
 
“This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not 
rich toward God.”  Luke 12:21 
 
 
Something was missing.  That’s what Bill thought.  It wasn’t like there was anything 

wrong; there was just something missing. 
 
Bill was able to take an early retirement.  He had worked hard.  He advanced rapidly.  

Even when people said it was foolish to take stock options, he did it just the same.  In 
addition to all of this, Bill was a good investor.  Consequently, when he received the offer 
to retire early, he was able to take advantage of it. 

 
Here he was 55 years old, retired and financially secure.  He had good health.  He was 

able to enjoy himself and travel.  He even started a consulting business that kept him as 
busy as he wanted to be.  However, late at night he always felt something was missing. 

 
Bill’s problem is one many people have.  They look at their lives and conclude some-

thing is missing.  
 
As I look at my life, most of the time it seems to be in order.  I may not be a multi-

millionaire, but things could be worse.  The bills are paid.  My family is not lacking any-
thing important.  There is even a little left over for savings.  Still, the nagging thought 
remains – something is missing. 

 
The problem I need to address is the very issue to which Jesus directs my attention.  It 

is easy to focus on preparations for this life.  It is just as easy to see wealth and a steady 
flow of income as my highest priority.  This may lead me to scrimp and save, and even 
sacrifice.  But, after the bills are paid and the investments pay dividends, what’s next? 

 
Jesus teaches me the wealth of this world is secondary.  He also wants me to under-

stand it will never prepare me for the life to come.  Nor can it ever prepare me to stand 
before the Judge of all.  This is why I need to have a clear understanding of what it means 
to be rich toward God. 

 
Continued on page 5 
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“Engraved on His Hands” 
 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society Convention, 
Detroit, MI June 21–24, 2007 

Submitted by Sonja Todd 
 

Wilma H., Charlotte B. (Zion - Lansing, MI), Cindy 
H. (Cross of Christ – Boise, ID), and Sonja T. joined 
1,052 women at the National Convention—members 
from over 900 Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
(WELS) and Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) congre-
gations. We attended to learn about and discuss mission 
support, spiritual renewal, motivation, and fellowship. 

 
The week-end convention provided opportunities to 

meet missionaries and hear first-hand about the work be-
ing done in Santiago, Dominican Republic (Rev. Shiloh 
Monday), Mississauga, Ontario, Canada (Rev. Joel 
Schulz and wife Dawn) and Malawi, Africa (Rev. Robert 
Wendland and wife Rebecca) to name a few. 
 

There were several workshops offered.  Cindy and I 
attended “Serving those Who Serve Our Country” pre-
sented by Pastor Paul Ziemer who is the civilian chaplain 
to the military, and “Hands Permanently Engraved with 
Our Names” presented by Pastor Lyle Sonntag,  LWMS 
Pastoral Advisor. 
 
The following offerings were received with thanksgiving 
from congregations throughout the Synod - LWMS Cir-
cuit Offerings: 

Mission Projects Offerings for 2007 were $70,945.88 
 
The offerings were distributed to the following: 

Home Mission Project  
(Campus Ministry): $35,472.94 
World Mission Russia Project  

(Novosibirsk Radio Devotion Broadcasts): $35,472.94  
 

The following offerings were received at the worship ser-
vices held during the Convention: 

Worship Service Offerings = $30,889.00 
 
These offerings were distributed to the following: 

Home Mission Projects 
(Cross-Cultural Mission conferences and Training): 

$15.444.50 
World Mission Taiwan Project 

(Seminary Financial Assistance): $15,444.50 
Mission projects voted on for 2008: 
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Home Missions:  
Asia Outreach Ministry & Language Training 

World Missions:  
Mozambique & Asia Lutheran Seminary 

 
I must admit I was a little hesitant about going to De-

troit because of its reputation for criminal activity, but I 
was pleasantly surprised at how nice it was and very safe.  
There is so much to do and see that I wish we would have 
stayed a little longer.   
 

Cindy and I did get a chance to see Greenfield Village, 
The Henry Ford Museum and tour the Rouge Car Factory 
(Wilma and Charlotte were on the tour with us).  The four 
of us also went on a Detroit River Dinner Cruise. 
 

Upcoming LWMS events 
 

2007 Golden West Circuit Meeting 
Saturday, October 6th 

St. Paul’s First, North Hollywood 
 

2008 National Convention:  
Tucson, AZ at the JW Marriott Starr Pass Resort 

 
2009 National Convention: Denver, CO 

 
Make plans to attend at least one of these interesting and 
faith building conventions.  You’ll be glad you did! 
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Charlotte, Wilma, Cindy, and Sonja grace the LWMS 
Theme Poster in Detroit, MI 
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By Gregory Coussa 
 

�� any of the hardest concepts to 
grasp in Christianity are made 

difficult due to time.   
 
  We humans are subject to time and 
cannot experience any part of mortal 
life without it.  God, who created time, 
is not subject to the same parameters.  
The only way for us to imagine eternity 

(the lack of time) is through time, because we know no 
different.  This is difficult, for how are we to imagine 
eternity (the lack of time) if our whole mind and logic 
itself are subject to time?  For presently we only know 
time, and eternity cannot be fully and logically grasped, 
but only imagined like a hazy picture or mirage.   

 
The fact of the matter is that the life that we are ex-

periencing is not the true or ultimate reality, but rather a 
fragment of the journey that we must experience.  It is, 
however, an experience that should not be overlooked, 
for the actions and beliefs taken on in this fragment of 
our total existence sets up the rest of our spirit’s reality.   

 
The ultimate reality takes place after death, where we 

are joined with God in Heaven and will spend eternity 
there.  It is the eternity spent with Christ in Heaven that 
is the ultimate reality, and not the relatively miniscule 
time spent here on Earth.  This ultimate reality is some-
times easily forgotten (perhaps more so by the author 
than most?), and the little worries or stresses of day-to-
day life blindside an individual and take on the false im-
age of having real or dire importance while they are not 
so important. 

 
The most beautiful and joyous moments on Earth are 

only momentary and transitory hints of Heaven caught in 
the barriers of time and space, thereby forcing the true 
beauty of Heaven to be restricted.  Time distorts the most 
gorgeous moments on Earth, moments that only allude to 
the perfection and complete wonderment of Heaven.  
Heaven is not in Earth or a part of this world, only 
glimpses of Heaven can be experienced; such as the sun-
set on the beach, a moment with your loved one, or a 
perfect summer day.   

 
These glimpses will remain passing moments until we 

join our Father in Heaven, and these incredible moments 
won’t be moments at all but rather the present state of 

our spirit, in a more bold and joyous way than can be 
comprehended by our limited minds. Moreover, the worst 
moments experienced on Earth cannot even begin to 
compare with the best moments experienced in an eter-
nity condemned to Hell, where time also does not exist, 
and evil is all-encompassing.   

 
All this starts by forgetting oneself and all the selfish 

desires that follow, and focusing our eyes on Christ Je-
sus; for Jesus died once and for all, and the constraints of 
time do not apply to Christ.  Jesus died on the cross, de-
scended into Hell and rose again for the forgiveness of all 
sins, past, present, and future; one must believe and have 
faith. From this, eternal joy coupled with God’s peace 
will be received, and the ultimate reality of Heaven with 
Jesus Christ will be obtained.   

 
The Bible cites God’s actions as taking place before 

time began: 
 
2 Timothy 1:8b-10: “…by the power of God, who has 

saved us and called us to a holy life-not because of any-
thing we have, but because of His own purpose and 
grace.  This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through 
the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has de-
stroyed death and has brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel.”  

 
Titus 1:2: “a faith and knowledge resting on the hope 

of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, has promised 
before the beginning of time.” 
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Gregory is a full time student at UCLA.  We pray that the 
Lord will continue to keep him strong and growing in his 
faith. 
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Saturday and Sunday October 20-21, we will return to 

the Lemon Festival in Goleta.  From our booth we will 
hand out materials—balloons, pens, markers, chip clips, 
and information about Our Redeemer.  Our goal remains 
the same—to make contacts in the community, and to let 
people know we are here to serve them with the “good 
news” of their Savior Jesus Christ. 

 
The Outreach Committee is already making plans.    

Most important, we are enlisting people (young and old) 
to work a 2 hour shift on either Saturday or Sunday, or 
both.  The time flies by because there is always something 
to do, or some one to talk to. 

 
If you have any questions regarding what you can do, 

just ask one of the folks who worked last year. 
Ray and Gilda C.  Al and Sonja T. 
Dave V.   Jim E. 
Eileen A.   Bill and Bev W. 
Frank and Pat F.  Karolyn H. 
Debbie A.   Sue and Emily P. 
              Debora and Colleen P. 
        (Please forgive me if I forgot someone) 
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2007 marks the fourth year we have had our “Worship 
Under the Oaks.”  But it is much more than that!  On Sep-
tember 16th we will hold our Festival of Friendship.  This 
is a special service where we have the opportunity to in-
vite our friends, family members, and neighbors to come 
and worship the Lord. 

The setting is informal - outside under the canopy of 
the oaks.  The worship service is special - a reminder of 
all the things God has done for us in his love.  The meal is 
superb - tri-tip with all the fixings. 

Start planning now to invite someone you know.  In 
the past we have had a good turn out, still there is room 
for more.  Also, make sure you indicate on the sign-up 
sheet how many guests you will have.  We want to make 
sure we have more than enough food. 

If you have any questions, or if you would like to help 
in some way - clean-up, set-up - please contact Ray 
Coussa as soon as possible. 
 

Festival of Friendship 
Worship Under the Oaks 

September 16th at 10:30 am 
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The members of Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, 
Carlsbad, California, have given us an invitation to join 
them in a discipleship workshop.  The date is Saturday, 
September 15th.  Registration and coffee starts at 8:30 
am.  The Closing is scheduled for 3:00 pm. 

 
The focus of the workshop is “Sharing One’s Faith.”  

Speakers will include Professor Mark Paustian of Martin 
Luther College, Professor, em. David Valleskey from 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, and Mr. Jacob Rasoul.  
He is a recent convert to Christianity from Islam.  

 
There will be four workshops offered:  “The Story is 

the Answer,” “Handling the Tough Questions,” “From 
the Crescent to the Cross,” and the “Culture of Islam.” 

 
We are planning to car pool, so please make sure your 

register before the 16th.  Registration fees are $10 per 
person, or $60 for the whole congregation. 
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On September 28th Prince of Peace, Thousand Oaks 
will host an Evangelism Presentation by our District’s 
Evangelism Commission.  It is entitled:  “Welcoming 
Worship.”  The workshop considers the many aspects of 
worship and emphasizes how Sunday morning can be a 
valuable opportunity for outreach.  It also addresses how a 
congregation can remove obstacles to the Gospel. 
Sections within the workshop include: 

Who is Worship for? 
First Things First 
First Impressions 
Faithful Follow-up 
The Worship Experience 
Rite Worship for Outreach 

 
For more information regarding this workshop, please 

speak to Pastor Proeber.  You may also go online to:  
www.wels.net/evangelism and click on Welcoming Wor-
ship Seminar. 



We rejoice in the many blessings given the members of our family of faith. May 
the Lord continue to bless them richly. 

  1st  - Gilda C. 
  8th -  Roseanne C. 
17th  - Sheila J. 
18th  - Ciara B. 
19th  - Elvira R. 
23rd  - Thomas P. 
24th  - Kathy B. 
27th  - Charlotte H. 
30th  - Micah B., Maegan K., Pastor Proeber 
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Continued from page 1 
 
Being rich toward God is not measured in financial terms.  It requires spiritual ones.  Being rich toward God means I 

can live my life with the true direction his Word provides.  Being rich toward God means my debt of sin has been paid 
by my Savior’s sacrifice.  Being rich toward God means I am able to stand before God as he desires – without fault or 
blame.  Often, it is this wealth that is missing in my life, and until I return to the one who gives it, there will always be 
that nagging feeling – something’s missing. 

 
Jesus reveals what’s missing in my life.  Then he offers to fill it with his rich blessing.  As I store up his lasting 

wealth in my life, I can be confident nothing will ever be missing. 
 
Editor’s Note:  Pastor Proeber’s article appeared on the website “What about Jesus” through the month of Au-
gust.  Daily devotions can be received from the site as well.  Simply go to www.whataboutjesus.com, then follow 
the instructions to receive the devotions.  There are also Bible Studies and resources to share with your friends 
who may have questions about their Savior. 
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Transitions Class 

This is for Junior High to High School, High School to College and beyond.  Art B. and Erle P. lead these short, in-
formative classes on Sunday mornings.  Please speak with Art or Erle.   

 
Sunday Mornings 

Every Sunday there are Christian Education classes for the adults.  These will focus on Luther’s Large Catechism.  
Throughout his more lengthy explanations Luther offers insights and instruction that prove very timely.  Come and learn 
more about the two questions that make our Lutheran teaching so unique:  “What does this mean? and Where is this 
written?” 

 
Wednesday Evenings 

The class on the Apocalypse of Jesus Christ continues every Wednesday evening, unless otherwise noted.  We are 
nearing the end of this unusual and challenging letter to Christ’s Church.  However, there is the central message that 
does bring comfort even in uncertainty - Christ will stand by his Church and give it the victory he has already secured. 

Plan to come to learn more about our Savior’s promise.  We meet at 7:00 pm�

“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let 
us encourage one another–and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

 Heb. 10:25 NIV  
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By Carl Scbueler 

 

The corner of Alamar and Foothill Roads is a sweet spot for the aged in Santa Barbara!  It’s 
called Wood Glen Hall. It was founded in 1957 with the mission to serve the retired with a place of 
respite from life in the “fast lane.” Wood Glen has been home to Our Redeemer member Irene 
Eggert (my wife Pam’s mom) for two years at the end of this month. 

 
Ask Irene how she likes it, and I’ll bet she’ll tell you she does. (It doesn’t get much better any-

where on planet Earth—that’s for sure!)  Before moving to Wood Glen, Irene lived at Encina 
Royale in a two-bedroom condominium which she maintained clean and orderly for the previous 
four years. But at 91 years (even a young 91) that was becoming tiresome. Even cooking her own 
meals was very difficult. 

 
So we introduced Irene to Wood Glen via a complimentary lunch with the Administrator after having placed her 

name on the waiting list six months earlier.  Somewhat reluctantly (who likes impending major life changes?), Irene 
joined us for lunch at Wood Glen with the Director—and within minutes of being served the first course in a dining 
room similar to the better restaurants in Santa Barbara, Irene asked “When can I move in?”  Everything went smoothly 
from there on, with Irene’s private room and bath completely refurbished prior to her move.  And the rest is history—
Irene’s health seems to have actually improved in the past two years, and as she approaches her 94th birthday next 
March, she is enjoying her “new” home.   
 

  And not just enjoying her room and private 
bath, with three meals each day served in the 
dining room, but also enjoying the company 
of 60 other Wood Glen residents (mostly 
women: and not because of any favoritism on 
the part of the management are there only 
about a dozen gentlemen at Wood Glen).  In 
addition to weekly outings, Wood Glen of-
fers a number of in-house activities, includ-
ing one special activity every other Sunday 
afternoon at 4PM - a Sunday worship  ser-

vice conducted by Pastor Proeber, with Irene usually serving as hostess and greeter! 
 
Just months after moving to Wood Glen, Irene noticed a lack of spiritual activities.  Wood Glen has a cozy ecumenical 
chapel, complete with a large-print copy of the King James Bible, and a large and comfortable library with a grand pi-
ano, but no organized services were available.  Irene checked with management, and determined that a service would be 
a desirable addition to regular Wood Glen activities!   
 
Pastor Proeber requested a meeting with the activities Director.  
With prior annual visits to Wood Glen to sing Christmas carols, 
ORLC was no stranger, and it was just a matter of scheduling.  Start-
ing with monthly services, the current bi-weekly service draws a nice 
group of 12-15 attendees: nearly 25% of the Wood Glen population., 
and every Sunday there is always someone new. 
 
Praise the Lord and thanks to Irene and to Pastor Proeber for faithful 
service. May the words of Christ’s encouragement at Wood Glen 
draw hearts to him forever. 

�
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By the Board of Education 
 

Last year, the Board of Education considered something different.  It was not an 
“original” idea, but one tried by a sister congregation in North Carolina. Tree of Life 
desired to proclaim the Christmas Gospel in a unique way to people who lived in an 
area that included both secular humanism and the evangelicalism.  Their efforts re-
sulted in an innovative audio-visual presentation called, “Virtual Bethlehem.”  In a 
comprehensive manual, Tree of Life describes a set of dioramas with life-size char-
acters from the Christmas account: Baby Jesus, Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, the 
Wise Men, etc.  It also describes how an audio tour is provided (MP3 player) to al-
low visitors to experience the program at their own pace.  In addition to the “sights 
and sounds,” story boards line the way.  These include activities, maps, historical 
information, and items to be touched, such as sheep’s wool. 
 

   The Board of Education believes this could be an effective 
outreach tool for Our Redeemer.  Yes, there are live nativity 
scenes throughout town, as well as other displays and produc-
tions, but this one is somewhat unique in the way it presents 
the Gospel.  Consequently, with the leadership of the Board of 
Education and the Outreach Committee, we are going to do a 
trial set for this year.  Certainly there are many elements and 
scenes that could be added, but it was decided to start small, 
just to share the concept with the congregation. 
 
   We are going to call our undertaking, “Journey to Bethle-
hem.”  This Christmas we will feature the stable scene with 
the Birth of Jesus.  After an initial inventory, there are many 
pieces that we have in place already.  Still, there is work for 
many people with various talents.  Some includes:  planning, 

designing, historical research, carpentry, costumes for the characters, mannequins to dress, audio scripts,  lighting set up, 
painting and posters, story boards.  First on the list of needs is a coordinator to organize the effort. 
 

Please think about what you might be able to contribute to “Journey to 
Bethlehem” this Fall.  There is something for every age and ability.  You 
might be surprised at what you could do, and how enjoyable it will be.  Cos-
tume sewing? Script preparation? Audio-visual production? Painting? Carpen-
try?  Organization?  Administration?  Scavenging?  

 
There will be a 15 minute presentation during September following a wor-

ship service to further explain this opportunity to serve in love, and to pro-
claim the good news of the Savior’s birth.   

 
If you have any questions, or would like more information, please contact 

John Favuzzi, or Pastor Proeber.  You may also go on line.  Simply do a 
“google search” for Virtual Bethlehem, or you can go to the web site of Tree 
of Life Lutheran Church, Cary, North Carolina - www.treeoflifenc.org. 

 

The Board of Education members are:  John Favuzzi, Art Battson,  
Carl Schueler and Pastor Proeber. 

�

�
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By Carl Schueler 
 

One of the representatives of the Southern California 
Conference of the Arizona-California District at the 59th 
Biennium (every two years) WELS convention, held July 
30-August 3 at Martin Luther College in New Ulm, Min-
nesota, was Dave Vetter.  He serves Our Redeemer as the 
Head Elder and member of the Church Council. 

 
Dave reported that the convention was nothing if not 

interesting. Perhaps not as uplifting from a worldly stand-
point as we might hope – WELS faces daunting financial 
challenges threatening job security within the ranks of 
Pastors, teachers and WELS administrative staff, as well 
as cutbacks in Gospel training and outreach.  But Dave 
also reported that his attendance was a bright spot of his 
year – a great opportunity to rub shoulders and interact 
with brethren from around the nation within a general 
spirit of unity in Christ.  The financial cloud that hovers 
over WELS did not dampen the enthusiasm of both pro-
fessional and lay delegates at the convention. 

Reverend Karl Gurgel (former WELS President) ad-
dresses the Convention Delegates. 
 
New WELS Leadership… 

Rev. Karl Gurgel stepped down as long-time WELS 
President, moving almost immediately to accept a call to 
Hong Kong to minister the Gospel there. Rev. Mark 
Schroeder, 53, accepted the call to be the next WELS 
president. Addressing the delegates to the convention 
about the task ahead of him, Schroeder expressed the 
strength he gained from the book of Isaiah:  “Surely it is 
God who saves me. I will trust in him and not be afraid.”  

Schroeder currently serves as president of Luther Pre-
paratory School in Watertown, Wis. He has previously 

served at congregations in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, 
and  Maitland, Florida. Concluding his remarks, Schroe-
der told the delegates, “I will strive with the help of God 
to be faithful to the calling you have given me, and faith-
ful to God’s Word.” 

 
Unity in Mission and Purpose... 

Newly elected WELS President Mark Schroeder and 
former president Karl Gurgel together urged delegates to 
take home a message of unity.  

 
In interviews with WELS Director of Communications 

Joel Hochmuth as the 59th biennial convention concluded, 
both discussed their hopes for the synod’s future and their 
confidence in the Lord to provide: "From day one there 
was no doubt that we all have the same beliefs, we have 
the same core beliefs, and we have the same mission—to 
spread the gospel and to declare his praises," said former 
president Gurgel.  

 
“This convention, even though it was facing some tre-

mendous challenges, was the most optimistic and positive 
convention that I’ve witnessed," said Pres. Schroeder. "In 
spite of the problems we face, with God’s help we can 
move forward."  

 
Hard Decisions... 

Before leaving, the delegates adopted a series of reso-
lutions that would keep Michigan Lutheran Seminary 
(MLS), Saginaw, Mich., open. The convention amended a 
proposal from the Synodical Council (SC) that would 
have closed MLS at the end of the 2007-08 school year.  

(Continued on page 9) 
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“This convention sets a clear  

direction that focuses not on  

reductions and cutbacks  

but a direction that says  

under God we will grow.” 
 

New WELS President  
Rev. Mark Schroeder at the 59th Biennial  

WELS Convention at New Ulm, Minn.   
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The budget adopted by the convention alters the SC pro-
posal by adding $600,000 to the 2008–09 budget for 
World Missions and $2 million to the 2008-09 budget for 
the Board for Ministerial Education. With inflationary 
factors and other spending authorized by the convention, 
former president Gurgel said the convention-approved 
budget requires an increase in Congregation Mission Of-
ferings of $3 to $4 million. 
 

To fund the increase, the resolutions call for a special 
stewardship effort to emphasize long-term spiritual 
growth, and direct the Conference of Presidents to main-
tain and enhance current funding efforts, and authorize a 
special offering to reduce Synodical debt. “It's a huge 
challenge the delegates have ascribed to themselves,” says 
Gurgel. “It's not a huge challenge for God. Trusting God 
and working together as brothers and sisters, we can 
achieve this huge challenge that we've laid out.” 
 
An Upbeat Note... 

“This convention sets a clear direction that focuses not 
on reductions and cutbacks but a direction that says under 
God we will grow,” says Pres. Schroeder. “I think that is 
what connects all of us to this idea that the mission of the 
church is to proclaim the gospel.” 
 

If necessary, the convention has directed the SC to 
make adjustments to the 2008-09 budget primarily from 
Ministry Support, internal borrowing repayment, or Parish 
Services, and that every effort be made to retain budgets 
for the Board for Home Missions, the Board for World 
Missions, and the Board for Ministerial Education. 

 
“My belief is that even though the problems ahead are 

daunting, we have a renewed resolve to work and walk 
together,” says Pres. Schroeder. Gurgel said he's praying 
for Pres. Schroeder as he addresses those problems. “My 
prayer is he first listens to God and then listens to God's 
people, and that the people of God listen to him as he 
seeks to work in support of the Lord’s mission.” 
 

��
 
Editor’s note: This article is comprised of material 
adapted from the WELS Synod Convention 2007 home 
news website.  A video will be shown after a worship ser-
vice summarizing the decisions and work of the Synod in 
Convention.   

(Continued from page 8) 

Looking for an easy way to serve in the comfort of 
your home—anytime, no driving, lifting heavy boxes or 
climbing ladders?  Consider writing an article for the Re-
porter! 

 
Thanks for the inputs for this issue from Sonja and 

Alan Todd, Gregory Coussa, and John Favuzzi!  The Sep-
tember Reporter offers substantial news and notes about 
past and upcoming events of interest. 

 
Be a part of the team! 

 
Articles can be as brief as half a page, or as lengthy as 

three pages, though the typical article is about one page.  
Photos or other illustrations are invited as well. 

 
You can also consider submitting an educational or 

humorous story—it doesn’t have to be your own, so long 
as it is not copyrighted and you credit the source. 

 
Editing for grammar and Biblical accuracy is provided 

by the editorial staff, so don’t worry if you think you are 
not a good writer. Serve the Lord and submit the article! 
�

Contact Carl Schueler (or Pastor Proeber 
(pastor@orlcsb.net) if you have any questions. 

Thanks! 
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Church Council September 4th at 7:30 pm 
 
Board of Elders September 18th at 7:00 pm 
 
Board of Education September 25th at 7:00 pm 
 
Board of Trustees September 25th at 7:30 pm 
 
Outreach Committee     September 8th at 9:30 am 

 
 

Property Work Day 
September 15th at 9:00 am 

 

Congregation Voters’ Meeting 
October 14th following the worship service 
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By Alan Todd 
 

August was a busy month for the B&G committee.  
With the help of a number of volunteers, a lot of work on 
the church property was accomplished.  Phase I of the 
parsonage fencing project was completed and Phase II 
(East side of the Parsonage section) is close to comple-
tion.  The new fence will provide years of maintenance 
free privacy for the parsonage.  In the future, we are plan-
ning to “break up” the white tone fence with vines strate-
gically placed.  Eventually we will repaint the parsonage 
with a color scheme that compliments the “brightness” of 
the new fence. 

 
The committee authorized the purchase of an extended 

pole hedge trimmer and the pastor has already used it to 
trim the tree out by our sign on Cathedral Oaks and a cou-
ple of other larger shrubs and trees.   

 
The church and fellowship exit doors (three in total) 

were in pretty bad shape.  The north fellowship exit door 
was able to be saved; however, the south fellowship exit 
door and the east church exit door both have to be re-
placed.  Replacement doors were purchased and installa-
tion should be completed by the end of September. 

 
In accordance with our long range plan of re-designing 

the interior of the sanctuary so that it can be used, in addi-
tion to a worship facility, as a venue for other church 
functions, the Property Committee received a quote of 
$6,000 for laminate flooring from Len’s Flooring.  Again, 
the committee is coming up with ideas and trying to un-
derstand the costs associated with those ideas to enable 
the congregation to make an informed decision as to how 
to proceed. 

 
There will be a work day on Saturday, September 15 

to prepare the church for the Festival of Friendship and 
Worship under the Oaks on Sunday, September 16.   
Many hands make the work go quickly.  Please give con-
sideration to coming out from 0900-1200 to lend a hand 
to maintain and beautify your church.  

"������	�����$�������6��������7�5� ����

Property Work Day September 15th 
 

Clean patio under oaks 
Check tables and chairs 

General clean up and raking 
Tree trimming for fall 
Haul refuse to dump 
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TransitionsTransitions  
 

Articles for Your Teens 
Transitions is intended to be a series of short articles, 

thought provoking information, reviews and or links that 
we hope will be of interest to the teens in the Congrega-
tion who are making the transition from Grade School to 
Junior High, Junior High to High School, or High School 
to College. Have a comment or suggestion, let us know. 

 
Teens in Scholastic Transition 

This month the Congregation recognizes our teens that 
are ending one chapter of their lives and entering the next. 
Feeling of accomplishment and joy are intermingled with 
apprehension and uncertainty. 

Congratulations to our teens that have graduated from 
junior high school and have started their high school ca-
reer. 
 
 
 
 
 Tiera S. – Dos Pueblos High School 
 Brittany G. –Dos Pueblos High School 
 Christina F. – San Marcos High School 
 
And to our young adults that have graduated from high 
school and entering College. 
 
 
 
 
 Kelsey G. –Santa Barbara City College 
 Daniel G. –Santa Barbara City College 
 Michael F. –Poly San Luis Obispo 
 

“You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and hills will burst in song before 
you, and all the trees of the field will clap their 
hands.” (Isaiah 55:12) 
  
“It may be hard for an egg to turn into a bird: it 
would be a jolly sight harder for it to learn to fly 
while remaining an egg.” 

CS Lewis 
 

We also want to keep in our prayers those who are en-
tering their second, third and fourth years of college.  As 
they transition from their teens to their twenties, new chal-
lenges await them as well as new promises from their Sav-
ior.  May the Lord keep them faithful! 

Confirmed in the Faith 
Last June 10 Brittany G., Tiera S. and Christina F. 

confirmed their belief in Jesus as their Savior. The Con-
gregation is proud of our teens expressive profession of 
their faith and welcomes our new confirmands to join us 
for the Lord’s Supper, as well as joining in the precious 
ministry we have been given. 
 

 “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free” (John 8:31-32).  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
“Anyone who is to find Christ must first find the 
church. How could anyone know where Christ is 
and what faith is in him unless he knew where his 
believers are?” 

Martin Luther 
 
 

Got Questions – Get Answers 
Do you have a question? Something troubling you? 

Need a caring, Christian point of view? Then consider 
visiting the WELS sponsored Living Bold website at  
http//www.livingbold.com. This Q&A service exists to 
provide knowledgeable, caring, and Bible-based answers 
to questions you submit. The individual answering your 
question is a WELS pastor, teacher, or staff minister 
whose faith, ministry, education, or life experiences have 
given them helpful insights. 

The following is and example of a real question: 
 
��� � I will be a freshman in the fall, but I don't really 
want to go to high school because I'm really nervous. Do 
you have any suggestions? 
 
��� � You are very blessed in your life right now as you 
enter this exciting time. My own children made life-long 
friends when they went to high school. My daughter mar-
ried one of those friends. 

One of the most important things you can do is to get 
involved with some group that will use your God-given 
talents and connect you with new friends.  A lot of kids  
 

Continued on page 12 
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Continued from page 11 

 
get active in sports--a great place to make friends. Music 
groups are really great as you meet daily and have an 
instant group of kids with whom you can go to lunch, 
hang out, socialize. Join the yearbook staff, try out for 
plays; anything that will challenge you and put you with 
other kids who have similar interests.  

 
The most important thing you will be doing in high 

school is preparing for your future here on earth and in 
eternity and you will have lots of wonderful teachers 
who are there to serve the Lord and want to help make 
your experience a positive one.  If you always do your 
best and show them you are working up to your poten-
tial, you will have these teachers on your side.  

 
As you leave your grade school years behind remem-

ber that God has placed you where you are at this time. 
He is preparing you for your high school experience right 
now. Think about Jesus disciples as Jesus was leaving 
the earth. Jesus told them to "Go make disciples of all 
nations" ( all nations means anywhere God has placed 
you--you can spread the Gospel as a high school fresh-
man to your classmates, your teachers, your family--by 
the daily witness you give to your faith).   

 
The best part of what Jesus said in Matthew is this 

"and SURELY I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, TO THE 
VERY END OF THE AGE."  Jesus is with you as you 
enter high school.  It's going to be great, you'll see! 
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College Bound 
Kathleen Winkler 

If you're a college freshman, or a high 
school junior or senior, you have a lot to 
look forward to! College is a terrific ad-
venture, but adventures can also have 
their difficulties. This book is based on 
the true experiences of real college stu-

dents. They tell their own stories about the problems they 
faced when they started college and how they dealt with 
them - or didn't deal with them - successfully. College 
today has more rewards and more risks than ever before. 
Facing challenges is inevitable, but you can survive, 
thrive, learn, and have fun with advice from other stu-
dents who have been there, advance warning about what 
you will face, confidence in the love of your family and 
Jesus Christ, and obedience to God's plan for your life.  

�
��	���� ���	�������
“ Education without values, as useful as it is, seems rather 
to make man a more clever devil.” 

C.S. Lewis 

“Christianity, if false, is of no importance, and if true, of 
infinite importance. The only thing it cannot be is moder-
ately important.” 

C.S. Lewis 

�
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The Santa Barbara High School District has made 

community service a part of the total school program by 
requiring each student to complete 60 service hours in 
their four year experience.  The school district recognizes 
that community service can help young people develop a 
feeling of self worth and provide them an opportunity to 
make meaningful contact with adults and others in the 
community. Community service is defined by the school 
as an activity which benefits others, for which the student 
is not otherwise given credit and from which no one per-
son benefits monetarily. Most service for non-profit or-
ganizations would count. ALL service MUST be pre-
approved prior to the start of the service and members of 
the Board of Education will work with you to achieve the 
necessary approval from your school. 

 
The following is a list of opportunities where you can 

use your God given talents to serve your Lord: 
 
Board of Trustees: 

Cleaning 
Mowing 
Parsonage fence replacement 
Landscaping improvements 
Workdays 

 
Board of Elders: 

Lemon Festival  
Visits to Shut-ins with pastor 
Setup for Festival of Friendship 

 
Board of Education: 

Input into Library database 
Helping with Journey to Bethlehem 

 
 
For more information, please contact John Favuzzi or 
any of the Committee Chairman, or Pastor Proeber. 

�
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After a summer break, it is time to polish up the bells 
and begin rehearsals.  The Handbell Choir meets regu-
larly on Monday evenings for about an hour and one half. 

 
We welcome back the experienced ringers who served 

so faithfully this past spring.  We also invite people to 
consider giving the bells a try.  Experience or musical 
ability is not a prerequisite to join.   

 
So keep the date open, September 10th, and keep the 

time set aside, 7:00 - 8:30 pm. 
 
For more information, you can speak to those who 

have served in the past: 
Al and Sonja T.  Susan T. 

Debora and Colleen P. 
Pat F.   Pam S. 
Greg G.   Dave V. 
Tamara S.    

 
You may also speak with Debbie A. who serves as the 

director. 
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From Althouse to Bach, from traditional to modern, 
from Spanish to African, the choir has tried a little bit of 
everything through the years.  This year will be no differ-
ent.  Practices will get started on Thursday nights at 7:00 
pm. 

 
Through the course of the Fall , and into the Spring, 

we will prepare songs for the Sunday services, as well as 
Festival services. 

   
If the Lord has given you the desire to sing praises to 

him, come and let your voice declare the greatness of the 
Lord. 

 
If you have any questions, please speak with Pastor 

Proeber.  Better yet, just come and join us on Thursday 
nights. 
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On Monday, August 27th, the 

Lord blessed Kristine and Sun-
day C. with the birth of a healthy 
baby girl.  Kaylee is a special 
gift and is watched very closely 
by her big brother Erik. 

 
May the Lord keep Kaylee 

and her family in his care.  We 
also look forward to her recep-
tion into the Kingdom of God 
and Our Redeemer through the 
Sacrament of Baptism. 
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As the youth in our congregation grow up and head off to college, or even military service, it is important to help 
them remain in contact with the Word, as well as with their “family” at Our Redeemer.  If you have a family member 
away from home, at a distance, at school, or wherever, please pass along their address, email, or both.  If anything we 
can keep them in our prayers.  Even more important, we can supply them with printed materials to encourage them, and 
to let them know they are not forgotten. 

Please get this vital information to the Elders or Pastor Proeber.  Thanks You! 


