwise noted, the Class on the Apocalypse
of Jesus Christ will continue to meet every Wednesday If you have some extra time, please contact the Prop-
evening at 7:00 pm. Discussions have been lively argity Committee members regarding what needs to be
informative. What is even better is, it is not too late done, and where the material and tools can be secured.

come.

Plan to come to learn more about our Savior's promise Tom Pentecost Al Todd
to protect and preserve his church until his return in glory. Jim Everson Pastor Proeber
“Let us not give up meeting together, as some arthée habit of doing, but let
us encourage one another—and all the more as yeuhseDay approaching.”
Heb. 10:25 NIV
Reporter’s Wanted! 1 "
Book review?
Personal Story of Faith? _ , Bible Class Wednesday @ 7:00 pm
Event Reports? (Potluck, gathering, party, field trip?)
Church Council July 3rd @ 7:30 pm
_ - Half-page to Three pages N Outreach meeting None Scheduled
- Reviewed for scriptural consistency and readability Bd of Elders July 17th @ 7:00 pm
- by 25th of month to appear in next issue Bd of Education July 24th @ 7:00 pm
. Bd of Trustees July 31st@ 7:30 pm
Hard-copy to Carl Schueler, or email to Carl Schueler
(cfs_home@cox.net) & Pastor Proeber (Pastor@orlc|net QUARTERLY MEETING July 15th
Following the worship service




Emphasis: Luke 9:62
Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and loaksiddit for service in the kingdom of
God.”

“Don’t Look Backwards”

Jim was impressed every time he looked at a farmerd. figle couldn't get over how straight the rows
were. Acre after acre there was no deviation, just perfectly gadls.

One day his curiosity couldn’'t be quieted, so he began to searttefanswer. During his trek he came
across a farmer standing by his idle tractor. There wasdial greeting and a few pleasantries exchanged. Jim
finally blurted out the question, “How do you keep your rows so straight#® farmer politely replied, “Well, |
simply aim my tractor at a tree, a poll or a building, and head stiatigfit

“That’s it?” You could sense the disappointment in Jim’'s voit&ell,” added the farmer, “I suppose there
is one more thing.” “What'’s that?” Jim asked with renewed intrigue. “ltdook backwards.”

Jesus made the same point. Many people followed him. They hadréems and expectations regarding
him and his ministry, and they anticipated earthly glory and lagliegsure. Jesus offered just the opposite —
hardship, sacrifice and rejection. Consequently, many people who initially follileged began to leave.

Through the work of the Gospel and the Holy Spirit | followudedut it is not without daily challenges.
Certainly, | rejoice in the blessings my Savior givedelight in the direction he provides. | desire to follow
him with complete commitment. Still, | am tempted to look backwards.

| daily struggle with my sinful self. It beckons me to lookkw®mards. Back to what my life once was, back
to a life of self-indulgence, self-gratification, and selenast. It is when | struggle that | need to remember my
Savior's words. | also need to remember what has been prepared for me. My Saweat nesé¢rom death and
destruction. He freed me from slavery to my sinful self. prpared me for a life of loving service, and an
eternity in heaven. These blessings lead me to follow hinkeap me looking forward to the goal that is al-
ways in front of me. It is the very goal of which Paultesi “Forgetting what is behind and straining toward
what is ahead, | press on toward the goal to win the prize fimhvéhod has called me heavenward in Christ
Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13,14)

This, and other daily devotions can be rece|ved

from www.whataboutjesus.com. Itis a web
site sponsored by our Wisconsin Synod and the
Commission on Evangelism.

=

Its emphasis is to reach out to pegple
with the truth about Jesus Christ.

As part of his duties as the District Evangellsm
Coordinator, Pastor Proeber contributes [fwo

devotions a month, usually the first tyvo
Mondays of the month.




