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When you read the 23rd and 24th chapters of Joshua, you can only marvel at the inspi-
ration it provides.  Joshua, the bold, successful general was standing before the people of 
Israel.  As they stood in awe and admiration of this charismatic figure, they couldn’t stop 
feeling a sense of pride.  Here was the man who led them into the Promised Land.  Here 
was the general who commanded them in countless successful military campaigns.  Here 
was the man who solidified them into a powerful nation. 

 
You can almost imagine the shock when Joshua announced he was stepping down as 

their leader.  This was the man who led and inspired, who rallied and encouraged, who 
was bold and courageous.  This was the man who meant everything to them.  How could 
he possibly give up his role as leader?  He had the peoples’ hearts and devotion.  But it 
was time.  Still, Joshua did not leave them without a final message of inspiration and en-
couragement. 

 
As he stood before the people his words were simple and brief.  They were impressive 

because of their content, and their forthrightness.  They captured his life, and confessed the 
importance of remaining faithful to the Lord. 

 
Being the hand-picked and divinely inspired leader of Israel, Joshua knew Israel well.  

He watched their faithfulness and triumph.  He witnessed their growing conviction and 
strength.  He saw an Israel that was united.  He also worried because this was the same 
Israel that was often only lukewarm in its relationship with the Lord.  The Israel that com-
plained about the Lord’s providence and preservation.  The Israel that grew restless in car-
rying out every decree the Lord gave them. 

 
This brought Joshua before the people to give them one final word of encouragement, 

one final inspirational message.  “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness.  
Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and 
serve the Lord.  But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for your-
selves this day whom you will serve . . But as for me and my household, we will serve the 
Lord.” 

 
This snapshot in the life of God’s people is one we need to consider carefully.  Like 

Israel we have been the recipients of incredible blessings form the Lord.  Even as  Thanks- 
 

Continued on page  6 
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By Carl Schueler 
 

Saturday and Sunday October 20-21 at Girsch Park in 
Goleta behind the Camino Real Shopping Center from 
10-6 each day was the Goleta Lemon Festival of 2007. 

 
This festival is a throw-back to years when Goleta 

was largely groves of avocados (the foothills of Goleta 
North still teem with acres of avocados), oranges, lem-
ons, and other crops.  Since then, many lemon orchards 
have fallen victim to rising property values and the lure 
of profits by conversion to residential use. 

 
Thus, for example, lemon orchards of North Fairview 

(between the Fairview shopping center and the Goleta 
Union school district offices), those of Hollister Avenue 
between Patterson and Turnpike, and many others, disap-
peared over the past twenty years with residential devel-
opment.  Replaced by Planned Unit Developments 
(PUDS), the orchards are celebrated annually at the Go-
leta Lemon Festival to answer the now-reasonable ques-
tion “Why does the Goleta City logo feature lemons?” 

 
Indeed, the Goleta Lemon Festival features lemons in 

various forms—from lemonade to lemon pie to even the 
latest from local automobile dealers. In addition, wares 
from local retail outlets are displayed, along with samples 
of local restaurant fare to satisfy appetites or thirsts on a 
sunny Fall day. This year the weather was warmer than 
usual, and water and other liquid refreshments were 
popular.   

 
Finally, even a classic car and motorcycle show of-

fered interesting motor vehicles from the ‘30’s to the 
‘90’s.  I enjoyed the ‘60’s “muscle cars,” including Cor-
vettes and Mustangs of that era. I was impressed with 
many of the vehicles on display. 

 
But, among the commercialism was one unique booth 

set among the “Public service” booths—Our Redeemer 
Lutheran Church—with no gadgets for sale, only a free 
message with gifts including helium-filled balloons, toot-
sie roll pops, pens, and literature, plus free raffles for gift 
baskets and certificates. The Gospel of Jesus Christ, of-
fered free to all, was accompanied by a popular bean-bag 
toss and words of encouragement to learn more and per-
haps visit ORLC. 

 
A question from a booth visitor signing in for one of 

our free raffles: “Is this a fund-raising activity for your 
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Church?”  was answered shortly after: “No—I see no 
money going to your booth, only gifts going out.” 

 
I was not only impressed with our booth and the visita-

tion by many festival attendees, I was particularly pleased 
with the preparations for this year’s event sponsored by the 
Outreach Committee. A week in advance, on Saturday Oc-
tober 13 from 9:30-11AM, festival volunteers attended a 
“Goleta Lemon Festival Training Session” led by Pastor 
Proeber. 

 
There, we learned how “outreach” differs from 

“evangelism,” and how outreach leads to evangelism. We 
learned how the Lemon Festival provides a particularly 
good opportunity for the former, but not the latter. We 
learned how to make best use of brief (15-30 seconds!) op-
portunities a volunteer has to express the purpose of the 
church and the opportunities awaiting visitors while avoid-
ing confrontation on sensitive issues. 

 
If you have not participated in one of our annual Lemon 

Festival events, plan to attend the Festival next year as an 
ORLC volunteer.  Enjoy the festival while performing a 
valuable outreach service for the Lord! A double benefit 
available through our ORCL Outreach Committee! 



By Alan Todd 
 

If you haven’t already noticed, there are now three (3) spe-
cially marked Visitor Parking slots on the south (ocean) side of 
the parking lot directly in front of the church entrance.   Please 
save these spaces for visitors! 

 
One of the many things we learned in the seminar 

“Welcoming Worship” (October Reporter) is the importance of 
making it as easy as possible for visitors to come into our church 
and to attend other activities that take place at our church and 
fellowship hall.    

 
One method teaches us to think like a visitor.  For example, if 

you were a visitor, you would probably be asking yourself the 
following questions (among others):  How friendly is the congre-
gation?  Do they seem to take a genuine interest in me?  Are they 
courteous and helpful? 

 
To make it as easy as possible for visitors to attend our services, the Trustees have identified three special Visitor 

Parking slots near the Sanctuary entry. Even when the parking lot is otherwise full, there will likely be a convenient 
vacant slot for a visitor’s vehicle.  

 
A sign is planned at the entrance to the church’s parking lot indicating special “Visitor parking” directly in front of 

the Sanctuary to beckon visitors to drive into the lot even when the lot appears completely full. The sign will also help 
ensure that visitors park in a visitor slot rather than another so that our members will be able to share the parking lot 
except for unusually crowded services when late arriving members may be forced to park on Vala Drive. 

 
Please do not park in a visitor parking slot, even when the parking lot is otherwise full or you may be late for service.  

Instead, if the lot is otherwise full—even if vacant Visitor Parking slots remain available—please park on Vala Drive.   
 
We want to ensure that even late-arriving visitors will most likely find a parking slot close to the church and feel 

more welcomed. Thanks in advance for your help as we work to improve ORLC’s Welcoming Worship! 
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We rejoice in the many bless-
ings given the members of our 
family of faith. May the Lord 
continue to bless them richly. 
 
   1st - Sonja T. 
  7th  - Erle P, Jr. 
10th  - Carl S. 
          Martin Luther 
27th  - Bev W. 
30th  - Chad W. 

Meetings for November 
 

Church Council November   6th at 7:30 pm 
 
Board of Elders November 13th at 7:00 pm 

Constitution / By Laws Meeting 
 
Board of Education November 14th at 7:00 pm 
 
Board of Elders November 20th at 7:00 pm 

Regular Meeting 
 
Board of Trustees November 27th at 7:30 pm 
 
Outreach   November 10th at 9:30 am 
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By Carl Schueler 
 

Sunday October 28 was “Reformation Sunday” cele-
brated across WELS. The Los Angeles Circuit congrega-
tions of the WELS conducted a service at St. Paul’s First, 
North Hollywood, from 4-6PM, including a fine supper 
hosted by the Ladies of St. Paul’s.  

 
Pastor Proeber worked “behind the scenes” over the 

previous month planning the service, arranging lessons by 
other Pastors within the Circuit, and producing the service 
folder. 

 
Pastors Stephen Degner of Star of Bethlehem, Santa 

Maria,  Walt Elgin of Calvary Lutheran, Canyon Country, 
and Pastor Lynn Wiedmann of St. Paul’s First conducted 
three sequential lessons from God’s Word—three mini-
sermons were featured by three experienced and gifted 
called workers within the WELS Los Angeles District.   

 
The photo shows Pastor Wiedmann providing a lesson 

using Major League Baseball (Reformation Sunday coin-
cided with the World Series) to illustrate. Pastor Wied-
mann even sported a cap, ball, and glove at one point dur-
ing the lesson to focus on the criticality of Christian Fel-
lowship and teamwork in ministering the Gospel both 
within and outside the Congregation. 

 
Ten members of ORLC car-pooled to St. Paul’s on 

Tujunga Blvd. in North Hollywood (a two-hour drive), 
including the Proebers, Wilma Heidenrich, the Coussas, 
Schuelers, and the Todds.   

 
Thanks to Pastor and Alan Todd for driving—it was a 

relaxing trip each way even with Sunday afternoon traf-
fic. We departed Santa Barbara about 2PM and arrived 
back home about 8PM—a convenient and positive experi-
ence leading to a great night’s sleep! 

 
The service opened with a hymn sung by the Congre-

gation after the Processional Cross was carried forward. 
The Worship leaders and acolytes followed the Cross, 
accompanied by moving Processional music from a fine 
church organ.  

 
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” (CW 234) was 

sung by the Congregation, followed by the Invocation by 
Pastor Charles Found of Prince of Peace, Thousand Oaks 
and a Psalm sung by the St. Paul’s First, Grade school 
choir. 
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Lessons by the visiting and local Pastors were inter-

spersed with hymns.  After the lessons, the offering was 
collected, and a general Reformation responsive prayer 
was followed by the Lord’s prayer.  

 
The Benediction by Pastor Found and the hymn “A 

Mighty Fortress is Our God” (CW 201) sung by the con-
gregation closed another Reformation service. 

 
Following the service, Pastors Wiedmann, Found, 

Degner, and Elgin greeted worshipers. Then everyone 
moved to the gymnasium for general Fellowship and a 
fine supper of flavorful Bratwurst (in the bun) with sauer-
kraut (a German—and Lutheran— favorite for sure!), po-
tato salad, coleslaw and an array of tempting desserts, plus 
a variety of thirst quenchers and coffee.  

 
Supper was a great time to visit with folks we don’t 

often get the chance to meet from Sister congregations of 
Santa Maria to Lancaster to Torrance. 

 
If you haven’t “tried” a Reformation service—I heart-

ily recommend placing Sunday October 26, 2008 from 
2PM-8PM on your calendar to attend.  It’s worth the trip! 
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By Sonja Todd 
 

The LWMS (Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society) Golden West Circuit Fall Rally was held on Saturday, October 
6, 2007 at St. Paul’s First in North Hollywood. 

 
Pam S., Wilma H., and Sonja T. attended from our congregation.  We picked up Wilma’s daughter Janet, who lives in 

Ojai and attends Prince of Peace in Thousand Oaks, on the way. 
 
Pastor Lynn Wiedmann opened our meeting with a devotion.  This was followed by a short bible study presented by 

Pastor David Salinas of St. John Lutheran Church in Victorville.   The subject was: “Healthy Eating for Eternal Life” 
based on John 6:25-59.  We then played a game called “Are you smarter than a confirmand?”  We found out that we 
have, unfortunately, forgotten a lot since our confirmation.  However, we were able to “cheat” by looking up information 
in the bible and we even had an “angel” telling us where to look!  Everyone that participated won a prize.  These games 
are always a lot of fun.  Actually everyone attending the Fall Rally got some sort of prize. 

 
There was a good turn-out as 63 WELS ladies attended this Fall Rally.  The offerings were $580. $80 went to the 

LWMS Golden West circuit operating fund and the remaining $500 was designated for Pan De Vida (Bread of Life) in 
Santa Ana (a Spanish outreach congregation).  By the way, this amount will be doubled by the Mission Board. 

 
After a lunch of home made salads (very yummy) and of course dessert we were treated to a special talk by Amy 

Reed.  Amy is a called worker to Pan de Vida.  Amy teaches English as a second language and her ministry is Music and 
Outreach.  She went to Ecuador as part of a Spanish Immersion class.  Amy had to sign a contract that she would not 
speak English while she was in Ecuador!  Amy’s work is funded by WELS Kingdom workers. 

 
The closing devotion was led by Pastor Matthew Pfeifer.  He is one of the pastors (Pastor Don Pieper is the other) at 

Green Valley Lutheran Church in Las Vegas. 
 
Speaking of Las Vegas, our next Spring Rally (April 2008) will be held there (specific church location to be forth-

coming).  It was also announced that the LWMS Annual Convention will be in Tucson, AZ during the June 2008 time 
frame.  The next Fall Rally will be in Victorville at St. John Lutheran Church in October 2008.  

 
As always these rallies and conventions are so much fun and also very edifying.  Please consider attending one or all 

of them. 
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LWMS National Convention 
June 2008 

Tucson, Arizona 
 

If you are interested in attending the June 2008 
LWMS National Convention, rooms are already 
available for reservation at the Marriott Star Pass 
Resort.  The room rate is $118 for up to 4 people 
in the room. 

Registration must be done by mail or fax.  If 
you would like more information, or a registration 
form, please speak with Sonja T.  Specific dates 
for the convention will be coming shortly. 

Rooms are already being reserved.  Don’t miss 
out on a great convention at a great site. 



Choose, From Page 1 
 
giving approaches we can’t begin to recount everything the Lord has done.  Still, we need to reflect on our response to 
the Lord for his goodness and mercy. 
 

“Choose this day whom you will serve.”  These words strike at the very heart of the issue.  Certainly we praise God 
for his blessings.  We rejoice in the generous outpouring of his goodness.  We even bow our heads in humble thanks.  
But then what? 

 
It is easy to go from one day to the next with our lives filled with his blessings and comforted with his care.  It is easy 

to live with the peace and protection he provides.  It is just as easy to become dull and unappreciative.  We need a wake-
up call, and Joshua provides it.  Choose!  It is a striking word.  It makes us recall God’s blessings.  It also calls for a spe-
cific response.  What are we going to choose? 

 
The response the Lord deserves is more than a one day recollection.  It is easy to sing “Now Thank We All Our God,” 

on Thanksgiving morning.  But what about the day after?  What about the day after that?  What about next month?  Will 
our hearts and hands and voices still be lifted in praise of God?  Or, will they drop under the burden of the very blessings 
the Lord provides? 

 
This is why Joshua stands before God’s people.  It is why he stands before us today.  Choose this day whom you will 

serve.  Joshua was convinced there was only one answer.  “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  For 
Joshua and his family there was no other alternative.  His answer needs to resonate with us:  “We will serve the Lord.” 

 
   Truthfully this is really the only response.  In view of the Lord’s blessings, 
and especially the blessings that are ours through his Son, what other response 
is there than serve the Lord?   Certainly there are alternatives, and there are 
obstacles.  Discontent is always lurking around.  Laziness is ready to trip us up.  
Indifference is a constant battle from within and without.  Selfishness offers the 
most difficult challenge.  Everything we have in life tries to worm its way in to 
our hearts with the purpose of crowding the Lord out of his rightful place.  This 
is why we need to listen to Joshua - today and every day.  Choose this day 
whom you will serve.  Choose to serve the Lord! 
 
   There is an old proverb that teaches us:  those who forget the mistakes of the 
past are doomed to repeat them.  We need to learn from Israel.  Without a 
doubt they chose the same thing Joshua did, but their choice was lost in the 

distractions of daily life.  We need to learn from Israel.  The choice to serve the Lord is not a one day affair.  It is a life-
long commitment of love and praise, of confidence and contentment.  Still, who, or what, could offer a better choice?  
Absolutely no one.  That was Joshua’s point.  In view of God’s rich grace and mercy, I must serve the Lord. 
 

Thanksgiving is just a couple of weeks away, and there is always a sense of anticipation.  The rich aromas, the succu-
lent feast, the warmth of family and friends, the comforts of home - it makes the day special.  But the day needs to be 
more than this.  It needs to be a day when we remember everything the Lord has done for us.  The love he poured out on 
us.  The mercy he lavished on us.  The blessings he richly delivered to us.  The Son he freely sacrificed for our rescue.  
The peace he established through his work of reconciliation.  Don’t forget to thank the Lord for these.  Then, don’t forget 
to make your thanksgiving a part of your daily routine.  With your heart filled with thanksgiving, it will lead you to make 
the right choice, Joshua’s choice.   “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 
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Thanks to Alan and Sonja for their articles in this 
month’s newsletter, and Debbie A. for the Lemon 
Festival pictures.  The Reporter continues to benefit 
from a variety of perspectives, and we hope that this 
issue represents a continuing trend with articles by 
volunteer “reporters.” 

Please consider the Reporter to be a continuing 
opportunity to provide your insights into various 
events in which you participated, a book you read, 
Bible study that was beneficial, Fellowship you en-
joyed, or a planned event that needs advertising 
among the members of Our Redeemer. 

The open invitation to provide material for future 
issues has resulted in a fine response. We pray that 
members will continue to think about possible arti-
cles.  If you have an idea, and you are not sure 
whether to act on it, please don’t hesitate to speak to 
Pastor Proeber or Carl Schueler for advice.  Thanks! 

Reporter’s Wanted! 
 

Book review? 
Personal Story of Faith? 

Event Reports? 
Good Story? 

Interesting picture? 
(Potluck, gathering, party, field trip?) 

 
Half-page to Three pages 

Reviewed for scriptural consistency and readability 
by 25th of month to appear in next issue 

 
Hard-copy to Carl Schueler, or email to Carl Schueler 

(cfs_home@cox.net) & Pastor Proeber (Pastor@orlc.net) 
 

A simple and rewarding way to serve! 

We give thanks to the God for the generous gift of two new banners for the sanctuary from one of our families. 
 
In the past a true Reformation / Confirmation / Pentecost banner was missing, as was a Thanksgiving banner. Re-

cently we just received both!  Over the last two Sundays we saw the new Reformation banner.  It is a design that matches 
the paraments that adorn our altar, pulpit and lectern.  In about two weeks, we will see the new Thanksgiving banner.  
Both are special reminders of what our heritage as Lutheran Christians is all about.  Both are special reminders of what 
our gracious God and Savior has done for us. 

 
We are grateful to God and rejoice in his grace for this special gift! 

The banner to the left draws 
our attention to the work of 
the Holy Spirit.  Red is the 
appointed color for Pente-
cost, Confirmation and Ref-
ormation.  Red draws our 
attention to both the fervor of 
Pentecost, as well as the 
color of blood that was shed 
to purify Christ’s Church, 
and the blood that was shed 
for the sake of the Gospel. 
The banner to the right 
draws our attention to the 
blessings of new life through 
Jesus Christ, as well as the 
blessings with which our 
Lord filled our lives.  Green 
is the color for this new life. 
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As we draw to the close of another Church Year, there 

are a number of special opportunities to worship the 
Lord, and to give thanks for his faithful guidance and 
blessing.  Truly we are blessed not only to have this pre-
cious gift—to worship the Lord—but also to build our 
lives and faith on his precious Word 
 

November 11th—End Times—The Last Judgment 
“Jesus will return to judge the living and the dead” 

 
November 18th—Saints Triumphant 

“Jesus will give every believer the final victory 
over every enemy, and the triumph of eternal 

life in heaven 
 

November 22nd—Thanksgiving Day 
“It is good to give thanks to the Lord, and 

to remember what he has done.” 
The service of praise will start at 9:30 am 

 
November 25th—Christ the King Sunday 

“Jesus is the fulfillment of every promise God  
the Father has given, and the Ruler over all things” 

 
December 2nd—First Sunday of Advent 

December 5th - Mid-week Advent Worship at 7:00 pm 
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Last month when I attended the Arizona-California 

Pastor’s Conference, the worship services were inter-
spersed with newer styles of music.  I refrain from using 
the word “contemporary,” because it does not accurately 
describe what “newer” music is.  As an example, 
“liturgical” worship styles can be very contemporary, 
namely proclaiming the Gospel in a way people can 
clearly understand today. 

 
I recognized some of the songs, as well as some of the 

refrains and responses.  Some were excellent in the blend 
of the music and the texts.  Others were lacking because 
they were difficult to follow and sing.  It makes one think 
when a group of 100 plus pastors are having a difficult 
time singing a song.  But not everything fell into this cate-
gory.   

 
We were privileged to have a “live artist” offer the 

pre-service music and communion distribution music.  
His voice had a special quality, as did his music which 
was played on an acoustic guitar.  The music was his own 
style, but what made it especially unique was the texts, or 
words he used.  The lyrics were solid and clearly con-
fessed Christ. 

 
In a day when a great deal of modern Christian music 

becomes overly repetitious and shallow, the words rang 
out clear and strong. If you would like to check out some 
of his work, please go to: 

 www.StephenBautistaMusic.com  
or www.creativesoulrecords.com 

 
Granted his style may not be to everyone’s liking.  

However, if you are looking for a “modern Christian 
style,” that clearly proclaims Christ, his music is an excel-
lent choice. By the way, he is a member of Beautiful Sav-
ior Lutheran Church.  It is a WELS church in south cen-
tral Las Vegas.  He regularly uses his gifts to the glory of 
God and for the worship of the saints. 
 

“The most beautiful thing I know 
is the cross with a Savior who died for us all 

and the blood that flowed from his hands and feet 
and the wounds he bore 

so that we’d be redeemed 
this is the most beautiful thing.” 

 
Copyright Stephen Bautista Music 

Creative Soul Records 2007 
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On Sunday, November 18th we will have our tradi-
tional pre-Thanksgiving get-together.  Like previous 
years, we will gather in the fellowship hall which will be 
decorated to create a special ambiance. We will begin 
around 5:30 pm. 

 
Please bring a favorite Thanksgiving recipe for all to 

share.  There is a sign-up sheet on the table outside.  
There is also one reminder.  Friends are welcome, please 
take the time invite them to the dinner, and to the 
Thanksgiving worship service on Thursday. 

 
PLAN TODAY 

THANKSGIVING DINNER 
Sunday, November 18th at 5:30 pm 
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Someone famous could have said this.  Even if a notable person didn’t say it, C.S. Lewis did write something very 
close.  “Everyone has a God-shaped hole in their hearts, and there is only one thing that can fill it.”  Lewis reveals the 
importance of having the Lord not only in one’s life, but in the right place.  This is why the nagging felling persists - 
something’s missing.  It is not like there is something wrong or bad happening.  Something’s missing. 

 
There is one Wednesday evening class remaining.  In this class, we will look at “the something” that might be miss-

ing.  Not only will we look at what’s missing, we will also consider what happens when something is missing.  Of 
course, the discussion will not stop there.  We will also look at how the Lord fills in that missing something with his 
presence, his promise, and his blessing. 

 
Printed invitations are still available.  If you have a friend, a neighbor, or a family member who might need to hear 

about God’s promise and presence, invite them to come.  Better yet, come along with them.  The classes will start at 7:15 
pm and go about an hour.  Light refreshments will be served.  The schedule is: 

 
    November 7th  - Something’s Missing When I am Afraid 
 

For more information, or to register, please call the church office - 967-1128.  There is no charge for the classes.  Also 
extra materials are available on the counter by the front doors of the church. 

The materials will be posted on the web site in the future.  Please check under “The Study.” 
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Transitions Class 

This is for Junior High to High School, High School to College 
and beyond.  Art B. and Erle P. lead these short, informative 
classes on Sunday mornings.  Please speak with Art or Erle.   

 
Sunday Mornings 

Every Sunday there are Christian Education classes for the 
adults.  These will focus on Luther’s Large Catechism.  Through-
out his more lengthy explanations Luther offers insights and in-
struction that prove very timely.  Come and learn more about the 
two questions that make our Lutheran teaching so unique:  “What 
does this mean? and Where is this written?”  With the completion 
of a presentation on Martin Luther, we will continue with the 
Apostles Creed. 

 
Wednesday Evenings 

Throughout the course of the Spring, Summer and the Fall, 
there was a regular Wednesday evening class.  It was well-attended 
and provided some good review, as well as reconnected the class 
with the Book of Revelation.  Through November and December, 
there will be no class due to Thanksgiving and Advent prepara-
tions.  However, after the first of the year the evening class will 
resume.  Some topics being considered are the Old Testament 
prophets, the Book of Psalms, or a review of one of the Gospels.  
Watch in December for more information. 
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Below is a summary of our gifts for the Lord and the budget we established for our ministry for 2007.  We rejoice in the 
blessings and the opportunities our gracious God has given us.  We also pray that we avoid Satan’s deceptions and temp-
tations when it comes to the giving and using of our gifts. 

General Fund Status 
 
Beginning Balance  October 1, 2007  $14,150 
 
Income 
 Offerings   $10,942 
 Interest               3 
 
 Net Income   $10,944 
 
Expenses    $15,268 
 
Ending Balance  October 31, 2007  $ 9,826 

Our Redeemer Income 
 
$16,000 
 
$14,000 
 
$12,000 
 
$10,000 
 
$  8,000 
 
      Jan   Feb   Mar   Apr   May   Jun   Jul   Aug    Sept    Oct 

Average Monthly Needed 
$13,5000 

Our Redeemer Expenses 
 
$16,000 
 
$14,000 
 
$12,000 
 
$10,000 
 
$  8,000 
 
      Jan   Feb   Mar   Apr   May   Jun   Jul   Aug   Sept   Oct 

What does it all mean?  
 

The income graph (middle) 
indicates some broad fluctua-
tions or swings in our gifts.  At 
times we have met our budgeted 
needs, then, at times we have 
fallen short.  The peaks and the 
valleys are similar to previous 
patterns throughout the years, 
but they might also indicate the 
grace of God which is reflected 
in our giving may not always be 
our first priority.  

 
While the offerings have 

been up and down, the financial 
committee has been working to 
keep the expenses under budget, 
even with some significant in-
creases in sewer and water. 

 
The steep increase in Octo-

ber’s expense came as a result of 
a significant increase to our 
building / property  insurance.  
In addition, at the last Budget 
meeting, it was decided to in-
clude all our outreach activities, 
just to give us a feel for what our 
Budget is really like.   In the past 
we have utilized a special out-
reach fund just to get programs 
up and running. 

 
Although nothing is “out of 

the ordinary,” we can never af-
ford to forget the Lord and his 
love to us.  It is this love that 
looks at the ministry we are seek 
to accomplish in his name and 
for his glory, and then supports it 
with generous and regular gifts - 
gifts in proportion to what he has 
given us in our Savior. 

Budged Expense 

Actual Expense 


