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Sometimes we don’t feel as if we are needed.  We might think we don’t have as many 
skills as someone else.  Possibly we’ve served in the past, but weren’t appreciated for what 
we had done.  Maybe we look at ourselves and wonder, “what could I really do?”  Every 
once in a while we may be tempted to think this way, but we can never allow these feelings 
to keep us from serving our Lord and his Church.  In his eyes, everyone is important.  Eve-
ryone is precious.  Everyone is part of the “body of Christ.”  Consequently, every one is 
needed in order for the “body” to carry out its work.  What is even more important to re-
member is, our Savior joyfully accepts our service given in love and through faith. 

So, the next time you may be tempted to say, “there’s nothing I can do,” think of this 
little poem.  Then, rejoice, because your Savior has chosen and equipped you to be his ser-
vant, and in his sight your work is precious. 

 
Ten church members all in a line, 

One dropped out, then there were nine. 
 

Nine church members working very late, 
One got tired, then there were eight. 

 
Eight church members on their way to heaven, 

One took a detour, then there were seven. 
 

Seven church members got into a fix, 
One lost the argument, then there were six. 

 
Six church members united in a drive, 
One moved away, then there were five. 

 
Five church members wished there were more, 
One became indifferent, then there were four. 

 
Four church members, cheerful as can be, 

One got discouraged, then there were three. 
 

Three church members, what could they do? 
One quit coming, then there were two. 

 
Two church members, not having any fun, 

One joined a club, then there was one. 
 

One church member, feeling rather blue, 
Invited his friend, then there were two. 

Continued on page 2 



Two church members each invited one more, 
Doubling their number, then there was four. 

 
Four church members just couldn't wait, 

Each brought another, then there were eight. 
 

Eight church members soon found eight more, 
In six more verses, they had one thousand twenty-four. 

 
 
For Further Consideration . . . 
 

1 Corinthians 12:12-20, 27-31; 13:1-3 
The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body.  

So it is with Christ,  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body - whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free - 
and we were all given the one Spirit to drink 

Now the body is not made up of one part but of many.  If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do 
not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.  And if the ear should say, 
“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.  
If the whole body were an eye where would the sense of hearing be?  If the whole body were an ear, where would 
the sense of smell be?  But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, everyone one of them just as he wanted 
them to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be?  As it is, there are many parts, but one body . . 
Now you are the body of Christ, each one of you is a part of it.  And in the church God has appointed first of all 
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to 
help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking different kinds of tongues.  Are all apostles  Are 
all prophets?  Are all teachers?  Do all work miracles?  Do all have gifts of healing?  Do all speak in tongues?  Do 
all interpret?  But eagerly desire the greater gifts.   

And now I will show you the most excellent way.  If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not 
love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all myster-
ies and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give all 
I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

 
Luther:  A Christian Lives in Christ and for Christ 

A Christian should know that he is not living for self, not for his own sake here on earth but that his life and 
being on earth belong to his Lord Christ.  Therefore his life should be directed to the honor and glory and service 
of Christ so that with St. Paul he may be able to say, not only with reference to the spiritual life of faith and the 
righteousness of grace but also with reference to the fruits of these which are observable in his conduct:  “I live, 
yet not I, but Christ lives in me”  (Galatians 2:20). 

 
Christian Worship 484 

Brothers, sisters, let us gladly give to God our all, our best 
Service hearty, thorough, honest, with a living love impressed 
All our duty, all our striving, all our time to him belong; 
Praise him, then, with true devotion; come before him with a song. 
 
By his mercy, by his bounty, by the gift of Christ, his Son, 
What great goodness he has shown us, what high marvels he has done! 
Let us to him promptly, freely, yield our bodies and souls, 
Thankful that his love protects us, that his wisdom all controls 
 
Gracious Lord, accept our service for the sake of Christ, your Son; 
Lo, our hope abides now only in the righteousness he won. 
Bless and save us; help and guide us; watch to comfort and restore 
Till in heav’n we rest rejoicing, praising you for evermore. 
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By Erle Pettus 
 
Saturday, February 17th Our Redeemer enjoyed a potluck supper following a gorgeous sunset. After supper, we 

viewed a movie dealing with the spiritual foundations of our country and the battles being fought over that heritage. The 
potluck dinner was a fine gathering with good company and excellent food. The occasion was topped by excellent des-
serts (as if we needed the temptations after the ample dinner) served in honor of the birthdays of Debbie Aitkins and Ray 
Coussa. 

From the dinner we moved to the Sanctuary to watch One Nation Under God, which examined the faiths of our coun-
try’s founding fathers. In view of the challenges to Christian influence that we face today, the history reviewed in the 
films is important for Christians to know. 

The focus of this movie was on the question of whether current battles over religion in the public square are an at-
tempt by the “religious right” to hijack a country that was founded on the principle of separation of church and state, or 
whether the founders intended for religion to be a prominent influence on the lives of citizens. 

The movie discussed the religious practices of the principal groups and individuals who were responsible for our 
founding and constitution, and demonstrated ably that they were generally men of real faith who never envisioned the 
present attempts to exclude religion from public participation. 

A second film, Church and State, was the focus of the Sunday Bible class the next day. This film (produced by Fox 
News and narrated by Brit Hume) began with a brief survey of the history surrounding the founding era, then jumped 
ahead to the post-World War II era. Since 1947 the U.S. Supreme Court has dramatically altered the traditional under- 

 
Continued on page 4 
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Continued from page 3 
 
standing of the relationship between church and state. Through a series of decisions the Court has determined when and 
where public prayer is allowed, where the Ten Commandments may be displayed, and if and where a Christmas crèche 
can be exhibited on public property. 

   While the Court decisions may not be reversed, Church 
and State did suggest the possibility. After a long string of 
victories by the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
and its allies, there has been a recent reversal of momentum 
as a result of two important changes. 
   First, beginning in the early 1990’s conservative lawyers 
changed their strategy to secure legal rights for religious 
expression. Instead of arguing about whether the govern-
ment was “establishing a [secular] religion,” they argued 
that religious groups were entitled to guarantees of free 
speech established in the First amendment. This forced the 
ACLU to argue for censorship and led to a series of victo-
ries for religious liberty. 
   The second change was a concerted effort (actually begun 
earlier under Reagan, but continuing today) to have conser-
vative jurists nominated and confirmed to the Supreme 

Court. This latter battle is perhaps the most critical for the future, and is very much a work in progress. 
Thanks to “Ayatollah” (aka. “Art”) Battson for bringing us the two movies to ponder. And thanks to the founding 

fathers for establishing freedom for all to worship as they please. While it is not our right to “enforce” Christian beliefs, 
it is our duty to explain the hope we have and our right to express our beliefs with allowance for the expression of other 
beliefs by those who disagree. May the Lord be praised! 
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By Elvira Rangel 
 

Our flag symbolizes the strength of our country and 
hope that freedom will continue to reign over it.  It has thir-
teen stripes, red and white, representing the original colo-
nies. President William Taft added stars for the 48 states in 
1912, and now our flag has 50 stars.  As you may recall, 
Betsy Ross developed the original design.  Artist Augustin 
Dumon painted the flag in 1876, exhibited in the Museum 
of Art in New York City, with the color blue representing 
justice and truth.   

 
The underground railroad allowed many Southern slaves 

to flee the south to Ohio—700,000 black Americans were 
freed by President Lincoln in 1862. Many fought in the 
Civil war, and many of them lost their lives in the Union 
army. In 1862, President Lincoln didn’t think they would 
make good soldiers. Although they had no homes to return 
to, they gave their very best and were good soldiers, wear-
ing with pride the army uniform and singing “Oh, Lord, oh 
Lord.”  May we praise the Lord for our freedoms won by 
our brave ancestors. 
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Called to Testify – The First Christian Witnesses  

Kenneth Kremer 
(Northwestern Publishing House, 94 pp., $10.99) 

 
By Alan Todd 
 

Did you ever wonder what happened to the people 
mentioned in the New Testament whose lives were 
changed because of a personal encounter with Jesus 
Christ?  For example, as a former member of the military, 
I can identify with the centurion who was in charge of the 
crucifixion detail on that first Good Friday.  I often won-
der what my thoughts and reactions would have been if I 
had been in charge of that detail in 33 A.D.  I know what 
it is like to both give and follow orders.  The person giv-
ing the orders expects them to be carried out to the letter 
and swiftly.  At the same time, the person following the 
orders must execute them faithfully.  As the old saying 
goes: “Yours is not to question why, but just to do or 
die”. 

Of course, I like to think that I would have had the 
courage to contravene the orders at Golgotha since just 
Jesus’ demeanor, even as he was hanging from the cross, 
would have been counter to everything I had experienced 
in a similar situation and would have called His guilt into 
question.  However, in truth I probably would have car-
ried out the orders as stated since that is the way I would 
have been trained.  In addition, the failure to carry out the 
orders would have meant the end of my military career.  
But what about the effect of that experience on the rest of 
my life?  What testimony would I have presented in later 
years, for example to my children or grandchildren, about 
my experience and what I really thought about what hap-
pened? 

Author (and editor of both Lutheran Parent magazine 
and of the popular God’s People series from Northwest-
ern Publishing House) Kenneth Kremer, explores these 
questions and many more in this imaginative and insight-
ful look at nine (9) early Christian witnesses.  That is not 
to say that these testimonies are related in a question and 
answer format similar to a cross examination in a court-
room.  Rather, they are written in narrative format as if 
these early Christian witnesses were talking to some ac-
quaintances in an informal way about the dramatic 
change in their lives after their encounter with Jesus. 

Who are these “witnesses”?  One of the shepherds in 
the field on the night of Christ’s birth; the bride at the 
wedding in Cana; the widow of Nain; the demon pos-
sessed Garasene; the Samaritan woman at the well; the 
adulteress woman; the cleansed leper; the thief on the 

cross; and the centurion at the execution.  I think you will 
find something to relate to in all these testimonies. 

These stories flesh out the character and thoughts of 
the witnesses and make the text even more compelling.  
At the same time, each of the stories remain faithful to the 
biblical accounts.  And if these testimonies were not the 
actual testimonies of the witnesses (after all there is much 
speculation in all such efforts), perhaps they should have 
been.  You will also find, as Kremer states, that the ex-
periences of these earlier Christian witnesses are not so 
different from your own.  To quote Kremer again: 
“Testimony is always shaped by a witness’ unique per-
spective.  Personal experiences, attitudes, culture, and be-
liefs all play a role.”  

We remember Peter’s admonition in his first epistle 
(chapter 3, verse 15): “But in your hearts set apart Christ 
as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to every-
one who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”  These 
early Christian witnesses are excellent guides for all of us 
as we too are called to testify. 

�45�
Personal testimony as an effective means of sharing 
one’s faith has been “shunned” to a certain degree, 
because it can easily become an appeal to be “just like 
me.”  The focus is always to be on Jesus, but my life 
can be a powerful tool to show people what God has 
done.  Think about it.  Then, as you have opportunity, 
give it a try! 
 
Personal Testimony from Scripture 
Psalm 66:16 – “Let me tell you what God has done  
                  for me.” 
John 9:25 – “One thing I do know.  I was blind but  
               now I see.” 
Mark 5:19 – “Go home to your family and tell them  
   how much the Lord has done for you.” 
1 Timothy 1:12-16 – Paul’s own personal testimony 
 
Personal Testimony in Practice 
It answers the questions, “Does it really work?” and  
 “Is it really true?” 
Christian personal testimony says -- 
   What I once was, now what I am! 

  How did this change take place? 
 How valuable this is to me - today & forever. 
 How what I have can be yours also. 



Speaking the Truth in Love to Muslims,  
Roland Cap Ehlke 

Northwestern Publishing House 
 
By Debbie Aitkins 
 

Speaking the Truth in Love to Muslims has been an 
eye opener. I gained a better understanding of how the 
religion of Islam came to be and the attitude, particularly 
among “orthodox” Muslims, towards non-Muslims. A 
better understanding, by no means implies a thorough 
understanding. The history of Islam is complicated with 
twists, turns and many historical ambiguities. As the au-
thor makes clear, his book is only a starting point, an 
“introduction.” Much more study would be required to 
fully explore the world of Islam. 

 
   The author’s intent is to 
offer the history and back-
ground he feels is neces-
sary to provide the founda-
tion from which to start a 
dialog with a Muslim. 
Given the “connections” 
between Islam and Christi-
anity, I agree that under-
standing the Islam religion 
and mindset is important 
for any Christian attempt-
ing to witness to a Muslim. 
Any understanding though, 
is complicated by the fact 
that there are many fac-

tions within Islam – many mindsets to understand. One 
reading of this book, at least for me, will not suffice to 
keep it all straight. 

 
In addition, as I read this book it was difficult to keep 

in mind its ultimate purpose (gaining the foundation 
needed for witnessing). Rather, I was constantly dis-
tracted by the many emotions which surfaced as I read, 
ranging from sadness to frustration that this religion man-
aged to take hold, survive and flourish as it has. Islam 
history begins with Muhammad, “the prophet”, born in 
Arabia in 570 AD. The Christian church had been extant 
for over five centuries and yet, Islam’s false teaching and 
distortion of scripture managed to take hold and deceive 
so many, including Christian churches.  

 
One reoccurring thought as I read, was the similarity 
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between the Jewish nation of Israel of the Old Testament 
and Christianity. Israel was chosen by God to follow his 
statutes and be his people. The Lord made his covenant 
with them. But, as Israel continually disobeyed the Lord, 
God allowed the nation of Israel to suffer a shaky history 
riddled with conquest by it’s enemies, followed by repen-
tance and a return to God’s favor, only to be followed by 
more disobedience and conquest.  

 
God has now made his covenant with Christ’s church, 

the “new” Israel. It is disturbing and sobering to realize 
that the original churches established by Paul and the other 
Apostles, as well as later churches such as Constantinople, 
in giving way to false teaching and lukewarm faithfulness, 
faded away and fell into “enemy” hands – for the most 
part, Muslim hands.  

 
It is clear from Scripture that Israel’s faithfulness was 

rewarded with God’s protection, and disobedience with 
God’s “punishment”. The same, it seems, is true for Chris-
tians. Further, if the early churches suffered the same con-
sequences as the nation of Israel, for their disobedience, 
can the United States be that far away from suffering the 
same fate? If we as a nation continue to give way to secu-
lar humanism, a blatant rejection of the very faith which 
granted us God’s favor over two hundred years ago, and 
just plain apathy, how can we hope to escape the Lord al-
lowing us to fall into the hands of our enemies?   

 
The author includes in his book, quotes from Muslim 

leaders which clearly indicate an Islamic goal to make 
North America an “Islamic civilization” and to “take the 
world”.  Far fetched? So we might wish, but is it merely 
wishful thinking by those who don’t see the slippery 
slope? The author points out:  

“ Islam is challenging Judaism as the second 
largest faith in the United States.”  
 
As history shows, a “Christian” nation falling into the 

hands of “Islam” is not without precedent. It seems Luther 
had similar concerns as in his writings he likened the 
Turks (Turkey became a Muslim nation after the fall of 
Constantinople in 1453) to a: 

“‘schoolmaster’. He has to discipline and teach 
us to fear God and to pray. Otherwise we will do 
what we have been doing – rot in sin and compla-
cency”. 
 
In the end, I found this book extremely useful on vari- 

(Continued on page 7) 
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ous levels. As a wake-up call to what is truly a threat, and 
as a learning tool to better the chances of witnessing to a 
Muslim about their Savior Jesus Christ. 

 
Introduction  
 
In the introduction, the author gives an extremely use-

ful overview of the chapters to come and their purpose. 
The book is broken up into three main sections: 
 

1. Muslim Background – Historical background infor-
mation on the Muslim religion – from the time of its 
founder, Muhammad 

2. Muslim Beliefs and Practices 
3. Comparison of Islam with Christianity 

 
The author approaches his subject with a Lutheran 

emphasis and includes quotes by Luther. The author is 
frank in saying that his own writings are not politically 
correct. Surely too, neither are Luther’s. The author is 
upfront and blunt when he tells us: 

“ Islam has had a tremendous impact on the 
world, but, spiritually, it is not a great religion. 
Claiming to build upon biblical truth, it denies the 
very center of that revelation – Jesus Christ as true 
God and true man, the Savior of the world. It does 
no one any good to gloss over the vast differences 
between Christianity and Islam. The point is not 
that Christians are better than Muslims – all peo-
ple are sinners in need of a Savior. Rather, the 
point is that Christianity offers a Savior, while Is-
lam merely offers more rules by which people must 
try to save themselves.” 

 
Also, Luther didn’t pull any punches when he ex-

plained his reasons for translating into German a critique 
of the Qur’an so that,  

“This way we Germans will know what an 
abominable religion Muhammad’s belief is, and 
we will be strengthened in our Christian faith.” 
 
During the time of Luther (30 years after the fall of 

Constantinople), Turkey continued to make inroads into 
other nations, including Europe. This was of great con-
cern to Luther and was reflected in his writings and 
hymns. The author notes that “Luther’s Reformation 
hymn ‘Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word’ was origi-
nally entitled ‘A Children’s hymn, to be sung against the 
two archenemies of Christ and His holy Church, The 
Pope and the Turk.”. The original German words “put a 
stop to the murder by the pope and Turk” have been re-

(Continued from page 6) placed in the second line of the hymn by “Curb those who 
fain by craft and sword.”  

 
History  
 
From a historic standpoint, Islam began with Muham-

mad who, after a “revelation from God”  began to teach a 
message of monotheism: Allah, the one true God. Follow-
ing Muhammad’s death, subsequent Islamic leaders 
branched into various sects. These various leaders dis-
agreed with other would-be leaders, fought, and often 
times met with violent ends.  

 
One such leader, Ali and his son Husain, had a signifi-

cant effect on Islam. The followers of these two men be-
came the Shiite sect of Islam. It is their claim that Husain, 
when he died in battle, became the “savior who died for 
the sins of the people.” The detailed differences between 
Shiite, Sunnis (the majority of Muslims) and various other 
sects and divisions are discussed at length by the author.  

 
All in all, the author spends considerable time provid-

ing an extensive outline of Islamic world history which is 
useful in its own right. 

 
Beliefs and Practices 
 
Despite the divisions, all Islamic sects believe in Allah 

and look to Muhammad as the greatest of the prophets. 
 
During the time of Muhammad, his teachings were 

written in what would become the Qur’an. The Qur’an 
contains “extensive narrative material consisting of stories 
or accounts” and is viewed as “taking up where the Bible 
left off.” 
 
The author lists five basic beliefs of Islam: 
 

1. Belief in Allah as the one true God 
2. Belief in the Last Day: final judgment, heaven and 

hell 
3. Belief in angels: Gabriel, Michael, Satan and Jinn 
4. Belief in the scripture: the Qur’an and Bible 
5. Belief in the prophets: Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, 

Jesus, Muhammad 
 
The author also lists five basic religious practices which 
the Muslim life centers around. 
 

1. The Creed : “There is no God but Allah, and Muham-
mad is his prophet.” 

 
(Continued on page 8) 
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2. Ritual Prayer: five times daily, with strict rules as to 
how to pray 

3. Almsgiving 
4. Fasting during the month of Ramadan 
5. Pilgrimage, once in a lifetime, to Mecca 

 
The author points out that a 6th practice for some Mus-

lims, is that of Jihad –  “holy struggle to preserve Islam 
against non-Muslim beliefs.” Some Muslims consider 
Jihad a literal struggle (to the extent of military action), 
others see it as a spiritual struggle. “The wording of the 
Qur’an … favors an emphasis on the literal understand-
ing.” It seems that this belief wasn’t always so, but 
evolved as Muhammad grew in power.  

 
“At first, as leader of a minority in Mecca, he advo-

cated no retaliation but urged mutual acceptance… After 
moving to Medina, he permitted defensive fighting 
(‘Fight in the way of Allah against those who fight 
against you, but begin not hostilities, Lo! Allah loveth 
not aggressors’ Sura 2:190). The final directives are 
dated from after Muhammad returned to Mecca in 630” 
at which time all unbelievers were considered enemies 
and were destroyed, or forced to convert, as Islam spread 
and Muhammad conquered more territory. It is this ag-
gressive Jihad that we see today in radical Islam.  

 
Islam vs. Christianity 
 
The Qur’an itself borrows much from the Bible, “The 

bulk, some 75% , of the Qur’an’s subject matter comes 
from Jewish and Christian sources.” Albeit the borrowed 
bits are for the most part, distorted and inaccurate. Seeing 
as there were no Arabic translations of the Old or New 
Testaments at the time of Muhammad, any knowledge of 
these writings had to come from word of mouth.   

 
The author states: “Although the Bible is considered a 

holy book, Muslims spend a great deal of time attacking 
it.” Muslims claim, “the present forms of the biblical 
books are corrupted”, either due to translation or interpre-
tation. “Only the Qur’an is perfect, and where the previ-
ous revelations differ from it, they are in error.” Although 
Muslims revere Christ they deny his deity and consider 
him “only a messenger of Allah” who did not die on the 
cross but was “ascended into heaven without ever dying”.  

 
The author points out the irony that despite the denial 

of Jesus as God, the Qur’an seems to honor ‘Jesus more 
than Muhammad himself. Although the Qur’an denies the 
crucifixion of Jesus, it accords him the honor of not hav-
ing experienced the corruption of death. Nowhere does 

(Continued from page 7) the Qur’an mention sin in connection with Jesus, but Mu-
hammad is urged, ‘Ask forgiveness of thy sin’. Jesus is 
mentioned in the Qur’an 97 times, and Muhammad is 
mentioned 25 times. And while miracles are attributed to 
Jesus, beginning with his virgin birth, that is not the case 
for Muhammad.” 

 
Although it is claimed today by Muslims that the 

Qur’an has been passed down exactly as written by Mu-
hammad, historical evidence does not support their claim 
as changes, deletions, and additions can be traced through-
out Islam’s history. Further, Ehlke notes that the teachings 
of Muhammad themselves, as represented in the Qur’an, 
clearly show changes as events changed within the life of 
the prophet. The change in the understanding of Jihad as 
discussed above is an example.   

 
Ehlke provides numerous comparisons between what 

the Qur’an claims vs. what is clear from the Word of God. 
He also covers some supposed conflicts Muslims claim 
exist in the Bible. But, in the end, the bottom line in terms 
of the difference between Islam and Christianity is:   

“ Instead of Christ, the Qur’an offers a system of 
salvation by works. Judgment day is depicted as 
having scales on which people’s good and bad 
works will be weighed against one another.” 
 
Witnessing to Muslims 
 
Ehlke concludes with lists of “dos and don’ts” when 

talking to Muslims. For me, the most important are: “Do 
respect Muslims as people for whom Jesus died,” and, 
“Don’t attack Islam, Muhammad, or the Qur’an.” Al-
though it is easy to attack based on the evidence and all 
we know as Christians, it is clear that such an approach 
when witnessing, would be counter productive (if not dan-
gerous). 

 
Finally, the book contains some Study and Discussion 

questions. I must admit that after only one reading of this 
book, I could not do justice to these questions. They did 
lead me to take a second look and in doing so, I realize 
even more so, how extensive is the material contained in 
this book. 

 
Whether or not you ever have the opportunity to wit-

ness to a Muslim about your faith, this book provides an 
important education concerning a subject that is timely, 
and in fact crucial for us all to understand, in an age when 
Islam, it would seem, is on the move again. 
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  We rejoice in the many blessings given the mem-
bers of our family of faith. May the Lord continue 
to bless them richly.  Also, as the Church Direc-

tory gets update, please include your birthdays.  If you are modest about your “age,” 
then just provide the month and date.  Thanks! 
 
 3rd —Hugh H.  12th —Zachary W 
 7th —Irene E.              31st —Mike T. 
 9th —Frank F. 
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By Carl Schueler 
 

Thanks to Debbie Aitkins, Erle Pettus, Elvira Rangel, 
and Alan Todd for articles in this month’s newsletter.   
The Reporter benefits from a variety of writing styles and 
perspectives, and we hope that the March issue represents 
a continuing trend with articles by volunteer “reporters.” 

 
Please consider the Reporter to be a continuing oppor-

tunity to provide your insights into various ORLC events 
in which you participated, a book you read, Bible study 
that was beneficial, Fellowship you enjoyed, or a planned 
event that needs advertising. 

 
The open invitation to provide material for future is-

sues has resulted in a fine response. We pray that mem-
bers will continue to think about possible articles.  If you 
have an idea, and you are not sure whether to act on it, 
please don’t hesitate to speak to Pastor Proeber or Carl 
Schueler for advice.  Thanks! 

 
Reporter’s Wanted! 

 
Book review? 

Interesting article? 
Personal Story of Faith? 

Event Reports?  
(Potluck, gathering, party, field trip?) 

Poem or good story 
 

Half-page to Two pages 
Reviewed for scriptural consistency and readability 

Due by 25th of month 
 

Hard-copy to Carl Schueler, or  
email to Carl Schueler (cfs_home@cox.net), or 

Pastor Proeber (pastor@orlcsb.net) 
 

A rewarding way to serve! 
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On February 21st we began our mid-week Lenten 
worship services.  The theme of the services has 
given us the opportunity to “Look to the Cross.”   
 
There we have seen our Savior’s Cross as . . . 
 A Place of Commitment  February 21 
 A Place of Fulfillment  February 28 
 
In the Coming weeks we will see that Cross as 
 A Place of Refuge  March  7 
 A Place of Compassion  March 14 
 A Place of Sacrifice  March 21 
 A Place of Punishment  March 28 
 

Each of the services will begin at 7:00 pm 
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Handbell Choir      Monday         @ 7:00 pm 
Youth Instruction        Monday         @ 3:15 pm 
Bible Class       Wednesday    @ 7:00 pm 
Adult Choir               Thursday       @ 7:00 pm 
 
Church Council      March  6th  @ 7:30 pm 
Outreach meeting       March 10th @ 9:30 am 
Bd of Education      March 13th @ 7:00 pm 
Bd of Elders       March 20th @ 7:00 pm 
Bd of Trustees      March 27th @ 7:30 pm 
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It is not too early to start thinking about this precious 
time of year. This is a great opportunity to invite others to 
come and hear what their Savior did for them in love. 

 
Our journey with Jesus will start on Palm Sunday, 

April 1st, focusing on his triumphant arrival in Jerusalem.   
We will be able to join with the crowds who cried, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David!  Hosanna in the highest!” 

 
The second stop will be the upper room on Maundy 

Thursday evening, April 5th.  Here we see our Savior’s 
love for his disciples, as well as his love for his Church of 
all times.  Here we will receive the assurance of the for-
giveness of our sins in his body and his blood. 

 
The third stop will be one of sadness as we make the 

trip up Golgotha.  On Good Friday, April 6th, we will 
come to understand God’s justice and his love in the cru-
cifixion of Jesus Christ.  Although it is solemn service, 
there is great joy, because Jesus went to the cross as our 
Substitute to secure our forgiveness. 

 
Easter Sunday fills us with joy as we consider what is 

ours through Jesus’ resurrection.  In two separate services 
we will see and hear what is ours because Jesus lives.  
The first service on Easter Sunday, April 8th, is the sun-
rise service at Tucker’s Grove Park.  The second festival 
service is at 9:30 am back at the church. 

 
What a blessing it is to be able to have this precious 

message!  What a blessing it is to be able to share this 
message with those we know. 
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Palm Sunday  9:30 am  April 1st 
Maundy Thursday 7:00 pm April 5th 

with the Lord’s Supper 
 
Good Friday  7:00 pm April 6th 
 
Easter Sunrise  6:30 am  April 8th 

at Tucker’s Gove Park 
 
Festival Worship 9:30 am  April 8th 

at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
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It’s time to look for your shamrocks, kilts, corned 
beef, cabbage, and anything green. Everything is ready to 
go for our St. Patrick’s Day Progressive Dinner. 

 
The evening will start at the Proeber’s with appetizers 

and salads at 5:00 pm.  The second stop on our gourmet 
journey will be the Schueler’s.  Here we will savor the 
main meal at 6:15 pm.  The final stop will be the Todd’s 
home at 8:00 pm.  As the evening winds down, we will 
indulge in desserts and other treats. 

 
Remember, keep the day open -- March 17th!  Friends  

and guests are always welcome.  Please RSVP with either 
the Proeber’s or the Schuelers as soon as possible.   
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In January we began an outreach to the residents at 

Wood Glen Hall.  The first service drew 7 worshipers.  
The second service, held in February, saw the Lord’s 
hand at work.  From the first seven, the group blossomed 
to 18 plus two members from Our Redeemer.  What is 
even more exciting, is following the service the people 
were talking to others about this worship opportunity.  All 
thanks and praise go to the Lord! 

Because of the increased interest among the residents, 
there will be two services from March through June.  Fol-
lowing this time, the schedule will be evaluated, and pos-
sible changes made. 

For now, God’s Word is accomplishing what it is sent 
to do.  As the services continue, keep this outreach oppor-
tunity - and the people it touches - in your prayers. 


