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“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.  But when he, 
the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.  He will not speak on his 
own:  he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.  
He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to 
you. All that belongs to the Father is mine.  That is why I said the Spirit will take 
from what is mine and make it known to you.” 

 
Unbearable.  Overwhelming.  Wearisome.  Disappointing.  Life can be described by 

all of these words.  So where do I go for help when these words describe my life?  I 
could look to the solutions the world offers.  Unfortunately, these are often placebos and 
provide only temporary relief.  They may even lead to more destructive decisions and 
behavior.  So, where can I find real help? 

 
John’s account of Jesus’ last days on earth answers that question.  As Jesus faced his 

crucifixion and death, he was concerned with his disciples well being.  He knew they 
would find many situations unbearable, even overwhelming.  He also knew he could not 
let them to their own devices to figure things out.  So he provided them with the answer 
they needed, and with the assurance of real help. 

 
This certain source of help that Jesus provided for his disciples is the same source of 

help from which I can draw.  It is found in the work Jesus himself accomplished on my 
behalf.  This work is enhanced by the accompanying work of God the Father and God 
the Spirit. 

 
When I find my life is filled with uncertainty, I have the assurance the Spirit will 

guide me in the truth.  When I am faced with the pressures of a life that has become un-
bearable, I can be confident the Father will be there to comfort me with his love.  When I 
am overwhelmed, disappointed, or just weary, I know Jesus will be there with his invita-
tion to come to him to find rest. 

 
I can count on the help God provides to be real help.  It is established by all three per-

sons of the Godhead working in complete harmony for my blessing.  For me, the end 
result is not a placebo or temporary solution, but it is reliable and effective. 

 
It is important for me to understand there is help, real help, throughout my life.  Life 

can be unbearable, overwhelming, wearisome and disappointing.  Still, my Jesus will be 
with me.  His Spirit will reassure me.  His Father will renew me.  What a blessing it is to 
know, my help comes from the Lord! 
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  By Erle Pettus 
 

(4th in a series on the movie One Nation Under God) 
 

Opponents of religion who attack religious displays 
connected to government functions invoke the standard of 
a “wall of separation” between church and state. To sup-
port this as a principle of our government, a claim is often 
made that the founders were Deists who did not view God 
as having any importance after the creation of the world. 
One Nation Under God, a movie which is available in the 
Our Redeemer library, provides evidence to help us better 
understand both the religious convictions of our founding 
fathers, and also their view of how religion supported 
good government.  

 
The essence of this argument is that the men who 

framed our constitution were not Christians, and that they 
did not intend for a Christian world-view to influence 
government. In analyzing this argument it is important to 
note that the movie uses the term Deist to mean one who 
believes God set the world in motion and then stepped 
away, while many modern writers allow a looser defini-
tion in which God may intervene in human affairs. While 
one should be aware of this distinction in order to under-
stand the disagreements between different authors, the 
movie does a good job of illustrating what the founders 
views were on the relation of church and state, regardless 
of their personal religious beliefs. 

 
The key element is that arguing strictly over the per-

sonal beliefs of the founders is misleading. Thomas Jeffer-
son, a man of complex beliefs and one of the founders 
most often cited as a Deist, did reject the miracles of the 
New Testament. On the other hand, Mr. Jefferson at-
tended church regularly. Indeed, one day a friend chal-
lenged him as to why he would do so, since the friend 
knew Jefferson did not believe all of the teachings of the 
church.  Jefferson responded in effect that no government 
can flourish without religion, and that he intended to give 
religion the sanction of his attendance at church services. 
Thus one of the founders who is most closely tied to the 
rationalist spirit of the enlightenment (and who also hap-
pens to be the author of the phrase “wall of separation”) 
did not intend to isolate religion from public affairs.  

 
Another of our founders, George Washington, is some-

times cited as Deist. Here the evidence for Deism is very 
questionable since Washington was a life-long member of 
the Anglican Church [a creedal Trinitarian body] and he 

served on the vestry of the churches he attended 
(equivalent to our church council).  Also, he quoted the 
Bible not only in public documents but also in private 
letters, and publicly gave glory to God for the American 
victory at Yorktown. Moreover, he insisted on chaplains 
for the Army, encouraged Indian tribes to convert to 
Christianity, and wrote of his belief that God intervenes in 
the affairs of men. This is a strange form of Deism at best, 
and one that actively encouraged a public involvement in 
religion. (Presumably this occurred because the ACLU 
was not available to defend our fledgling country from 
Mr. Washington’s errors.)  

 
If we move beyond the most famous of the founders 

and simply count which were Christians and which proba-
bly were Deists, we see that at most 5%, about a dozen, of 
the 250 leading founders were Deists. At least 24 of the 
56 signers of the Declaration of Independence held Chris-
tian ministerial degrees, and a reasonable number of them 
held active positions as ministers. But beyond the simple 
numbers, it is important to view their actions for which 
two examples are given.  As noted earlier the first meeting 
of the Continental Congress began with a Bible study. 
Also, during the writing of the U.S. Constitution, it is a 
fact that the delegates participated in a prayer for divine 
guidance at a time when it looked as if the meeting would 
disintegrate without producing an acceptable draft. What 
is even more impressive, however, is that the call for a  

 
Continued on page 3 
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We rejoice in the many blessings given the members of our family of faith. May 
the Lord continue to bless them richly with everything they need, and with the 
strength and faith to be a blessing to others. 

 
 6th  - Eileen A.   21st – Dave V. 
 9th  - Sue P.  24th —Christina F.  &  Alex G  
11th - Laura L.  30th – Hilary S. 
12th - Lori K. 
18th - Julie S. 
20th  - Kay N.  &   
          Roger J. ��������� �

Founding Fathers, continued from page 2 
 
prayer came from Benjamin Franklin, a man generally 
regarded as a Deist, with these words: 
 

In the beginning of the contest with Great Brit-
ain, when we were sensible of danger, we had daily 
prayer in this room for Divine protection. Our 
prayers, Sir, were heard, and they were graciously 
answered. And have we forgotten that powerful 
friend? Or do we imagine we no longer need His 
assistance? 

 
Franklin’s motion was approved, and the Constitution 

was completed, giving us the document that guides us to-
day. Clearly the framers, even those who were not ortho-
dox Christians, had a different view of the proper relation 
of church and state than we have today. 

 
In arguing whether founders were Deists or Christians, 

then, today’s modern “separatists” attempt to cast the de-
bate as centering on the precise personal beliefs of the 
founders—that if they were not members of Pat Robert-
son’s 700 Club, then they did not intend to allow any in-
trusion of religion into public life. This is a red herring. 
Only a handful of the central founders were really Deists, 
and even those men had a real understanding that they 
were accountable to God for their lives. They were com-
fortable with a considerable role of religion in public, 
ranging from national days of prayer to arguments based 
on scripture. Indeed, as the conversation of Mr. Jefferson 
and his friend shows, they regarded a national religious 
life as vital for the health of the country. The modern at-
tempt to purify public life so as not to create any support 
for the idea of religion would have seemed very strange to 
them indeed. 
 
Next month we will look at the Constitution itself and the 
actions of the founding fathers to understand whether there 
is a basis for the type of  “wall of separation” advocated 
by atheists today. 

������������
By Alan Todd 

�
�

Christ (He Is My Lord), by Harlyn J. Kuschel 
(Northwestern Publishing House, 165 pp., $13.99) 

 
What is the Bible’s answer to the most important ques-

tion that confronts every human being:  Who is Jesus 
Christ?  That is the quest of this extensive study by Pastor 
Kuschel. 

 
Pastor Kuschel’s book on Christ is part of the People’s 

Bible Teaching series.  This series of books (25 at the pre-
sent time) addresses the main doctrinal teachings of the 
bible from Angels and Demons to the Trinity and just 
about everything in between. 

 
Pastor Kuschel makes it very clear that “Knowing Je-

sus is, indeed, the key to knowing and understanding the 
Scriptures.  He also reminds the reader that today, as in 
ages past, many people still do not have a clear under-
standing of who Jesus is.  Some think he never really ex-
isted at all; some think he was a great man or a great 
prophet or an extraordinary teacher.  These people “do not 
honor him as the God-man and the world’s Savior”.  

 
This book will help you witness to those around you 

about who Jesus really is as the Bible reveals him.  I came 
away from this book with an even greater certainty, a cer-
tainty that can only come from the Holy Spirit’s work in 
people’s heart through the gospel, that Jesus Christ is not 
only Lord but he is my Lord. 

 
The book is divided into four parts: The Person of 

Christ; the Humiliation and Exaltation of Christ; The 
Threefold Office of Christ; and The Work of Christ.  As 
with all the books of the People’s Bible Teaching series it 
includes a section for further reading as well. 
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By Erle Pettus 
 

Christ has commanded us to go and make disciples of all nations. That command implies that we need to understand 
what is taught by other faiths, so that we may express the truth that has been entrusted to us in terms that those of an-
other faith can comprehend. In the case of Islam the challenge is more than one of simply understanding their relation-
ship to their god; it is also a matter of understanding what their religion teaches about the relationship of government to 
its citizens. Indeed, the religion of Islam poses political challenges that we must be aware of as citizens of our country: 
Islam embodies a fundamentally different conception of the relationship between church and state from that on which 
our society is built. The movie Islam: What the West Needs to Know, which was viewed in the ORL Sunday Bible class 
recently, provided a crash course in some of the basic differences between our western Judeo-Christian view and that of 
Islam. It was a sobering presentation of the fundamental character of the Muslim religion, and emphasized the real tem-
poral danger that it poses. (For additional information on the religion, see Debbie Aitkin’s article, “Book Review of 
Speaking the Truth in Love to Muslims” in the March issue of The Reporter, or read Pastor Ehlke’s book itself.)  
 

The video was divided into six parts. In the first, “There is no god but Allah”, viewers were provided with a brief 
overview of the theology and the teachings of the Koran. This part of the movie also dealt with some of the supporting 
documents that are an essential part of Islam such as the Hadith—the traditions of the prophet. An important point made 
in this section of the film was the fact that whenever the Koran contradicts itself, the passage that was written later is 
Allah’s final word. This is interesting, both because it presents a challenge to the beginning reader (the Koran is not ar-
ranged chronologically, so you must be told which are the later passages), but also because it means that Allah can 
change his mind.  One area in which Allah appears to have modified his desires for mankind that is pointed out in this 
part of the film but further developed in later sections, is that Islam began in violence and regards violent conquest as 
Allah’s preferred method of evangelism: 
 

“Kill the unbelievers wherever you find them. … But if they repent and accept Islam … then leave their way 
free.” (Sura 9:5 – AD 627) 

 
This is not the method our Lord used to spread His word, and passages such as this make it impossible to accept the 

notion that Christians and Muslims worship the same God.  
 
Later sections of the movie expand on the history of Islam, and on the themes that were introduced in the first sec-

tion. It is worth understanding the history, since it provides a guide to how the religion operates as it grows in strength. 
During its earliest growth phase, beginning with Mohammed’s early victories around 629 AD until the defeat of the 
Muslim armies at the Battle of Poitiers (or Battle of Tours) in 732, Islam spread by conquest. During that time the ar-
mies of Islam overran Israel, Syria, North Africa, and Spain, and established their religion in the areas they conquered. 
The next few centuries were largely a period of consolidation, until the Ottoman Empire arose. From roughly 1100 until 
1683 the armies of Islam again threatened Europe as they moved through the Balkans and up to the gates of Vienna. 
This phase ended only when the siege of Vienna was broken in 1683.   

 
While their defeat at Vienna ended the second great period of Muslim expansion, it is important to understand that 

the essential character of the religion has not changed. The passages in the Koran that preach violence against unbeliev-
ers remain in force.   
 

 “Then when the Sacred Months (the 1st, 7th, 11th, and 12th months of the Islamic calendar) have passed, then 
kill the Mushrikun wherever you find them and capture them and besiege them, and prepare for them each and 
every ambush. But if they repent and perform As-Salat (Iqamat-as-Salat), and give Zakat, then leave their way 
free. Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”  (Sura 9:5) 

 
 

Continued on page 5 
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Islam, continued from page 4 
 

In short, Islam is a religion that actively opposes other religions and seeks to subjugate them to the rule of Islamic 
law, known as Sharia. [Technically Islam does not force conversion, it merely places the defeated area under Islamic law. 
In practice, this is a distinction that can be lost on those who are conquered.] Once a nation is under Sharia, those who 
are not Muslim lack the full rights of Muslim citizens, paying extra taxes and being forbidden to build or repair non-
Muslim church buildings or to convert anyone away from Islam.  Under these circumstances, Christian evangelism be-
comes much more hazardous. Therefore, Islam is a threat to the free exercise of religion as we enjoy it in our country, as 
well as being a threat to the souls of those who have not yet heard the message of salvation.  
 

A thoughtful observer may question whether this is a fair indictment of Islam, since there seem to be many more 
peaceful Muslims than there are Muslim fanatics, at least in the U. S.  Indeed, if we only compare the personal lives of 
Muslims we meet with the observed lives of Christians, it is arguable which is the “truer” faith. How can we reconcile 
the clear teachings of the Koran and the Haditha with the evidence that we see in the lives of the Muslims we meet? 

 
There are two possible answers to this, and it reveals the particular 

challenge represented by Islam. The first is that the “peaceful” Muslim 
has chosen to ignore the more violent parts of the Koran. They are creat-
ing a variant of the religion that seeks salvation by following the strict 
personal discipline that is also in the Koran, without confronting the 
more violent teachings that it offers. We must approach them with re-
spect for their sincerity, but we must not lose sight of the full teachings 
of the Koran; these peaceful Muslims create a pleasing public face for 
the religion that does not alter the underlying danger in Islamic scrip-
ture. In that way they resemble the “fellow travelers” of Communism 
who presented a false façade for Stalin’s atrocities. 

 
To witness to these Muslims, whom we may presume truly want to 

serve God, we can offer the free salvation that was won for them on 
Calvary. This witness will be assisted by our knowledge of the contra-
dictions between what they profess and what the Koran teaches, and by 
their own sense of burden in trying to fulfill the demands of a law-based 
righteousness – an element planned for Bible study later this year. We 
are strengthened by the knowledge that we have the greatest earthly gift 
of all—the chance to offer God’s amazing grace to a lost sinner.  

 
The second answer to the question of how a Muslim can seem to be 

“peaceful” is far more sinister: Islam permits deceit, even to the point of 
denying their faith publicly in order to protect their lives. This doctrine, known as Taqiya, makes it impossible to be cer-
tain that what you are told by a Muslim in matters of “church policy” is true. Thus a Muslim who advocates violent ac-
tion, or even one who wishes to protect his Mosque from the police, is justified in deceiving others about the true beliefs 
or actions of the group. The implications of this doctrine are explored more in the film, especially in the section “War is 
deceit”, and are not reassuring.  

 
While the material in this movie is not soothing and does not offer a direct set of helpful hints for witnessing, it is 

valuable as an educational tool for our roles as citizens of an earthly kingdom. Moreover, since Islam is not just a religion 
but also a political system that does not recognize any separation of church from state, it is important that we understand 
the political dimensions of the religion in order to appreciate the dimension of the challenge that Islam presents.   

 
The struggle between Islam and the rest of the world may have been quiet at times, since Islamic powers will not be 

aggressive when they are too weak to win. Their long-term view of the world, however, is captured in their description of  
 

Continued on page 6 
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 Original German 

Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word 
And curb the Turks’ and papists’ sword 
Who Jesus Christ, your only Son 
Fain would tumble from off your throne. 

 
 Translation Today 

Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word; 
Curb those who by deceit and sword 
Would seek to overthrow your Son 
And to destroy what he has done. 
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Through the course of 2007 there are a number of ac-
tivities planned that will give us the opportunity to invite 
our friends, neighbors and relatives to come and learn 
more about our faith in Jesus Christ.  Some of the informa-
tion is still tentative, but the dates are set.  So keep them 
open, and keep others informed. 
 

Sunday Bible Class 
“Islam and Christianity Compared” 

Three sections remain of this interesting presentation: 
Episode Two:  The Trinity 

Episode Three:  The Bible and the Incarnation 
Episode Four:  The Cross and Salvation 

 
Sunday, June 17 

Outdoor Worship Service at 10:30 am 
& Father’s day Barbeque 

Please note the change of schedule.  Also plan 
to invite friends and neighbors to enjoy this 

special day. 
 

Tuesday, July 4th at 4:30 pm 
Tri-tip barbeque, fellowship & fireworks 

The movie this year will be: “Saints and Strangers.” 
The film looks at the “spiritual roots of the Colonies. 

After a great dinner, we will make the trip over to 
Girsch Park for fireworks. 

 
Sunday, September 16th  at 10:30 am 

Festival of Friendship & Worship under the Oaks 
The outdoor service will be followed by a barbeque. 
Once again this is a great opportunity to invite people 

to a more informal worship service. 

��
Coming in September 

Welcoming Worship Seminar 
Our Arizona-California District Commission on  

Evangelism will offer a one day seminar that 
looks at making visitors feel welcome, and at 

how important “rite” worship is in the process. 

Islam, continued from page 5 
 
the two parts of the world. The nations that are Islamic 
are Dar al Islam (The House of Peace); the areas not un-
der Islam are Dar al harb (The House of War). The latter 
is a reminder of what they intend for those who do not yet 
enjoy the “peace” of Islam—a description that is burned 
into your memory by the sermon in the conclusion of the 
movie. There the Imam brandishes a sword as he urges 
the faithful to jihad against the opponents of Islam. (This 
is another striking reminder of the difference between 
Christianity and Islam.) It also suggests that the struggle 
that occasioned Luther’s essay (On War Against the 
Turk) and his hymn (203: Lord, keep us steadfast in thy 
Word) will remain important as long as Islam survives.  
 
Indeed, the present struggles in the Middle East show that 
while Islam is one of the world’s great religions, its char-
acter has not changed from the course set by the Prophet 
during his lifetime.  It began in violence, and still takes 
Mohammed as a model. While some may find temporal 
peace in the personal discipline of the religion, it imposes 
a system that denigrates Christ to human status, and thus 
deprives its adherents of salvation. On its political side 
where it engages its enemies, it will resort to violence, as 
it did under Mohammed.  

 
“Then they surrendered, and the Apostle confined 
them in Medina … Then the Apostle went out to 
the market of Medina and dug trenches in it. Then 
he sent for them and struck off their heads in those 
trenches as they were brought out to him in 
batches. …There were 600 or 700 in all, though 
some put the figure as high as 800 or 900.”  

 
The Life of Muhammad / Sirat Rasul Alllah By 

Muhammad bin Ishaq (d 773 AD) 



“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage 
one another–and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”  

Hebrews. 10:25 NIV  
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By Sonja Todd 

 
Our Redeemer hosted another very successful 

Ladies’ Tea on Saturday, May 5, 2007.  Nearly 50 
ladies - members and non-members - attended!   

 
Our 4th Annual Tea would not have been so en-

joyable without the services of our handsome and 
very capable men.  They managed to keep our 
glasses filled with champagne (straight) or accom-
panied with orange juice (Mimosa), our tea cups 
filled, and our plates filled with all the wonderful 
food prepared by Gilda Coussa (head cook), Debbie 
Aitkins, Eileen Aylesworth, Pat Florez, Caroline 
Pettus, Ray Coussa, Dave Vetter, Sonja Todd, and 
Alan Todd (cookie man).   If you missed out on this 
great time for fellowship, service by excellent wait-
ers, and of course food that is out of this world, be 
sure to plan to attend for the 5th Annual Tea event in 
2008. 

Pictures 
Upper left - Al displays his handiwork; upper right - the servers 
for the day; above - Sonja puts finishing touches on her table;  
below left - the tables were carefully and elegantly prepared; be-
low center - Mary Clemons provided an interesting and inspira-
tion presentation on Revelation 2:10; below right - Jim makes 
sure the spots are gone. 
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Transitions is intended to be a series of short articles, 
thought provoking information, reviews and or links that 
we hope will be of interest to the teens in the Congrega-
tion who are making the transition from Grade School to 
Junior High, Junior High to High School, or High School 
to College. Have a comment or suggestion, let us know. 

 

������	����������	������	���
Do you have a question? Something troubling you? Need 
a caring, Christian point of view? Then consider visiting 
the WELS sponsored Living Bold website at  http//
www.livingbold.com. This Q&A service exists to pro-
vide knowledgeable, caring, and Bible-based answers to 
questions you submit. The individual answering your 
question is a WELS pastor, teacher, or staff minister 
whose faith, ministry, education, or life experiences have 
given them helpful insights. 

The following is and example of a real question: 

� :  I think I lead a pretty good life. I usually get decent 
grades, I'm active in my school's music department. The 
thing that is troubling me: I've never had a girlfriend in 
my life. Usually what would happen is I'd be interested in 
dating a girl and she'll reject me. I never have been able 
to work up any confidence since then to ask a girl out or 
to let her know how I feel about her. I'll see people in 
love and I start thinking, "What's wrong with me?" 

� �� �You might feel like you're all alone in this depart-
ment, but my experience tells me that thousands of teen-
agers feel exactly the same way. Teenage relationships 
are a road full of rocks and potholes, and I believe you'll 
find it's actually a relief when you get past your teenage 
years and are able to embark on more mature relation-
ships with the opposite (and complementary!) gender. 
You may not be aware that many adults suggest that 
teenagers really should not concentrate on dating or hav-
ing a boyfriend or girlfriend, simply because it's so hard 
and not necessarily healthy to their emotional growth. 
You may see people you believe are "in love," but again 
experience seems to indicate that most of those relation-
ships are not truly love, but something more like infatua-
tion or a desire to be popular. When they crash (and most 
teen romances do!), they often crash hard and leave pain-
ful scars. 

)����������)���������� ����)����������)���������� ����)������������)������������ )����������)���������� ��
I notice something about your frame of mind from 

your letter: a big focus on "I". I lead a good life; I get 
good grades. For better or worse, teenagers often get too 
wrapped up in themselves, as if they felt that they had to 
prove their worth or make themselves acceptable. Don't 
forget: your Savior has already made you acceptable by 
his sacrifice for you. That awareness makes a huge differ-
ence in how you relate to other people. You've got noth-
ing to prove, and a huge amount to give. 

Can I make a suggestion, as a guy who made the same 
mistakes in my teen years? Don't focus on you so much, 
except on simply growing in your practice of loving other 
people. St. Paul made gave us profound insight into rela-
tionships that yield blessings when he said, "Love...is not 
self seeking" (1 Cor 13:5). Just as Christ's focus was in-
tent on those around him, and not meeting his own needs, 
so his disciples realize that "it is better to give than to re-
ceive." One cannot be a good lover until he has learned to 
be a good friend. 

Jesus' summary of the law, "Love your neighbor as your-
self," suggests another facet of friendship: put yourself in 
his/her shoes and ask, "How do I like to be treated?" Re-
spect, patience, kindness, understanding are all words that 
come to mind for me. An ability to show interest without 
being a pest comes in there somewhere. Sometimes just 
being friendly and complimentary, showing a genuine 
concern and interest in someone's life, saying "Hi!" in the 
hallway with a smile on your face--these are things that 
communicate a very attractive genuineness.  You may 
find that, instead of romance, you'll find something better: 
friendship. I'd have to say that the girls who I was closest 
to in high school were not those few I dated, but those 
who were just friends--and some of them remain good 
friends to this day, well into my adult life. Maybe instead 
of a girlfriend, you'll find there are many girls who are 
great friends! 

Finally, trust God that he can open doors for you in 
relationships as in every other corner of your life, in his 
good time and way. Be sure to keep praying to your mer-
ciful Lord, who surely is concerned for you and promises 
to make everything work out for your blessing. "Cast your 
cares on the LORD, and he will sustain you; he will never 
let the righteous fall." 

 

��
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The following books are available through Northwestern 
Publishing House or on line at www.nph.net 
 

The Power of the Night 
Series: The Lamb Among the Stars Series 
Volume Two 
Chris Walley 
In the spirit of C.S.Lewis and J.R.Tolkein 
this series weaves the worlds of science and 
the spirit technology adn supernatural into 
something unique and haunting. With the 

destruction of the gate that linked it to the rest of the As-
sembly, the world of Farholme must face isolation. There 
is something in the north- something evil-that challenges 
and corrupts all the Assembly stands for. As the influence 
of this threatening presence grows, Merral D'Avanos and 
his friends are entrusted with the task of finding their 
world's enemy. It is a race against time as evil spreads 
like a plague across Farholme. When the intruders are 
found, it falls to Merral to lead the untried forces into 
conflict. The opponents are well hidden and armed with 
strange powers. Merral finds that he has an unexpected 
enemy--himself. 
 

Checklist For Life For Teen 
The Ultimate Handbook 
Series: Checklist for Life Series 
What are you doing with your life? Just 
around the corner lies your next challenge - 
and your next opportunity. This book gives 
you what you need to master all the big 
stuff and remain sweat-free over the small 

stuff. This isn't a huge manual for some test you're only 
going to take once or twice, it's a guide to help you deal 
with the real life issues you face every day. It's like al-
ways having a trusted friend by your side to help you 
through those tough times. With this book you will learn 
how to accept yourself, what to do about cliques, where to 
find good friends, how to deal with parents, how to cope 
with brothers and sisters, how to overcome jealousy and 
envy, how to deal with peer pressure, how to best plan 
your future, and advice on over 50 additional topics. 
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In Brooklyn, New York, Chush is a school that caters 

to learning disabled children. Some children remain in 
Chush for their entire school career, while others can be 
mainstreamed into conventional schools. 

 
At a Chush fund-raising dinner, the father of a Chush 

child delivered a speech that would never be forgotten by 
all who attended. 

 
After extolling the school and its dedicated staff, he 

cried out, "Where is the perfection in my son Shaya? Eve-
rything God does is done with perfection. But my child 
cannot understand things as other children do. My child 
cannot remember facts and figures as other children do. 
Where is God's perfection?" 

 
The audience was shocked by the question, pained by 

the father's anguish, stilled by the piercing query. 
 
“I believe,” the father answered, “that when God 

brings a child like this into the world, the perfection that 
he seeks is in the way people react to this child.” 

 
He then told the following story about his son Shaya: 

One afternoon Shaya and his father walked past a park 
where some boys Shaya knew were playing baseball.  

Shaya asked, “Do you think they will let me play?” 
 
Shaya's father knew that his son was not at all athletic 

and that most boys would not want him on their team. But 
Shaya's father understood that if his son was chosen to 
play it would give him a comfortable sense of belonging.  
Shaya's father approached one of the boys in the field and 
asked if Shaya could play. The boy looked around for 
guidance from his teammates. Getting none, he took mat-
ters into his own hands and said, “We are losing by six 
runs and the game is in the eighth inning. I guess he can 
be on our team and we'll try to put him up to bat in the 
ninth inning.” 

 
Shaya's father was ecstatic as Shaya smiled broadly. 

Shaya was told to put on a glove and go out to play short 
center field.  In the bottom of the eighth inning, Shaya's 
team scored a few runs but was still behind by three. In 
the bottom of the ninth inning, Shaya's team scored again 
and now with two outs and the bases loaded with the po-
tential winning run on base, Shaya was scheduled to be 
up. Would the team actually let Shaya bat at this juncture 
and give away their chance to win the game?  Suprisingly 

 
Continued on page 8 
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Check out www.wels.net, and proceed to the Com-
mission on Youth Discipleship web site.  There are 
more resources along with “streaming video.” 



Continued from page 7 
 
 
Shaya was given the bat.  Everyone knew that it was all 
but impossible because Shaya didn't even know how to 
hold the bat properly, let alone hit with it. However as 
Shaya stepped up to the plate, the pitcher moved a few 
steps to lob the ball in softly so Shaya should at least be 
able to make contact. 
 

The first pitch came in and Shaya swung clumsily and 
missed. One of Shaya's teammates came up to Shaya and 
together they held the bat and faced the pitcher waiting 
for the next pitch. The pitcher again took a few steps for-
ward to toss the ball softly toward Shaya. As the pitch 
came in, Shaya and his teammate swung at the bat and 
together they hit a slow ground ball to the pitcher. 

 
The pitcher picked up the soft grounder and could eas-

ily have thrown the ball to the first baseman. Shaya 
would have been out and that would have ended the 
game. Instead, the pitcher took the ball and threw it on a 
high arc to right field, far beyond reach of the first base-
man. 

 
Everyone started yelling, “Shaya, run to first. Run to 

first.” Never in his life had Shaya run to first. He scam-
pered down the baseline wide-eyed and startled. By the 
time he reached first base, the right fielder had the ball. 
He could have thrown the ball to the second baseman 
who would tag out Shaya, who was still running. But the 
right fielder understood what the pitcher's intentions 
were, so he threw the ball high and far over the third 
baseman's head. Everyone yelled, “Run to second, run to 
second.”  Shaya ran towards second base as the runners 
ahead of him deliriously circled the bases towards home. 
As Shaya reached second base, the opposing short stop 
ran to him, turned him in the direction of third base and 
shouted, “Run to third.” As Shaya rounded third, the boys 
from both teams ran behind him screaming, “Shaya run 
home.”   

 
Shaya ran home, stepped on home plate and all 18 

boys lifted him on their shoulders and made him the hero, 
as he had just hit a “grand slam” and won the game for 
his team. 

 
“That day,” said the father softly with tears now roll-

ing down his face, “those 18 boys reached their level of 
God's perfection” 

This is a True Story  
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“If you young fellows were wise, the devil couldn't do 
anything to you, but since you aren't wise, you need us 
who are old.” 

Martin Luther 
 

“All who call on God in true faith, earnestly from the 
heart, will certainly be heard, and will receive what they 
have asked and desired.” 

Martin Luther 
�

*
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The Santa Barbara High School District has made 

community service a part of the total school program by 
requiring each student to complete 60 service hours in 
their four year experience. 

 
The school district recognizes that community service 

can help young people develop a feeling of self worth and 
provide them an opportunity to make meaningful contact 
with adults and others in the community. Community 
service is defined by the school as an activity which bene-
fits others, for which the student is not otherwise given 
credit and from which no one person benefits monetarily. 
Most service for non-profit organizations would count. 
ALL service MUST be pre-approved prior to the start of 
the service and members of the Board of Education will 
work with you to achieve the necessary approval from 
your school. 

 
The following is a list of opportunities where you can 

use your God given talents to serve your Lord: 
Board of Trustees: 

Cleaning 
Mowing 
Parsonage fence removal 
Parsonage fence replacement 
Landscaping improvements 
Workdays 

Board of Elders: 
Outdoor set-up June 17th 

Board of Education: 
Input into Library database 
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Are you stressed out yet?  Of course I’m talking the 
end of the year, everything’s due, gotta get it done, much 
work little sleep, study groups, coffee and caffeine in any 
form you can get it, grade calculations, exhaustion and 
excitement, the final wall between you and summer!  And 
in this final lap of the school year it can be difficult to 
work hard and yet remain calm.  It can be easy to work 
hard and worry or throw up your hands and wave the 
white flag in surrender.  There is a third option.  You can 
work hard and leave the rest with God!  That’s what Peter 
tells us to do.  “Cast all your anxiety on him because he 
cares for you.” 

 
What’s that mean?  It means one of two things.  It 

could be that God is saying that you shouldn’t worry and 
be afraid because you have the Lord Almighty who is car-
ing for you.  And if he cares, then you work hard with the 
gifts that he gives and then trust him.  After all if he sent 
his Son to die for you, certainly he can help you with ex-
ams!  The other option, God might be telling us not to 
worry and be stressed out because God is the one who will 
worry for you.  That is that you should let him worry 
about the results.  He will take care of those things, you 
do your work, the work in front of you and let God take 
care of his work.  And that work is caring for you.  The 
verse could go either way and of course both agree with 
Scripture and are incredibly encouraging.  So stop, take a 
breath, take a moment to pray, hand over all your worries 
and fears to God and then with his blessing and with his 
peace hit the books! 

 
 “Cast (throw upon) all your anxiety (worry, care, con-

cern) on him (God the Almighty) because he (God) cares 
for you (put your name here!).”  1 Peter 5:7 

�¯�,�W���O�R�R�N�V���O�L�N�H���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�F�R�P�H���P�R�U�H���\�R�X�W�K���R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G���°�¯�,�W���O�R�R�N�V���O�L�N�H���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�F�R�P�H���P�R�U�H���\�R�X�W�K���R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G���°�¯�,�W���O�R�R�N�V���O�L�N�H���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�F�R�P�H���P�R�U�H���\�R�X�W�K���R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G���°�¯�,�W���O�R�R�N�V���O�L�N�H���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�F�R�P�H���P�R�U�H���\�R�X�W�K���R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G���°��������

& /

� /0�
 

Imagine the pressure that Roger Kornberg’s son might 
feel! Roger Kornberg a professor at Stanford, was just 
awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry. What an awesome 
achievement! But what makes this even better is that in 
1959 Roger (then only 12) went on a trip to Europe with 
his dad Arthur to pick up his dad’s Nobel Prize in Medi-
cine.   So here you have both father and son who have 
won the Nobel Prize and both of them professors at Stan-
ford! I don’t know if Roger has any children but can you 
imagine the pressure they might feel? 

 
Maybe you’re feeling some pressure. You’re the first 

one in your family to go to college and that’s pres-
sure. Everyone in your family has gone to college—more 
pressure. You’re looking ahead to the requirements for 
grad school or for industry—feel the pressure build-
ing? And don’t forget that test tomorrow, the lab work 
next week, that project at the end of the month!  

 
Isn’t it great that with God there is no pressure! Life 

isn’t a great big test that you have to pass. Your worth 
isn’t based on whether or not you are as successful as your 
parents nor does it have any connection to your 
GPA. There is no pressure because Jesus succeeded for 
us, he passed the tests, walked the walk that goodness re-
quires. No pressure because Jesus removed the sin and 
guilt that were against us. That’s why when Jesus rose 
from the dead, his first words to his disciples were not 
“better work hard” but the word “Peace.” Let that peace of 
Jesus put all the pressures of our lives into the proper per-
spective. 
 

“On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the disciples were together, with the doors 
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ After 
he said this, he showed them his hands and side. 
The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the 
Lord.”  

John 20:19-20 
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Transitions Class 

This is for Junior High to High School, High School to 
College and beyond.  Art Battson and Erle Pettus will 
lead these short, information classes on Sunday mornings.  
Please see the Board of Education report for more infor-
mation, or speak with Art or Erle. 

 
Sunday Mornings 

Every Sunday there are Christian Education classes for 
the adults.  Currently we are in a comparative study of 
Islam and Christianity.  The purpose is to better prepare 
ourselves to share the “reason for the hope we have” in 
Christ Jesus our Savior 

 
Wednesday Evenings 

The Class on the Apocalypse of Jesus Christ continues 
to meet every Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm.  Discus-
sions have been lively and informative.  What is even bet-
ter is, it is not too late to come.  Plan to come to learn 
more about our Savior’s promise to protect and preserve 
his church until his return in glory. 
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Handbell Choir      Monday        @  7:00 pm 
Bible Class       Wednesday   @  7:00 pm 
 
Church Council      June       5th @  7:30 pm 
Outreach meeting             None Scheduled 
Bd of Elders       June     19th @  7:00 pm 
Bd of Education      June     25th @  7:00 pm 
Bd of Trustees                  June     26th @  7:30 pm 
 

QUARTERLY  MEETING  July 15th  
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By Al Todd 

 
Over the years, the banister that is in the center of the 

church’s outdoor entry steps, had become loose and espe-
cially so in the past year.  The Building and Grounds com-
mittee including the Pastor and Head Elder Dave Vetter 
decided it was time to get it fixed.  The goal was to have it 
repaired or replaced so that the church was never without 
it on any Sunday.  As a result, on Sunday afternoon, April 
30, we got together and chiseled out the banister and the 
concrete support.  That would give us 6 days to get it back 
into place. 

 
Dennis Kittle, who is the son-in-law of Eileen Shamel, 

had previously volunteered to perform any welding needed 
to refurbish or replace the banister.  Since Dennis lives just 
a block from the church on Yaple Ave., we carried the 
banister to his garage where he happened to be working 
that afternoon.  At first we thought the banister would 
have to be replaced; however, Dennis was able to weld 
new supports on the existing banister using iron he had on 
hand and the banister was like new again.  Dennis finished 
his part in a couple of days and the Pastor was able to reset 
the banister very securely.  This was all done by the time 
of the Ladies Tea on Saturday. 

 
We thank all those who helped but especially Dennis 

Kittle for his fine work and his help on this project.  

Reporter’s Wanted! 
Book review? 

Personal Story of Faith? 
Event Reports? (Potluck, gathering, party, field trip?) 

 
· Half-page to Three pages 

· Reviewed for scriptural consistency and readability 
· by 25th of month to appear in next issue 

 
Hard-copy to Carl Schueler, or email to Carl Schueler 

(cfs_home@cox.net) & Pastor Proeber (Pastor@orlc.net) 
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On May 26th we began replacing the fence around the 

parsonage.  The demolition went smoothly.  This past 
week progress was slightly delayed pending the utility 
companies locating their underground lines.  Now that 
this segment is completed, work will begin this next 
week.  This will include digging post holes, setting posts 
in concrete, and preparing to secure fence panels. 

 
If you have time - during the week or on the coming 

weekend, please contact the property committee - Tom 
Pentecost, Al Todd, Jim Everson, or Pastor Proeber. 

 
Another major step was accomplished in the landscap-

ing of the front of the church.  In April, most of the new 
bed was complete with plantings.  In the next few weeks 
the drip system, valve, timer and mulch will be installed.  
So far, the “new look” has brought numerous compli-
ments, particularly from our neighbors.   
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By Art Battson 

 
On the outskirts of a small town, there was a big old 

pecan tree just inside the cemetery fence.  One day, two 
boys filled up a bucktful of nuts and sat down by the tree, 
out of sight, and began dividing the nuts.  “One for you, 
one for me,  One for you, one for me.” said one boy.  
Several dropped and rolled down toward the fence. 

 
Another boy came riding along the road on his bicy-

cle.  As he passed, he thought he heard voices from inside 
the cemetery.  He slowed down to investigate.  Sure 
enough, he heard, “One for you, one for me.  One for 
you, one for me.”  He just knew what it was.  He jumped 
back on his bike and rode off.  Just around the bend he 
met an old man with a cane, hobbling along.  “Come here 
quick,” said the boy, “you won’t believe what I heard.  
Satan and the Lord are down at the cemetery dividing up 
the souls.”  The man said, “Beat it kid, can’t you see its 
hard for me to walk”  When the boy insisted though, the 
man hobbled slowly to the cemetery.  Standing by the 
fence they heard, “One for you, one for me.  One for you, 
one for me.”  The old man whispered, “Boy, you’ve been 
telling me the truth.  Let’s see if we can see the Lord.”  
Shaking with fear, they peered through the fence, yet 
were still unable to see anything.  The old man and the 
boy gripped the wrought iron bars of the fence tighter and 
tighter as they tried to get a glimpse of the Lord. 

 
At last they heard, “One for you, one for me.  That’s 

all.  Now let’s go get those nuts by the fence and we’ll be 
done.”  They say the old man made it back to town a full 
5 minutes ahead of the kid on the bike. 
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On June 10th we will observe the Confirmation of the 

Church’s Youth.  This year, three students have com-
pleted their two year course of study and are ready to be 
received in Our Redeemer as communicant members. 

 
The confirmands are:   

Christina F., Brittany G., and Tiera S. 
 
As part of the Confirmation service on the 10th, they 

will read the essays they have prepared.  These are based 
on the principal parts of Christian Doctrine as contained in 
Luther’s Small Catechism.  The essays will be unique and 
personal because they will express each of the confir-
mand’s personal understanding of the 10 Commandments, 
the Apostles Creed, and the Sacraments of Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper. 

 
Continue to keep these three youths in your prayers.  

Encourage them to grow in the knowledge and fear of the 
Lord.  Also, remember to review your confirmation prom-
ise, and the teachings you learned in the past. 

 
Note:  The essays will appear in a future issue of the 

Reporter. 
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Outdoor Worship 
and  

Father’s Day Barbeque 
 

June 17th @ 10:30 am 
 

Friends, family members and neighbors are all 
invited.  Take this opportunity to share the 
message of love in Christ Jesus with those you 
know.  
It will be a blessed day.  The outdoor atmos-
phere is enjoyable.  The food is always deli-
cious.  The friendship is precious. 
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Below is a summary of our gifts for the Lord and the proposed budget we established for our ministry for 2007.  We re-
joice in the blessings and the opportunities our gracious God has given us.  We also remember the words of the hymn 
writer:  

 “We give you but your own, whate’er the gift may be.  All that we have is yours’ alone;  a trust, O Lord, from you.” 

General Fund Status 
 
Beginning Balance  May 1, 2007  $12,582 
 
Income 
 Offerings   $11,035 
 Interest               3 
 
 Net Income   $11,038 
 
Expenses    $10,887 
 
Ending Balance  May 31, 2007  $12,733 

Our Redeemer Income 
 
$16,000 
 
$14,000 
 
$12,000 
 
$10,000 
 
$  8,000 
 
      Jan   Feb   Mar   Apr   May   Jun   Jul   Aug 

Average Monthly Needed 
$13,5000 

Our Redeemer Expenses 
 
$16,000 
 
$14,000 
 
$12,000 
 
$10,000 
 
$  8,000 
 
      Jan   Feb   Mar   Apr   May   Jun   Jul   Aug 

Budgeted Expenses 

Actual Expenses 

What does it all mean?  
 

The Lord continues to bless 
each of us richly.  As a congre-
gation we rejoice in the many 
gifts he has placed into our care.  
As stewards, or caretakers of 
these gifts, the congregation has 
entrusted the Council and the 
Financial Committee to create a 
ministry plan and to carry it out. 

We are grateful that a realis-
tic and achievable ministry plan 
has been created.  We are also 
grateful that this plan is carefully 
maintained and carried out. 

What we always want to 
guard against is “sinful content-
ment.”  This is where we may be 
led to think our gifts to the Lord 
aren’t important, or needed be-
cause there is a positive balance 
in the checking account. 

Godliness and God-pleasing 
contentment will lead us to regu-
lar, generous, first fruit offerings 
given in love to the Lord on the 
first day of the week. 


