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“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world 
gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 

John 14:28 
 
As Jesus approached the twilight of his earthly ministry, he could only think about 

his disciples.  How would they respond to his capture and crucifixion?  How would they 
deal with his death and resurrection?  How would they view his return to heaven?  He 
knew they would be afraid.  He knew these fears would be compounded by uncertainty 
and doubt.  He also knew there would be only one gift that would support his disciples in 
these difficult and challenging times.  So he gave them the assurance of peace.  Why 
peace?  How would this help them?  Even more critical, how does Jesus’ gift of peace 
help me? 

 
It is hard not to forget Jesus’ words to his disciples on Easter Sunday evening.  These 

were repeated one week later.  “Peace be with you!”  They were precious, comforting 
words, and they certainly addressed a specific need.  The uniqueness of Jesus’ gift of 
peace can be seen in the way it erased the disciples’ fears.  It can also be seen in the way 
it was shared throughout the history of the early church.  Christians typically greeted 
each other with the words:  “Peace be with you!”  It even became the standard greeting 
as Paul wrote to the Christians throughout the Mediterranean world. 

 
Life in Jesus is all about peace.  Not the peace which this world offers, and which is 

so easily shattered by violence.  Rather it is the peace that comes from knowing God and 
I are no longer enemies.  It is the peace that comes from experiencing the burden of my 
guilt being removed.   It is the peace that comes from realizing the Holy Spirit guards 
and guides my life.  It is the peace that comes from believing through death I will be 
with the Lord in heaven.  This, finally, is the peace of God which surpasses all under-
standing, and the peace which guards my heart and life through faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
This is the one thing I desperately need for this life, and the world can not provide it.  

The reason the world can not offer it is everything in this world can be lost.  What is 
more, everything this world offers is meaningless in death.  The peace that guards my 
heart and mind through faith, namely the peace Jesus alone gives, not only endures 
throughout this life, it also accompanies me in death.  It, finally, leads me to life in  

 
Continued on page  9 



By Erle Pettus 
 
(3rd in a series on the movie One Nation Under God) 
 

In the previous article on the movie One Nation Under 
God, we saw how the strong religious convictions of 
America’s first settlers brought them to use the frame-
work of a covenant for the early state constitutions.  

 
Clearly, religious belief was central to life in the early 

colonies. That does not, however, prove that its influence 
continued up to the founding of the country. It has been 
argued that while our first settlers were personally reli-
gious, yet everything had changed by 1776 (150 years 
later) owing to the influence of the enlightenment.  

This line of argument would claim that the leaders of 
the colonies at the end of the French and Indian war were 
much less concerned about God than are the members of 
the religious right today. But is that true?  

 
To answer this claim, we need to look at the writings 

of that era and the personal background of the Continental 
Congress at Philadelphia. If we look at the pamphlets cir-
culated then, we find that over 80% were reprints of ser-
mons! This was an era in which people were serious 
about the study of God’s Word.  

 
Examining the writings of that era generally, the Bible 

was the source most often quoted, frequently to justify 
arguments. The reason is simple: knowledge of the Bible 
was sufficiently universal that it provided a foundation for 
all discussions and was instrumental in forming the 
world-view of all of the delegates at the convention, even 
those who were least religious.  

 
Thus, even the intellectuals of the era who might doubt 

the accounts of miracles in the Bible accepted implicitly 
the notion of a divine judge, and of a fallen human race. 
No where is this clearer than in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence itself, which declares  
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We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 

are endowed by their creator with certain inalienable 
rights, and among these are the right to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness…. 

 
This famous phrase accepts a natural order ordained 

by God. Moreover, the passage indicates that although 
temporal rulers may deny those rights, the rights remain 
with the individual and any government that denies the 
rights is no longer legitimate. What is important for our 
understanding of the church and state debate is what the 
framers understood: Without that appeal to God, there 
was no legitimacy in the claims that the colonies were 
making against the crown.  

To mitigate the impact of this, the argument is some-
times made that Jefferson was not referring to the God of 
Divine revelation but rather to the “god” that we can infer 
from an observation of the world—that is, merely a “god” 
of philosophy.  

 
This argument is much weaker, however, than its pro-

ponents want to admit, as they in effect have conceded the 
truth of Paul’s observation that  

 
“…since what may be known about God is plain to 

them, because God has made it plain to them. For 
since the creation of the world God’s invisible quali-
ties—his eternal power and divine nature—have been 
clearly seen, being understood from what has been 
made, so that men are without excuse.” [Romans 1:19-
20 NIV]  

 
In short, although the founders did not all accept every 

detail of Christian doctrine, they accepted a God-created 
world where the morality itself was God-breathed. More-
over, as we will discuss in a future article, this view of the 
natural order guided their planning for the structure of 
government itself. This is a far cry from the message that  

(Continued on page 3) 
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We rejoice in the many blessings given the members of our family of faith. May 
the Lord continue to bless them richly with everything they need, and with the 
strength and faith to be a blessing to others. 

 
  9th - Caroline R. 
21st - Kelsey G. 
23rd - Wilma H. 
27th - Josh S. 
29th - Dale K. 
       - Tom W. 

 
the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) and their 
followers want people to hear.  
 

This segment of One Nation Under God demonstrated 
that in spite of the inroads of the enlightenment, religion 
formed the foundation of government during the revolu-
tionary period. Our founders read the Bible, based politi-
cal arguments on it, and relied on the notion of a Divine 
order to justify the separation from England.  

 
Were there elements of this that were not purely or-

thodox Christianity? To be sure, the Declaration does not 
quote scripture and it does make arguments that go out-
side the Bible. To claim, however, that men who prayed 
(and conducted Bible studies) in the Continental Con-
gress intended to exclude religion from the public life (as 
envisioned by the ACLU) is not plausible.  

 
The lack of tolerance for religion in general that is 

seen in many articles today is a reflection of an attempt 
to create a belief system that will impose itself on the 
country.  

 
The irony that a constitution that enshrined tolerance 

by forbidding the establishment of a national religion can 
be used to establish a national non-religious belief is one 
that would have astonished and saddened our founders. 

 
Next month we will discuss the claim that the framers 

of the Constitution were Deists who intentionally created 
a “godless” document because they wanted to keep relig-
ion out of official public life. ��

��

(Continued from page 2) 
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By Alan Todd 

 
Saturday, March 31st, the Building & Grounds commit-

tee of the Board of Trustees sponsored a Work Day in 
preparation for Holy Week.  

 
Six volunteers took advantage of this service opportu-

nity from 9-11:45AM. The usual periodic cleaning tasks 
were accomplished: window & screen cleaning, cobweb 
removal, vacuuming, & weeding. In addition, a pile of left 
over brick pieces from last year’s patio-paving project was 
finally taken to the dump.   

 
While we accomplished the primary tasks, we had to 

forgo others (shed clean out, some weeding, etc.) that re-
quired more member participation. The Trustees believe 
that keeping our buildings and property in good shape is a 
matter of good stewardship. Also, we can’t forget that the 
condition of our church property is often the first impres-
sion that visitors have of our congregation.   

 
Of course, three members of the Board of Trustees and 

the Pastor cannot adequately maintain the property.  We 
rely on you—members of our congregation, to pitch in and 
assist when needed.  A big thank you to the members who 
did show up to help out.  

 
By the way, if you can’t make it on the scheduled Work 

Day but are available to help out at other times, please con-
tact any member of the Board of Trustees to check out 
what tasks need to be done. 

 
In other news, the Board of Trustees continues to work 

on expanding our existing big shed with the goal of provid-
ing more storage space while eliminating the small shed 
that has deteriorated significantly over the years. Plans are 
being drawn up, and after we obtain the necessary permits, 
building can begin. Please let us know if you can help. 
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By Sonja Todd 
 

It was a beautiful day for a drive the morning of Satur-
day, April 21. I left the house at 6:25AM and picked up 
Pam Schueler, then on to Carpinteria to pick up Wilma 
Heidenrich, and finally to Ventura to pick up Janet Beilke. 
The Pacific Ocean looked like a lake—very majestic. We 
were on our way to Zion in Torrance for the LWMS 
Golden West Circuit Spring Rally. 

 
We arrived in Torrance a little after 8:30AM and en-

joyed a continental breakfast prepared by the Ladies of the 
Zion Congregation. We caught up with Ruth Schaller, the 
guest speaker, before the rally started and had a chance to 
find out how she is doing. Maybe some of you recall that 
Pastor Schaller was our interim Pastor for a while prior to 
Pastor Proeber’s installation in September, 2000. 

 
Pastor Bostedt (Zion) opened with a devotion and 

morning matins using one of our Synod’s newly proposed 
alternative orders of service. I liked it. Martha Sherod 
(V.P. of Golden West Circuit) followed with a welcome 
and announcements.  We then had a Bible study led by 
Pastor Pfeifer entitled “Feed My Lambs” based on John 
21:15.  We also sang “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb.” 

 
Mid-morning was Game Time! Sophie Korte usually 

comes up with a fun game and the winners go home with 
really nice gifts. This time we played “LWMS Wheel of 
Fortune Without the Wheel.” The winning team went 
home with folding canvas chairs.  The rest of us did not go 
home empty-handed, as we all got a packet of potpourri. 

 
Our business meeting was from 11AM–Noon.  Then 

lunch prepared by the ladies of Zion. They came up with 
some very unique salads and, of course, desserts. 

 
After lunch, Ruth took the floor. She spoke about 

“Mission to the Children.” The purpose of Mission to the 
Children is to bring the Gospel to children and their fami-
lies in northwestern Sonora, Mexico, and to help them 
meet their basic physical needs.  They provide Bible les-
sons for over 1,000 little children from thirteen towns and 
villages.   

 
Mothers in the villages volunteer as teachers.  Children 

are baptized upon request of the parents.  Ruth travels once 
a month to Saric / Cerro Prieto, Mexico, along with other 
volunteers to help the missionary by teaching Bible lessons 
to the children and their parents.   

�22-�!��"�8�
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Ruth went back to Tucson, AZ, headquarters for Mis-
sion to the Children, with a check of over $500 which 
was collected at the Spring Rally.  If you would like to 
know more about this group and how to support it, visit:  

www.missiontothechildren.org. 
 
The closing devotion was led by Pastor Pufahl (St. 

Paul’s-North Hollywood). Then we headed back to Santa 
Barbara at 2:40PM and arrived home, after a stop at 
Starbucks in Torrance, around 5PM. 

 
It was another enjoyable and edifying rally, and we 

thank God for providing this opportunity to serve. 

 
Upcoming LWMS events 

 
44th Annual Convention  

June 21-24, 2007 in Detroit, Michigan. 
 

Golden West Fall Rally  
October 6, 2007  

St. Paul’s First, North Hollywood 
 

2008 Spring Rally 
Date to be announced 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

 
45th Annual Convention  
June 2008 in Tucson, AZ 
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On April 8th the members of Our Redeemer, 
together with friends and visitors, gathered in 
Tucker’s Grove Park to celebrate the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

It is always a special service.  There were the 
joyous songs of praise, the Scripture lessons that 
proclaimed the resurrection, and an uplifting song 
by the choir.  The morning was made complete 
with juice, snacks, and some good hot coffee. 

Those who were present relished the early 
morning experience, and eagerly looked forward 
to the next opportunity to meet outside.  Even 
more important, there was the joy in knowing Je-
sus Christ rose from the dead. 

Next year, plan on making the trip to Tucker’s 
Grove, and enjoy the brightness of the “Son” that 
shatters the darkness of sin and death. 

For the trumpet will sound, the dead 
will be raised imperishable, and we will 
be changed.  For the perishable must 
clothe itself with the imperishable, and 
the mortal with immortality.  When the 
perish has been clothed with imperish-
able, and the mortal with immortality, 
then the saying that is written will come 
true:  “Death has been swallowed up in 
victory.” 

“Where, O death is your victory?” 
“Where, O death is your sting?” 

 
1 Corinthians 15:52-55 

Easter Sunday concluded with the Festival 
Service back at the church.  The chiming of 
handbells, the mixed voices of the choir, and 
the swelling sound of the congregation sing-
ing, “I Know that My Redeemer Lives,”  all 
of these added to the memorable nature of the 
service. 

After the service members and guests en-
joyed a wonderful breakfast prepared by the 
ladies.  Truly, it was a day filled with bless-
ings. 

Today, the celebration of Easter is past.  
Still, the blessings of that day continue to be 
with us, and help us every day. 
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More Prepared to Answer – Telling the Greatest Story 

Ever Told, by Mark A. Paustian 
(Northwestern Publishing House, 254 pp., $14.99) 

Reviewed by Alan Todd 
 

In my review of the first volume of Prepared to An-
swer - Telling the Greatest Story Ever Told (April 2007 
Reporter), I pointed out Pastor Paustian’s unique ap-
proach to evangelism.   

 
This approach centers around witnessing to people 

using Jesus’s parables—a relatively non-threatening way 
to introduce people to the Savior and the importance of 
believing in Him for our eternal salvation.  People love 
stories and will generally listen to you when you are tell-
ing one (e.g. “Jesus talked about that in his story about 
(the prodigal son, the sower and the seed, etc.”). 

 
That said, many of the objections that Pastor Paustian 

addresses in his books also use reason and evidence 
similar to what might be used in a secular debate format.   

 
For example, to the objection: “Isn’t Religion dis-

credited by science?,”  Paustian uses excerpts from secu-
lar sources such as nuclear physicist Thomas Kuhn’s 
“The Structure of Scientific Revolutions” and Albert 
Einstein (“The universe is not merely more complicated 
than we can understand.  Its more complicated than we 
can imagine.”) as well as Jesus’s story about the lilies of 
the field to bolster his case for a universe created and 
sustained by God. 

 
Here are just a few of the many objections that this 

second book includes: “Where was God when I needed 

him?”; “You’re saying that God is a man?; “Don’t you 
condemn homosexuals”; “Christianity is so anti-woman”; 
and “I don’t care for organized Religion”.   

 
A concluding chapter entitled “What is God up to in the 

world?” is particularly moving with parts of Paustian’s 
writing bordering on the poetic.  This section addresses the 
feeling of many people who are upset that God is not doing 
the sorts of things we humans think he should be doing. 

 
Northwestern Publishing House now offers both of Pas-

tor Paustian’s books (Prepared to Answer and More Pre-
pared to Answer) for just $23.98.   

 
This amounts to a 20% discount compared to buying 

both books separately.  You will want to keep both of these 
volumes in your personal library to refer to whenever you 
need help with any of the objections that non-believers 
may bring to your attention. 

 
(Editor’s note: it took me just five minutes to locate 

and order the 2 book-set from the Northwestern Publishing 
web-site starting from our own ORLC web-page [http://
orlcsb.net/] link to the main WELS web site. Books arrived 
within several days, with a $2.64 shipping charge added.) 
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There is a great wealth of information available 
through our Synod’s website.  Simply go to [www. 
wels.net/].  You can either type in the jumpword - 
“Evangelism,” or you can click on Ministry, then 
Parish Services, and finally, Evangelism. 

Once you are at the Evangelism website, look for 
heading: “Personal Evangelism Tools.” 

 
Another good book to read is written by Profes-

sor em. David Valleskey, “We Believe - Therefore 
We Speak.”  The book is the result of the course he 
taught at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary on the the-
ology and practice of evangelism.  It also contains a 
large number of evangelism resources. 
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By Carl Schueler 
 

“No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except 
by the Holy Spirit.”  

1 Corinthians 12:3 NIV 

 
The photo shows my favorite belt buckle, purchased 

about ten years ago at a shop in Solvang. The shop sold 
buckles of all styles—motorcycle and classic-car buckles 
(e.g., “Chevy” & “Ford”)—as well as mine featuring 
“Jesus is Lord” below a “fish” symbol inscribed with the 
Greek letters ����� , pronounced “Ichthys.”  

 
I didn’t examine the fish closely, nor could I interpret 

the Greek when asked by a colleague at work what the 
letters �����  mean. �����  is Greek for “fish.” Indeed, 
an “ichthyologist” is a specialist in the study of fish.  

 
The Wikipedia web-encyclopedia (http://

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ichthys) further notes that �����  
is a Greek acronym! (“Acronym:” spelled with letters, 
each the first letter of another word. ) 

 
�����  is composed of the first letters of the following 

five Greek words (English in parentheses): � ��� u	   
� 
���
	  (Jesus Christ) � �� u � i 
	  (God’s Son) � ���
  
(Savior). So �����  presumably is a Greek acronym for: 
“Jesus Christ, God’s Son, Savior.” Or even more simply 
put: “Jesus is Lord!” 

 
While Wikipedia is not guaranteed for accuracy and 

this interpretation of �����  is disputed by some, we’ve 
all seen the fish symbol on automobiles advertising that 
the owner is Christian.  
 

We’ve also surely seen the Darwinian parody (http://

�	�����(�8����������������/��<��������!�����
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parodies_of_the_ichthys_symbol): 
a fish with legs symbolizing evolution, created about 25 
years ago in Southern California (and still selling briskly, 
judging by the number I see on vehicles around town).  

 
The Darwin fish may 

seem objectionable, but that 
it is used to parody Biblical 
creationism lends further cre-
dence to the interpretation of 
�����  described here. 

 
While some may dispute the interpretation of �����  

as a Greek acronym for “Jesus is Lord,” the fish symbol 
on my belt buckle is consistent with Christ’s invitation to 
Andrew and Simon:  

 
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you 

fishers of men.”  Mark 1:17 NIV 
 
So I wear my buckle proclaiming “Jesus is Lord.” A 

statement one can honestly make only with the gift of be-
lief via the miraculous work of the Holy Spirit.  

 
Do I yet need assurance of this truth?  
 
Yes, and daily, as always “sin is crouching” (Genesis 

4:7) at my door. 

 

 
“It remains forever and cer-

tainly true that Christ, God’s 
Son and true God, was cruci-
fied for us, shed His blood on 
the cross, died, and rose again 
from the dead. For though suf-
fering, dying, rising are attrib-
utes of the human nature 
alone, yet since Christ is the Son both of God and 
of Mary in one indivisible Person with two distinct 
natures, we correctly say of the entire Person:  God 
is crucified for us, God shed His blood for us, God 
died for us and rose from the dead, not God apart 
from manhood but the God who has united himself 
into one Person with human nature.” 

 
Martin Luther on Jesus’ Death 

“What Luther Says” 
Volume 1, Page 193 

 



“Let us not give up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but let us en-
courage one another–and all the more as you 
see the Day approaching.”  

Hebrews. 10:25 NIV  
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Reporter’s Wanted! 
Book review? 

Personal Story of Faith? 
Event Reports? (Potluck, gathering, party, field trip?) 

 
· Half-page to Three pages 

· Reviewed for scriptural consistency and readability 
· by 25th of month to appear in next issue 

 
Hard-copy to Carl Schueler, or email to Carl Schueler 

(cfs_home@cox.net) & Pastor Proeber (Pastor@orlc.net) 

Through the course of 2007 there are a number of ac-
tivities planned that will give us the opportunity to invite 
our friends, neighbors and relatives to come and learn 
more about our faith in Jesus Christ.  Some of the informa-
tion is still tentative, but the dates are set.  So keep them 
open, and keep others informed. 
 

Sunday Bible Class 
“Islam and Christianity Compared” 

This special series of four classes will begin May 27th, 
and will help us learn points to begin discussions 

with these precious blood-bought souls. 
 

Sunday, June 17 
Outdoor Worship Service at 10:30 am 

& Father’s day Barbeque 
Please note the change of schedule.  Also plan 
to invite friends and neighbors to enjoy this 

special day. 
 

Tuesday, July 4th at 4:30 pm 
Tri-tip barbeque, fellowship & fireworks 

The movie this year will be: “Saints and Strangers.” 
The film looks at the “spiritual roots of the Colonies. 

After a great dinner, we will make the trip over to 
Girsch Park for fireworks. 

 
 

Sunday, September 16th  at 10:30 am 
Festival of Friendship & Worship under the Oaks 

The outdoor service will be followed by a barbeque. 
Once again this is a great opportunity to invite people 

to a more informal worship service. 
 

Coming in September 
Welcoming Worship Seminar 

Our Arizona-California District Commission on  
Evangelism will offer a one day seminar that 
looks at making visitors feel welcome, and at 

how important “rite” worship is in the process. 

:�"��	��
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As we look back over the events of April, there 

were many people who labored in love, diligently and 
willingly, to make Holy Week and the celebration of 
our Savior’s resurrection special.  Please accept my 
personal thanks, as well as the thanks of all the mem-
bers of Our Redeemer. 

 
Those who helped . . . 

With the Outreach mailing 
With work day clean up 
With the preparations for Palm Sunday 
With the preparations for Good Friday 
With the preparations for the Sunrise Service 
 Food 
 Setup and take down 
 PA / music 
With the preparations for Easter Sunday 
 Flowers 
 Food 
 Set up and clean up 
 

Those who participated in the worship services 
Janelle Schueler, organ & keyboard 
Al Todd, keyboard 
The members of the Handbell Choir 
The members of the Adult Choir 
The Scripture readers 
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Peace, from page 1 
 

heaven.  This is why Jesus gave me his assurance of peace. 
 

It is this peace that I need daily.  When I face problems.  When I have to make difficult decisions.  When I have to 
endure temptation.  When I need to remain strong in spite of persecution.  When I need to overcome seemingly over-
whelming attacks on my faith.  When I need reassurance and comfort to deal with the burden of my guilt.  Jesus’ peace 
is always there for me.  Therefore, I can draw on it deeply and often. 

 
Jesus peace is precious, and it is mine.  Now, as a result of his peace, my heart is no longer troubled, and I am not 

afraid. 
May 2007 
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Transitions Class 

This is for Junior High to High School, High School to 
College and beyond.  Art Battson and Erle Pettus will 
lead these short, information classes on Sunday mornings.  
Please see the Board of Education report for more infor-
mation, or speak with Art or Erle. 

 
Sunday Mornings 

Every Sunday there are Christian Education classes for 
the adults.  Currently lessons are helping us understand 
Islam better.  On May 27th a new series will start compar-
ing Christianity and Islam. 

 
Wednesday Evenings 

The Class on the Apocalypse of Jesus Christ continues 
to meet every Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm.  Discus-
sions have been lively and informative.  What is even bet-
ter is, it is not too late to come.  Plan to come to learn 
more about our Savior’s promise to protect and preserve 
his church until his return in glory. 

�����������������
 

Handbell Choir      Monday         @ 7:00 pm 
Bible Class       Wednesday    @ 7:00 pm 
Adult Choir               Thursday       @ 7:00 pm 
 
Church Council      May       8th @  7:30 pm 
Outreach meeting       May     12th @  9:30 am 
Bd of Elders       May    22nd @  7:00 pm 
Bd of Trustees                  May     29th @  7:30 pm 
Bd of Education      May     29th @  7:00 pm 
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As a young minister, I was asked by the funeral director 

to hold a grave-side service for a homeless man, with no 
family or friends.  The funeral was to be held at a cemetery 
way back in the country, and this man would be the first to 
be laid to rest there. 

 
As I was not familiar with the backwoods area, I be-

came lost, and being a typical man did not stop for direc-
tions, I finally arrived an  hour late.  I saw the backhoe and 
the crew, who were eating lunch, but the hearse was no-
where in sight. 

 
I apologized to the workers for my tardiness and 

stepped to the side of the open grave, where I saw the vault 
lid already in place. I assured the workers I would not hold 
them up for long, but this was the proper thing to do. 

 
The workers gathered around, still eating their lunch. I 

poured out my heart and soul.  As I preached the workers 
began to say  “Amen!”  “Praise the Lord!” “Glory to Je-
sus!”  I preached and I preached, like I'd never preached 
before, from Genesis all the way to Revelation. I closed 
the lengthy service with a prayer and walked to my car.   
As I was opening the door and taking off my coat, I over-
heard one of the workers saying to another, “I ain't never 
seen anything like that before and I've been putting in sep-
tic tanks for twenty years.” 
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On May 26th work will begin on the taking down the 

Parsonage fence.  Anyone with a will to work, relieve 
some stress, and engage in some good old destruction, plan 
on being around.  We will begin at 9:00 am. 
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Transitions is intended to be a series of short articles, 

thought provoking information, reviews and or links that 
we hope will be of interest to the teens in the Congrega-
tion who are making the transition from Grade School to 
Junior High, Junior High to High School, or High School 
to College. Have a comment or suggestion, let us know. 
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Do you have a question? Something troubling you? 
Need a caring, Christian point of view? Then consider 
visiting the WELS sponsored Living Bold website at  
http//www.livingbold.com. This Q&A service exists to 
provide knowledgeable, caring, and Bible-based answers 
to questions you submit. The individual answering your 
question is a WELS pastor, teacher, or staff minister 
whose faith, ministry, education, or life experiences have 
given them helpful insights. 

The following is and example of a real question: 
�

� �  Is it wrong to study other religions and learn 
about them? 
�
� �� �The short answer to your question is no. In 
fact, the more you know about what others believe 
and teach, the more you will appreciate who the 
true God is and how wonderful his plan of salva-
tion in Christ is. On the other hand, the devil will 
use anything and everything in life to convince us 
that God's Word is not sufficient or good enough. 
Other religions appeal to the sinful nature because, 
to one degree or another, they are all works-
oriented. Martin Luther once said that it is better to 
know one book (the Bible) and know it well than to 
know a little bit from many other books. May you 
always appreciate God's rich grace to you in Jesus 
Christ and the marvelous way that he has chosen to 
reveal his love to you in the Holy Scriptures. 
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The following books are available through Northwestern 
Publishing House or on line at www.nph.net 
 

The Shadow at Evening  
Top of Form Series:  
The Lamb Among the Stars Series 
Volume One 
Chris Walley 
In the spirit of C.S. Lewis and 
J.R.Tolkein this series weaves the 
worlds of science and the spirit tech-
nology and supernatural into some-
thing unique and haunting. On the 
faraway planet of Farholme humans 
live in peace under the gentle rule of 

the Assembly. War and evil are ancient history. But sud-
denly, things begin to change. A girl sees an impossible 
creature, a stranger from Ancient Earth arrives in response 
to a troubling vision, and people begin to say, do, and 
think things that oppose everything the Assembly stands 
for. And slowly, a handful of men and women come to 
recognize the unthinkable: Evil has returned and must be 
fought.  
 

 
College Bound 
Kathleen Winkler 
If you're a college freshman, or a 
high school junior or senior, you 
have a lot to look forward to! Col-
lege is a terrific adventure, but ad-
ventures can also have their difficul-
ties. This book is based on the true 
experiences of real college students. 
They tell their own stories about the 
problems they faced when they 

started college and how they dealt with them - or didn't 
deal with them - successfully. College today has more 
rewards and more risks than ever before. Facing chal-
lenges is inevitable, but you can survive, thrive, learn, and 
have fun with advice from other students who have been 
there, advance warning about what you will face, confi-
dence in the love of your family and Jesus Christ, and 
obedience to God's plan for your life.  
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“The safest road to hell is the gradual one---the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without sudden turnings, without 
milestones, without signposts.” C.S. Lewis 
 
“Looking for God--or Heaven--by exploring space is like reading or seeing all Shakespeare's plays in the hope 
that you will find Shakespeare as one of the characters…”  C.S. Lewis 
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The university professor challenged his students with 

this question. Did God create everything that exists? A 
student bravely replied, “Yes, he did!”  

“God created everything?” the professor asked. 
“Yes sir,” the student replied.  
The professor answered, “If God created everything, 

then God created evil since evil exists, and according to 
the principal that our works define who we are then God 
is evil.” The student became quiet before such an answer. 
The professor was quite pleased with himself and boasted 
to the students that he had proven once more that the 
Christian faith was a myth. 

Another student raised his hand and said, “Can I ask 
you a question professor?” 

“Of course,” replied the professor.  
The student stood up and asked, “Professor, does cold 

exist?” 
“What kind of question is that? Of course it exists. 

Have you never been cold?” The students snickered at the 
young man's question.  

The young man replied, “In fact, sir, cold does not ex-
ist. According to the laws of physics, what we consider 
cold is in reality the absence of heat. Every body or object 
is susceptible to study when it has or transmits energy, 
and heat is what makes a body or matter have or transmit 
energy. Absolute zero (-460 degrees F) is the total ab-
sence of heat; all matter becomes inert and incapable of 
reaction at that temperature. Cold does not exist. We have 
created this word to describe how we feel if we have no 
heat.”  

The student continued, “Professor, does darkness ex-
ist?”  

The professor responded, “Of course it does.” 
The student replied, “Once again you are wrong sir, 

darkness does not exist either. Darkness is in reality the 
absence of light. Light we can study, but not darkness. In 
fact we can use Newton's prism to break white light into 
many colors and study the various wavelengths of each 
color. You cannot measure darkness. A simple ray of light 
can break into a world of darkness and illuminate it. How 
can you know how dark a certain space is? You measure 
the amount of light present. Isn't this correct? Darkness is 
a term used by man to describe what happens when there 
is no light present.” 

Finally the young man asked the professor, “Sir, does 
evil exist?” 

Now uncertain, the professor responded, “Of course as 
I have already said. We see it every day. It is in the daily 
example of man's inhumanity to man. It is in the multitude 
of crime and violence everywhere in the world. These  
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manifestations are nothing else but evil.” 
To this the student replied, “Evil does not exist sir, or 

at least it does not exist unto itself. Evil is simply the ab-
sence of God. It is just like darkness and cold, a word that 
man has created to describe the absence of God. God did 
not create evil. Evil is not like faith, or love that exist just 
as does light and heat. Evil is the result of what happens 
when man does not have God's love present in his heart. 
It's like the cold that comes when there is no heat or the 
darkness that comes when there is no light."  

The professor sat down.  
The young man's name — Albert Einstein. 
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The Santa Barbara High School District has made 

community service a part of the total school program by 
requiring each student to complete 60 service hours in 
their four year experience. 

 
The school district recognizes that community service 

can help young people develop a feeling of self worth 
and provide them an opportunity to make meaningful 
contact with adults and others in the community. Com-
munity service is defined by the school as an activity 
which benefits others, for which the student is not other-
wise given credit and from which no one person benefits 
monetarily. Most service for non-profit organizations 
would count. ALL service MUST be pre-approved prior 
to the start of the service and members of the Board of 
Education will work with you to achieve the necessary 
approval from your school. 
The following is a list of opportunities where you can use 
your God given talents to serve your Lord: 

Board of Trustees: 
Cleaning 
Mowing 
Parsonage fence removal 
 May 26th at 9:00 am 
Parsonage fence replacement 
Landscaping improvements 
Workdays 

Board of Elders: 

Outdoor set-up June 17th 

Board of Education: 

Input into Library database 
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Below is a summary of our gifts for the Lord and the proposed budget we established for our ministry for 2007.  We re-
joice in the blessings and the opportunities our gracious God has given us.  We also pray that we avoid Satan’s decep-
tions and temptations when it comes to the giving and use of our gifts. 

General Fund Status 
 
Beginning Balance  April 1, 2007  $10,691 
 
Income 
 Offerings   $14,354 
 Interest               3 
 
 Net Income   $14,357 
 
Expenses    $12,465 
 
Ending Balance  April 30, 2007  $12,582 

Our Redeemer Income 
 
$16,000 
 
$14,000 
 
$12,000 
 
$10,000 
 
$  8,000 
 
      Jan   Feb   Mar   Apr   May   Jun   Jul   Aug 

Average Monthly Needed 
$13,5000 

Our Redeemer Expenses 
 
$16,000 
 
$14,000 
 
$12,000 
 
$10,000 
 
$  8,000 
 
      Jan   Feb   Mar   Apr   May   Jun   Jul   Aug 

Budgeted Expenses 

Actual Expenses 

What does it all mean?  
 
Since the beginning of the year, 
the gifts given by you, the mem-
bers of Our Redeemer, have in-
creased.  While we are thankful 
for that increase, overall offer-
ings have been below the aver-
age needed each month.  The net 
result is seen in the change of the 
General Fund Balance. 
 
On January 1, 2007, the GFB 
was just under $17,000.  As of 
April 30, 2007, the Balance was 
just over $12,000.  Although this  
is not a crisis, or even a depar-
ture from previous giving trends, 
it does offer some concern as we 
head into the summer months. 
 
The Financial Committee has 
been using great care and dili-
gence to properly manage our 
resources.  The Committee will 
continue to serve the congrega-
tion in this capacity, so that we 
can continue to carry our pre-
cious Gospel ministry. 


